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This was not my first time completing an electronic portfolio, but I feel as though this one will be more beneficial to my career as a teacher.  Both of these portfolios are meant to be a showcase of my knowledge of technology as well as my ability to apply it.  However, the focus of my first electronic portfolio was on the design and creativity I could implement onto my website with the use of Photoshop.  Although I did display things like my resume and research, the emphasis was on how I could use technology to make the page appealing, unique, but also user friendly.  On this more recent electronic portfolio, the focus was on how I could demonstrate my knowledge and application of Microsoft programs in my assignments as well as create lesson plans for a specific grade and content area using these same programs.  This class will not only benefit my knowledge and experience with computers but will also improve my ability to introduce and integrate this into my future classroom.  I feel as though I am more prepared to fulfill the technology objectives both for myself as well as my students.  

With each lesson plan I created, I tried to keep in mind the skill and knowledge levels that students in the 2nd or 3rd grade may have.  I found myself altering lesson plans when I questioned whether or not the activities were too tough, easy, or inadequate.  Reflecting on the work I did, I believe that my eportfolio demonstrates competencies and technology specific to my grade level and content area.  For example, I target basic skills in Math and Language Arts.  In Math I have a lesson plan on adding and subtracting numbers as well as comparing numbers.  By this age they should be able to not only do simple computations on paper, but also start doing them in their head.  This particular lesson plan works on this and then the students use formulas through Excel to check their answers.  The plans I have developed also target life skills as well.  I integrated social skills like emailing, writing letters, and researching the internet.  I introduce these topics in a socially responsible way by giving them direct instructions rather than allowing them to write nonsense emails and surf the internet by themselves.  Lastly, I did consider their age and knowledge level when making my lessons.  Therefore, I included handouts and examples using print screen features as a visual aid.  I also do oral instructions and guided practice as a class to ensure comprehension of the material.  

Reflecting on the ISTE National Educational Technology Standards for Teachers (NETS*T) found in the Carroll and Witherspoon text (2002, p. 110), I feel as though the lesson plans I have created cover a fair amount of objectives.  For example, the first objective ensures that teachers are able to demonstrate a solid understanding and continuing education about technology and how it applies to their work.  I think my entire Eportfolio is evidence of fulfilling these criteria.  Not only have I demonstrating my ability to produce work using several programs, but have also managed to integrate each into the classroom in my lesson plans.  The second objective targets creating effective learning environments for students.  As discussed above, I have created my plans to fit in with grade level as well as make the lesson visual, oral, and most importantly hands-on to benefit all types of learners.  I have also shown that I am capable of evaluating websites in order to determine which are most suitable and credible.  My assignment with the search engines has also helped me see which ones produce better results, so I will be more efficient in seeking resources on the internet.  I think one of the areas that I was able to target, but will need more work on is the last objective which discussed “social, ethical, legal, and human issues” (Carroll & Witherspoon, 2002, p. 111).  In one of my lessons, I assign my students an E-pal from another country.  My goal here is to cultivate interest in another culture and build acceptance as well.  While I believe this is a great start in fulfilling this standard, I feel as though I need to work more on discussing safe, healthy, and responsibly ways to handle technology; mainly the internet.  Some children may not have internet at the home, so as a teacher I become their main educator for this experience and must take this role seriously.  But even for those who are familiar with the internet, I still need to introduce legal and ethical issues at this age.  

In addition to the national standards for teachers, I believe the lesson plans included in this portfolio target all the objectives under the National Education Standards for Students (NETS*S), however as mentioned above, there is room for improvement (Carroll and Witherspoon, 2002, p. 112). I think after completing these assignments, my students will have made progress concerning NET*S 1 (Basic Operations and Concepts), NETS*S 3 (Technology Productivity Tools), and NETS*S 4 (Technology Communication Tools).  After consistent use of the computer, their typing skills and knowledge of the different programs will flourish.  Before and after each activity, I do a group discussion about the program we will be using and as a class we brainstorm other ways we might be able to use this application and its benefits.  When I integrated technology into my lesson plans, I also made sure that the students would be able to maintain their creativity.  For example, I encouraged them to pick different topics while doing research for their PowerPoint and choose their own template.  I also think that my students’ communication skills will largely benefit from these lessons.  Not only will they be able to type letters and email them, they will also understand more about different publication types and how they are important in exchanging information between people.  However, I believe I need to improve on the research tools and problem solving objectives.  Although I did have my student do research on the internet, I restricted it to certain sites.  I need to develop additional lesson plans that allow more freedom to do research, but at the same time teach them about credible sources so that they will have the necessary tools to assess the websites they see.  In addition, I did show students that technology can help solve problems; Excel can use formulas to do math.  However, I need to apply problem solving to the real world.  Students need to see the connection between their life and technology; how they influence each other for better or worse.   

Beside these technological objectives, there were other influences that helped shape my eportfolio.    In one of my other classes, we have spent a large amount of time discussing different philosophies of education as a means of cultivating our own.  Realism has certainly played a large role in the creation of my lesson plans and philosophy of education.  Aristotle, a realist, believed that knowledge was acquired by studying real matter.  Another philosopher, John Locke, added that knowledge is build upon by experience and reflection.  As a teacher I will ensure that my students are active learners that will interact with the environment and each other as a means of learning.  This being said, my lesson plans reflect this notion.  I have assigned students assignments which require them to interact with students in different countries, learn math on the computer, and also research on the internet.  Another school of though which has had some impact on my work is idealism.  Plato, a central theorist, strongly felt that schools should engage in discourse about opinions and truth.  I also believe that teachers should not only act as disseminators of information, but should also take the role of a facilitator of discussion amongst all.  Therefore, in my lesson plans, I schedule time to discuss before and after the assignment about the things we will be doing, reasons why, and how they might influence people’s lives.  I like to generate this type of dialogue instead of simply lecturing.    My general philosophy is molded upon these main ideas.  As teacher I will need to be structured and organized to ensure learning does take place and that the classroom is a safe place.  However, I believe that is also important to create enjoyable learning environments, promote critical thinking, and take a holistic approach to caring about my students. 
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