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ITEC 501 was a class that I looked forward to taking because I am very interested in learning about technology.  I came to the class knowing how to email, type papers, and save and attach documents.  That was about it!  Although the work was frustrating at times, the course proved to be very valuable.  Before taking this course, I never thought in terms of integrating technology into the classroom.  I always thought of technology use as something extra.  Now when I plan, I will consider “how” I will use technology not “if” I will use it. I view the use of technology in the classroom as essential for enhancing teaching and learning.

The ePortfolio that I created in this course shows much of what I have learned.  My target audience was third grade so I had various content areas that I could address.  I knew I would learn to use different computer programs in this course, but I am grateful that I have learned how to integrate their use in the classroom.  The lesson plans that I created show how students can use technology for research, calculations, and for multiple means of presentation.  
My lesson plan using Word was designed for students to use the program to create letters to the troops thanking them for their service and use the Paint program to create pictures to go along with the letters as part of a Civics lesson.  Throughout the course, I have learned many uses for Word.  Students can use this program for various assignments, working alone or in groups.  As a teacher, using Word can be helpful in many ways such as creating letters or newsletters to parents, making certificates, producing reports and handouts, and creating other useful documents such as tutorials and flyers.  Desktop Publishing allows students a creative outlet for presenting information.  My lesson plan allowed for students to work in groups to create a flyer using graphics and text to promote a book that they read in their classroom book clubs. 
 Learning about Excel was a challenge for me.  I am excited though to know how to create spreadsheets and charts.  My lesson plan provided for students to do the same.  Integrating Excel can help students create spreadsheets, charts, store and analyze data, and do mathematical calculations.  I will use Curriculum Based Measurement (CBM) in my teaching and Excel will provide a fun and motivating way for students to chart the progress that they make while working on skills.  As a teacher, I will use Excel in many areas such as maintaining attendance and grades, budgeting, and creating spread sheets and charts for instruction.  As a student at UMW, I have already used my newly found skills for creating a spreadsheet and chart in another class. 
Using PowerPoint was the most fun for me.  Completing the skill taught me many aspects of the program and I plan to use PowerPoint for teaching lessons.  I think students would like the method of taking a quiz via computer rather than always using pencil and paper.  Students would enjoy creating their own presentations using PowerPoint.  My lesson plan allowed for students to work in groups and create PowerPoint presentations on various aspects of Ancient Greece. Two of my own children, who are now in college, created book reports using PowerPoint when they were in the fifth and sixth grades.  They can still recall the names of the books and what they were about.  It was a fun way for them to present the reports and they retained the content.  
The Access program was completely new for me.  I would like to explore its uses further.  Completing the skill helped me learn how to use it.  Using Access as a teacher will be very useful, especially for keeping an inventory of classroom and instructional resources.  Storing student information can be done using Access.  Using queries to pull information to analyze and compare is useful for many reasons.  For instance, if I want to see how many of my students have birthdays in the coming month, I can pull only that information out of all of the birth dates.  My lesson plan was designed for students to collect information about each other and then analyze how they are alike and different.  This lesson can be used for a getting-to-know-you activity or for a multicultural activity.  

