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Overview:
In this lesson, we will participate in a blog session with a third grade class in Portland, Maine that we have been e-pals with during the school year.  We will discuss life in Virginia and our e-pals will talk about life in Maine. 
Goals:
1. Participate in blog at www.blogger.com

Instructional Topic:  Social Studies (study of the states)
Prerequisites:
As a class, we have created a Gmail account and an account at www.blogger.com.  We will blog with our e-pals about life in our respective states.  Additional prerequisites:  basic computer knowledge, basic typing skills, basic grammar skills, list of common words check sheet (for spelling help), notes we have made for topic ideas  and Virginia information, Internet safety and etiquette discussion, acceptable use agreement
Interest Approach:
During the year, we have learned things about life in Virginia.  We have gone on field trips and had many discussions.  Also, all of you have lived here for at least one year and have stories of your own about life in Virginia.  It will be fun to share this information with our e-pals and they will share information about life in Maine with us.  How are things the same?  How are they different?

Grade:  3

Materials:  
Computers (computer lab reserved for one period so that each student will have use of his/her own computer), list of common words, student notes
Performance Objective:

1:1 Participate in a blog on www.blogger.com with our e-pals in Portland, Maine.  They will blog with us at the same time.  We have prepared notes with topic ideas.  Performance will be satisfactory if you participate for the entire period and ask a minimum of 10 questions about Maine and post a minimum of 10 answers/facts about Virginia.  Duration:  1 class period.

Activities: 
1:1 

The account has been created.  Click on arrow to begin.
[image: image2.png]



Type in the title:  Life in Virginia.  Type your information in the white space.
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 When you are finished typing your information, click on the Publish Post icon to post information.      
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Reply here.
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Task Review:
Task:                                                                           Place check mark in box when completed.
	I have asked a minimum of 10 questions about Maine.
	

	I have posted a minimum of 10 answers or facts about Virginia.
	


Assessment:
	Criteria
	0-1 Points
	2-3 Points
	4-5 Points

	Questions about Maine
	Student posted 4 questions or less about Maine.
	Student posted a minimum of 5 questions about Maine.
	Student posted a minimum of 8 questions about Maine.

	Answers/facts about Virginia
	Student posted 4 answers/facts or less about Maine.
	Student posted a minimum of 5 answers/facts about Virginia.
	Student posted a minimum of 8 answers/facts about Virginia.
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See below:  Student Acceptable Use Agreement, Parent Acceptable Use Agreement, Student Example, Common Words Check Sheet, Student Notes Check Sheet 
Stafford County Public Schools 
31 STAFFORD AVENUE 

STAFFORD, VIRGINIA 22554-7246 

540-658-6000 

ACCEPTABLE USE AGREEMENT STUDENT SIGNATURE SHEET 
I, _________________________________, understand that use of school-owned computers, hardware, and software, as well as using the Internet and engaging in direct electronic communication, is a privilege, and not a right. I have this privilege provided that I: 

1. do not violate the guidelines or rules of the Internet access provider; 

2. have the written permission of my parent or guardian on file at the school to use school computers, hardware, software, to access the Internet, and other networks, and to communicate electronically; 

3. obey all school and classroom rules about computer use and using other computer networks; 

4. obey the rules of the Student Code of Conduct, including Rule 10, School Board rules, and the rules of the school about using computers and networks; 

5. do not break any laws using computers, including any unauthorized access or hacking; 

6. do not access the Internet or other network to break laws, including unauthorized access or hacking; 

7. do not send any abusive, profane, or obscene language, or any pornographic pictures, over any computer or computer network, the Internet, or via any electronic means; 

8. do not give or tell anyone my password, account number, or identification number, or that of anyone else; 

9. do not buy on school-owned equipment or with school board or school money any services or items which may be available over the Internet or any other network, either for myself, the school, the school board, or any person; and 

10. do not use any computer, hardware or software in any unauthorized manner. 

