




 After graduating I worked as a greens keeper (Assistant Superintendent), I owned 

a sporting goods store, worked corporate retail after selling my business, and sold real 

estate and owned my own brokerage firm. 

 Now how did I ever get into education?  I was asked to teach a business course 

part time at an alternative education program in Manassas. Working with these students I 

soon found so much satisfaction. I just somehow seemed to connect with them using my 

life experiences. I worked the next year full time and went back to schooling to get my 

certification. I was hired by Spotsylvania County after I had earned my license in 

marketing and business. I had taught for three semesters at Lord Fairfax/Germanna 

Community College in Warrenton. However I never achieved the satisfaction and 

excitement that I receive daily in working with my students. I had almost done these 

twenty years ago, but did not. I am not sure, but I feel the experiences I gained have 

helped me immensely. 

 I guess you can tell by now that I love teaching. I am always looking for new and 

better ideas and that is why I am here in this class. I believe you must have respect and 

give respect. You get respect by earning it. I feel that I have to be prepared every day 

with something new and flexible enough to turn on a dime.  

 All of this change would never had been possible without my support growing up, 

but especially today with the longer hours and having someone to bounce new ideas off 

of. My wife of almost 25 years is the tiger in my tank that makes me go in a positive 

direction. We live in Culpeper County with our dog and enjoy the countryside. 

 Life goes in many directions and I have been fortunate enough to utilize my 

experiences to relate education and how it ties with real life experiences of my students. 











 

 

 Some of my earliest childhood 

memories involve the time before and 

after school with the other “teacher’s 

kids.”  We would take turns sitting in 

the big chair while the rest of us sat on 

the floor reading a story or going over 

some of the things we had learned 

that day.  I guess it was in our blood.   

 Growing up I always had 

children-centered part-time jobs and 

after school activities.  I also 

appreciated the impact that my mother 

had on her students during 35 years of 

teaching; however, I was interested in 

seeing what else was out there.  My 

interest in environmental conservation 

led me to a Bachelor’s degree in 

environmental policy and planning and 

a Master’s degree in urban and 

regional planning from Virginia Tech.  

During college, I found myself 

substitute teaching in a local 

elementary school as a part-time job.  

After school, I worked for the 

government in a conservation planning 

position.  I soon realized that the office 

environment was not for me, and that I 

missed the daily interaction with kids 

that I had previously taken for granted.   

I recently began, at the 

University of Mary Washington, to 

earn my Master’s of Education at the 

elementary level.  It is my hope that as 

a teacher I can arm my students with a 

solid education like the one I received.  

I believe that teachers have a lot of 

impact on a child’s love of learning.  I 

will strive to stimulate the interest of 

my students in a way that will continue 

for many years to come.   

It is my philosophy that there 

are several reasons for education.  



Education is not only for children to 

learn the immediate information 

presented to them, it is for children to 

develop the skill of learning.  

Education opens their minds to the 

process of learning and thinking.  This 

enables them to be critical thinkers in 

the world and draw their own 

conclusions given the appropriate 

information.  With all the “experts” in 

the world today, we must teach our 

children to be cognizant of their 

sources and to develop their own 

opinions.  Another purpose of 

education is to learn social interaction.  

So much time is spent in school that 

this is truly where the social interaction 

aspect of their life takes place.  

Children must learn to get along with 

others in a group setting whether it’s in 

the classroom during work time or on 

the playground during playtime.  

Learning that there are other people 

outside of themselves and that it is 

important to work together is a critical 

aspect of education.     

I believe that education is best 

achieved through active student 

participation.  Students must 

participate in their own education to 

get the full benefit.  By participating, 

they have a degree of ownership and 

therefore are more committed to their 

own success.  In addition, not only is it 

fun for students to teach their peers, 

but explanation is one of the best 

ways for someone to learn.  Just as I 

taught to my friends after school, my 

students shall take an active role in 

educating each other.    

 I look forward to bringing my 

broad background into the classroom.  

I hope that my students and I can both 

learn from each other while creating 

an environment where creativity can 

bloom.   

 
 
 