Telecommunication and Web activities provide a wonderful way for students to contact students in other parts of the country or the world.  Students can also contact experts about specific subjects.  Use of these technologies provides students with a window to the world.  The Internet is an incredible tool for providing access to information and resources.  My Web lesson plan allowed for students to blog with their e-pals about life in their respective states. Posting the information helped students retain information learned about Virginia and let them share it with others while learning about Maine where their e-pals live.  My telecommunications lesson plan allowed for students to communicate via email with their e-pals.  This particular lesson involved students in creating and sending math word problems to their e-pals.  A future project that I want to embark upon is to create a Web page along with my students to display some of their writing allowing for family and friends to view their work.  “If you give a student an expanded audience for their writing, their writing will improve” (Male, 2003, p. 104).
The Virginia Technology Standards for Instructional Personnel basically state that teachers need to be familiar with technology and corresponding terminology and use it both for professional use and for student use.  Teachers should effectively use technology to enhance lessons, support the Virginia Standards of Learning, communicate, and evaluate websites and software.  Technology needs to be integrated into lessons.  There are eight parts to these standards and they are excellent guidelines for teachers to follow (VDOE, 2008).  The International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) has developed National Technology Education Standards (NETS) for students and teachers.  The standards for students cover six topics and those for teachers cover four profiles and six topics.  Our text, Linking Technology and Curriculum (Carroll, Witherspoon, 2002) serves as an excellent guide for these standards.  In my ePortfolio, I have addressed all of these standards.  Most importantly, I have shown how technology is integrated into the classroom through my lesson plans.  By providing experiences for my students, I can help them meet the standards for students.  By learning the skills and completing all the assignments for the ePortfolio, I have learned necessary skills and knowledge to meet the standards for teachers.  I understand that the process is ongoing.  Life-long learning is essential for technology as things change quickly.  It is my duty to stay abreast of new technology and make sure my students are proficient in technology.  

I was familiar with Bloom’s Taxonomy (Woolfolk, 2007, p. 481) before taking this course but not of Tomei’s Taxonomy.  I used these as guides while planning my lessons for my ePortfolio and through the lessons my students will go through many levels.  Students reach level one (Knowledge) of Bloom’s Taxonomy by gathering information and viewing teacher presentations as part of or prior to a lesson. Knowledge is shown by final products from the lessons.  Level two (Comprehension) is reached in my lessons when students use worksheets, participate in group discussions, and email.  Knowledge and Comprehension are part of all of the lessons.  Level three (Application) is reached when students create math word problems, PowerPoint presentations, and charts from spread sheets.  Level four (Analysis) is seen when students work together on some of the lessons.  Students analyze information and make decisions while doing group work.  They have to break down information into parts and decide how to use it.  One example of this is seen while working in groups to create a PowerPoint on Ancient Greece.  Students have to sift through a lot of information to decide what is important to include. Level five (Synthesis) is seen when students create something new by combining different ideas.  For example, the desktop lesson required individual students bring his/her ideas and as a group create a flyer with these ideas.  Parts of other lessons addressed this level also by involving students in creating and solving math word problems, and student presentations.  Level six (Evaluation) is addressed when students graded their e-pals word problems and participated in a blog session, deciding the value of the information and what to include in the blog.  

Tomei’s Taxonomy (Tomei, 2003, p. 1) is considered throughout my work for my e-portfolio also.  Level one (Literacy) is reached in all lessons.  Students have a basic understanding of how to use the technology and programs involved.  Level two (Communication) involves using technology for interpersonal interaction.  Two examples of this are when students use email and when students communicate while working in groups.  Level three (Decision Making) is incorporated when students complete online quizzes in PowerPoint, complete research from the Web, and create presentations.  Level four (Integration) and Level five (Acculturation) are reached when students collect and combine data and apply it to create charts and analyze results.  Level five is reached when students create information for community use such as a blog.  I will consider Bloom’s and Tomei’s Taxonomies in all of my future planning.

I think the theme that I kept in mind while creating this ePortfolio was to follow the SOLs, integrate technology, follow the standards, and consider Bloom’s and Tomei’s Taxonomies while planning for third graders.  My goal was to learn these programs because it is so important for technology to be part of our students’ educations.  When discussing his Theory of Value, Jerome Bruner spoke of goals of education.  He said, “In order to keep pace with ever increasing changes of technology, education should focus on the basic skills that will be needed to manage this technology.  These skills should be continuously updated as technology grows more complex” (Bruner, 1983, p. 132).  Donald Schon argued that “Social systems must learn to become capable of transforming themselves without intolerable disruption (Smith, 2005, p. 5).  Evidence of transformation in the educational system is seen by the creation of the standards for technology use.  Forgoing the use of technology with students would do them a great disservice.  Virtually every job requires some use of technology.  As educators, our goal is to prepare students for the future and making them proficient in technology use is an important part of doing so.              
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