I have read, or my parent or guardian has read and explained to me, Rule 10 of the Student Code of Conduct about computer use, and I agree that I shall not break Rule 10 or any of the rules listed above. If I violate the Student Code of Conduct, or the rules above, my privilege to use school-owned computers, hardware, and software, as well as using the Internet or other computer networks may be lost. I understand that my activities on the computer, including those on the Internet, may be monitored at anytime by Stafford County Public Schools, that an Internet filtering system is in place, and that I am responsible and accountable for my activities. 

___________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Signature of Student Printed Name of Student 

_______________ 

Date 

Acceptable Use Agreement Parent Signature Sheet 

I have read the Acceptable Use Agreement above, as well as Rule 10 (below) of the Student Code of Conduct pertaining to computer usage. I give my permission for my child to use school computers, hardware, and software to access the Internet and other computer networks, and to communicate electronically. I understand that such use and access is a privilege which is extended to my child by the school. I understand further that the privilege may be revoked should my child violate either the Acceptable Use Agreement or the Student Code of Conduct. I grant consent to Stafford County Public Schools to monitor my child’s computer activities, including those on the Internet and am informed that an Internet filtering system is in place. 

I acknowledge that Stafford County Public Schools does not control the content of the Internet, or that of other computer networks, or when engaging in direct electronic communication, including e-mail and chat rooms, and that the possibility exists that my child could be exposed to controversial, obscene, pornographic, offensive, or objectionable material. I agree not to hold either the school, or any school board employee, liable should my child be so exposed and I assume all risk in this regard. 

I further agree that should my child obligate to a third party in any manner, including financially or otherwise, either the school board, the school, any school official, or any other person or entity, for any services, merchandise, and/or products of any kind whatsoever, which may be available through or over the Internet, other computer network, or through electronic communication, that I accept full financial responsibility and liability for same and shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the school board, school, school official, person and/or entity as to any and all claims, actions, and causes arising whatsoever. 

_____________________________________________ 

Student’s Name & School 

__________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent 

__________________________ 

Date 

Rule 10: Computer violations including trespass, fraud, invasion of privacy, and theft of services; unauthorized use of school computer and/ or computer network; removal of computer data, programs, software; alteration/destruction/erasure of computer data, programs, software; intentionally causing a computer and/or computer network to malfunction; use or duplication of software in violation of law or licensing requirements; unauthorized access to any portion of computer network, restricted programs and/or computer drives; unauthorized use of assigned computer passwords to gain access to computer and/or network; any unauthorized use of school computer code(s); failure to abide by acceptable use agreement. 

Penalty: Minimum of short-term suspension of 10 days, or less, with the balance of any days to be served carrying over to the succeeding school year, and/or loss of computer and Internet privileges to maximum of expulsion. Additionally, the matter shall be reported to the Superintendent and shall also be reported to the Sheriff if the potential exists for criminal charges to be filed. 

July 2004 

Student Example:
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Life in Virginia and Maine

msmayasim@gmail.com |

Tuesday, April 15, 2008
Life in Virginia
We have lots of trees in Virginia. Do you have lots of trees? Eight

Presidents were born here including George Washington. Were any
Presidents born in Maine?

Posted by M. Vernon at 1:22 PM

7
1 COMMENTS:

® Mt. Vernon said...

We have lots of trees in Maine. We are known as the Pine Tree
State. No Presidents were born here but the Bush family has a house
here. What Presidents were born in Virginia?

April 15, 2008 1:25 PM Tt

Post a Comment.

Home

Blog Archive
v 2008 (1)
v April (1)
Life in Virginia

About Me

Mt. Vernon
View my complete profile




In reality, the reply would be from a different account.  I only created one account to make a student example so the example shows a reply from the same person who originally posted.


	about 
	better 
	bring 
	carry 

	clean 
	cut 
	done 
	draw 

	drink 
	eight 
	fall 
	far 

	full 
	got 
	grow 
	hold 

	hot 
	hurt 
	if 
	keep 

	kind 
	laugh 
	light 
	long 

	much 
	myself 
	never 
	only 

	own 
	pick 
	seven 
	shall 

	show 
	six 
	small 
	start 

	ten 
	today 
	together 
	try 

	warm 
	  
	  
	  


 
My own word additions:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



What do I want to know about Maine?

What do I want to tell about Virginia?

Additional Notes:
