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My name is Bruce Chadwick and I teacher marketing and business law at 

Spotsylvania High School in Spotsylvania, Virginia. I would like to take a few minutes of 

your time and tell you who I am, where I have been and where I hope to go. Maybe by 

the time you have finished, you will have a better understanding of Bruce Chadwick. 

 My parents had a strong feeling for continued education. My father dropped out 

of high school to join the merchant marines during World War II. After which he finished 

high school and joined the army serving 26 years. During his service he attended the 

University of Maryland at night and graduated with a bachelor’s degree. He then obtained 

his Masters degree. Upon retiring my father taught high school. My mother graduated 

high school at the age of 16. She was a stay at home mother until later in years, at which 

time she worked as a media specialist for Prince William county schools. They always 

pushed us to our highest achievement. 

 Being an army brat I was fortunate enough to travel all over the world. I have a 

brother born in Japan and a sister born in France. I was born in Ft. Dix, New Jersey. 

I grew up in Woodbridge, Virginia and graduated from Woodbridge High School. While 

in high school I lettered and was all Districts in three sports. I was recruited by over 20 

schools to play football. I decided on the University of Maryland. Due to an accident I 

never was able to play but, did participate with the team. I studied business and received 

a Bachelors degree.  



 After graduating I worked as a greens keeper (Assistant Superintendent), I owned 

a sporting goods store, worked corporate retail after selling my business, and sold real 

estate and owned my own brokerage firm. 

 Now how did I ever get into education?  I was asked to teach a business course 

part time at an alternative education program in Manassas. Working with these students I 

soon found so much satisfaction. I just somehow seemed to connect with them using my 

life experiences. I worked the next year full time and went back to schooling to get my 

certification. I was hired by Spotsylvania County after I had earned my license in 

marketing and business. I had taught for three semesters at Lord Fairfax/Germanna 

Community College in Warrenton. However I never achieved the satisfaction and 

excitement that I receive daily in working with my students. I had almost done these 

twenty years ago, but did not. I am not sure, but I feel the experiences I gained have 

helped me immensely. 

 I guess you can tell by now that I love teaching. I am always looking for new and 

better ideas and that is why I am here in this class. I believe you must have respect and 

give respect. You get respect by earning it. I feel that I have to be prepared every day 

with something new and flexible enough to turn on a dime.  

 All of this change would never had been possible without my support growing up, 

but especially today with the longer hours and having someone to bounce new ideas off 

of. My wife of almost 25 years is the tiger in my tank that makes me go in a positive 

direction. We live in Culpeper County with our dog and enjoy the countryside. 

 Life goes in many directions and I have been fortunate enough to utilize my 

experiences to relate education and how it ties with real life experiences of my students. 



 
Mary Garrison Biography 

Personal 
 
My name is Mary Garrison and I am a M.Ed. student at the University of Mary 
Washington in Stafford Virginia.  I am originally from Cleveland Ohio, but have 
lived in Virginia for many years.  I am married with two elementary school age 
sons. 
 
I spent my teen years in various foster homes and actually found refuge at school.  
Learning came easily to me and I found satisfaction in successful assignments and 
could ignore any unpleasantness in my life.  One of my early goals was to go to 
college, although I did not know how I would achieve that goal.  Many people 
encouraged me along the way, teachers, guidance counselors and my social worker.  
Some people did not encourage me; among them were the foster parents I lived with 
in high school.  They seemed to feel threatened by the idea of my going to college, 
made discouraging comments, and even attempted to prevent me from taking the 
SAT.  I lied about where I was going one Saturday morning the spring of my senior 
year. Eventually I was accepted by my first choice school and eventually the foster 
parents accepted that I was going.  I have an amiable relationship with these foster 
parents now. 
 
Education and Work 
 
I was one of the first people in my biological family to attend college.  I have a 
Bachelor of Social Work degree from James Madison University in Harrisonburg 
Virginia. My experiences in foster care influenced my decision to pursue social work 
as a major.  I worked as a Child Protective Service worker for a county department 
of social services after I graduated from college.  Then I was a social worker in a 
nursing home for several years.  Most recently, I was a secretary on the main 
campus of the University of Mary Washington for seven years, which is how I 
learned about the teacher licensure program at UMW. 
 
 



 
 

Little girls like to play dress up, wear their mom’s jewelry and dream of 

being a princess. My dress ups and dreams were not of princesses but instead I 

was fascinated with teaching. My first thoughts of teaching were in the first and 

second grades. Whenever the teachers left the classroom, the boys in the class 

would get up and kiss me or throw grapes against the wall, depending on their 

mood. I made a mental note; when I’m a teacher I’ll never leave the class alone. 

In third grade the teacher would roll out the piano every Friday and her whole 

body shook as she played spirituals, patriotic songs, folk music, and more for our 

class. I loved those Fridays and made a mental note; learn to play the piano for 

weekly sing-a-longs. Fourth grade introduced world geography and I was so 

fascinated that I hurried home every afternoon to “teach” my younger brother. I 

asked for a globe for Christmas and made a mental note; I will be a 4th grade 

teacher when I grow up. 

In my third year of teaching 4th grade, I met my prince charming. My 

students had had a tough year with most of the class being out for chicken pox. 

In the spring they excitedly planned a surprise bridal shower for me and secretly 

invited my fiancé to join the party. He showed up just in time for recess and 

joined the children for a game of football on the playground.  A week later, my 

fiancé and I were headed out for a Saturday night on the town when he showed 

me a bump on his arm that had been itching all day. He’d never had chicken pox 

and as an accountant for a big CPA firm, April was a very bad time to get them. 

The wedding went on but we never bought any of our wedding pictures since 

the pox marks were so visible.  



After 10 years in the classroom, I decided it was time to stay home with 

my two sons but I remained very active in schools as a volunteer and substitute 

teacher. I also stayed busy teaching and working with children in various clubs 

and church activities. Whether the children were my own, in a club, a church or 

in my classroom, my philosophy always stayed the same. Meet their basic needs 

first, make them feel safe and loved, then share the passion for learning that will 

inspire and motivate them to enjoy learning for a lifetime. 

As my children grew up, I began to seek out volunteer opportunities 

outside of children’s activities. The last few years I have been involved in the 

leadership of mental health organizations and a support group leader. Most 

recently, my spare time finds me on my knees.  I became certified as a Master 

Gardener in Prince William County four years ago and I’m actively involved in the 

maintenance of several gardens, including a very large vegetable garden at St. 

Benedictine Monastery where I grow vegetables to feed 37 nuns. I started 

spending so much time in gardens that I began to think about a horticulture 

degree and a career switch. But as much as I love connecting with Mother 

Nature, a horticulture career would require hours unfamiliar to me.  And even 

though I know plants like you to talk to them, I prefer children who can talk 

back.  That brings me to Mary Washington’s College of Graduate and 

Professional Studies where I hope to get a Masters in Education for English 

Speakers of Other Languages. After all, my youngest will be leaving for college 

soon and I’ve made a mental note; fill my life with young children and I will 

always be happy.  



Deciding to Teach 
 
For many years, I resisted the encouragement of a friend to pursue teaching as a 
career.  A retired teacher and principal, she felt that I would like a profession in 
education. I was not so sure.  After I left my position as secretary to stay at home 
with my children, I started to think about teaching more seriously.  I decided to 
explore the program at CGPS and this is my second semester of classes.  I have 
liked the program so far and think teaching is an exciting and interesting career.  I 
still feel uncertain about whether teaching is a good occupation for me, but have 
decided to continue the program since I find what I am learning fascinating.  If I 
decide teaching is not for me, I hope I will find another aspect of education along the 
way that would suit me better. 
 
I have enjoyed watching my own children learn and enjoy seeing their excitement 
about new things on the elementary school level.  I feel that a good education opens 
doors for people and is something that no one can take away.  I hope to instill that 
in my own and other children.     
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Some of my earliest childhood 

memories involve the time before and 

after school with the other “teacher’s 

kids.”  We would take turns sitting in 

the big chair while the rest of us sat on 

the floor reading a story or going over 

some of the things we had learned 

that day.  I guess it was in our blood.   

 Growing up I always had 

children-centered part-time jobs and 

after school activities.  I also 

appreciated the impact that my mother 

had on her students during 35 years of 

teaching; however, I was interested in 

seeing what else was out there.  My 

interest in environmental conservation 

led me to a Bachelor’s degree in 

environmental policy and planning and 

a Master’s degree in urban and 

regional planning from Virginia Tech.  

During college, I found myself 

substitute teaching in a local 

elementary school as a part-time job.  

After school, I worked for the 

government in a conservation planning 

position.  I soon realized that the office 

environment was not for me, and that I 

missed the daily interaction with kids 

that I had previously taken for granted.   

I recently began, at the 

University of Mary Washington, to 

earn my Master’s of Education at the 

elementary level.  It is my hope that as 

a teacher I can arm my students with a 

solid education like the one I received.  

I believe that teachers have a lot of 

impact on a child’s love of learning.  I 

will strive to stimulate the interest of 

my students in a way that will continue 

for many years to come.   

It is my philosophy that there 

are several reasons for education.  



Education is not only for children to 

learn the immediate information 

presented to them, it is for children to 

develop the skill of learning.  

Education opens their minds to the 

process of learning and thinking.  This 

enables them to be critical thinkers in 

the world and draw their own 

conclusions given the appropriate 

information.  With all the “experts” in 

the world today, we must teach our 

children to be cognizant of their 

sources and to develop their own 

opinions.  Another purpose of 

education is to learn social interaction.  

So much time is spent in school that 

this is truly where the social interaction 

aspect of their life takes place.  

Children must learn to get along with 

others in a group setting whether it’s in 

the classroom during work time or on 

the playground during playtime.  

Learning that there are other people 

outside of themselves and that it is 

important to work together is a critical 

aspect of education.     

I believe that education is best 

achieved through active student 

participation.  Students must 

participate in their own education to 

get the full benefit.  By participating, 

they have a degree of ownership and 

therefore are more committed to their 

own success.  In addition, not only is it 

fun for students to teach their peers, 

but explanation is one of the best 

ways for someone to learn.  Just as I 

taught to my friends after school, my 

students shall take an active role in 

educating each other.    

 I look forward to bringing my 

broad background into the classroom.  

I hope that my students and I can both 

learn from each other while creating 

an environment where creativity can 

bloom.   

 
 
 









 
 
  

Hello my name is Sara Roach. I am a native Washingtonian. I was born in 

Washington, D.C. and raised in Northern Virginia. I moved to North Carolina after high 

school for college and fell in love with the South.   

 Growing up as a child, I had always known that the teaching/education gene was 

in the family. My grandmother and grandfather were both educators and they passed it 

down to my father. I also remember playing school with my friends or the neighborhood 

kids. I had made a chalkboard on my closet door and “taught” myself homework.  Since 

education runs in my family, I would like to carry on the tradition of teaching. 

 My original idea was to teach high school for the longest time. However, I got a 

dose of reality when my first job out of college was working in a group home as a 

residential counselor for teenage girls.  That changed my mind real quick. From there, I 

moved on to a job with the Charlotte-Mecklenburg school system. I actually had a job 

with a non-profit company that has a contract with the school system. My students were 

severely and profoundly disabled. However, I loved every minute of it because the 

students and other teachers on my hall were so helpful and thoughtful. I had three 

helpers in the morning that would help me get my students of the bus and get them out 

of their wheelchairs and in a position that would help their muscles. Teaching in the 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg school system, changed my mind immensely to teach middle 



school. My quest is to obtain my master’s in education. I already have my bachelor’s in 

history with a concentration in social studies.  

 I have two cats and a dog. Gizzie was my grandfather’s until he passed away 

and my parents brought her back and is my dad’s dog. My cats, Chessie and Mitten, are 

my sweethearts. Mitten is very lovable and personable. Mitten is pretty much my cat; she 

follows me around especially if I have food or if she wants go outside. Chessie, on the 

other hand, is very skittish but once she gets to know a person she is friendly. I love 

animals regardless.  

In my spare time, I volunteer with the OWL fire department in the Auxiliary. As an 

auxiliary member, I am the secretary and social chairperson. We open our hall two 

nights a week to the public for bingo. However, we also support the fire department in 

whatever they have asked us for. I really have made a lot of good friends through 

volunteering and l love it. They are almost like a second family to me.  

 As for my philosophy for teaching, I have been around children since college, 

mostly at the elementary level. In order to keep a child’s interest in the subject that you 

are teaching, I believe that you have to be creative to have projects or play trivia games 

to keep their interests alive. I cannot wait to start teaching. I have collected so many 

things to use in my classroom over the years.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   My name is Annie Spencer. I am married and have a family. My husband’s job allowed us to 

travel frequently across the United States and overseas. Although I welcomed seeing new places, 

it did hinder my education and my employment stability. I volunteered teaching catechism at 

church, being a room Mom in my daughters’ classes, and in several different positions for Girl 

Scouts.  I love working with children. They keep me young. I grew up with laughter in my house 

so that plays a role in my philosophy of learning. My life experience also plays a role in my 

philosophy of learning. 

   I have been married for 27 years. My husband John is retired Air Force and works for a private 

company. I am very lucky because he loves to cook. Our oldest daughter graduated from college 

and has been working for the same company for 5 years. She will celebrate her second wedding 

anniversary this month. Our youngest daughter has taken a break from college and is working 

full time at a credit union. She has decided to live with her sister so her commute will be short. I 

have one pet, a Siberian Husky named Nakia. He’s twelve years old and a big part of our family. 

                Annie’s Autobiography 



   I was in the military stationed in Guam when I met my husband. We didn’t have to go 

anywhere for our honeymoon because we were already on an island paradise! I had never seen so 

many different shades of blue in the ocean. The water was beautiful. After four years I decided to 

get out because I didn’t feel comfortable leaving our daughter with temporary guardians during 

deployments while we were stationed overseas. Oh the places I’ve been and the memories I have 

due to the military assignments. My favorite country to visit was Germany. The countryside was 

clean and beautiful. People were very friendly, helpful and they loved children. They were 

always willing to help when your child was upset. My funniest memory was stomping grapes on 

our neighbor’s porch while we were stationed in Crete, Greece. It was beautiful living next to the 

Mediterranean. 

   Before I joined the military I only completed two years of college. I hoped to finish my degree 

but online classes were not available years ago and only Business classes were offered on the 

overseas bases. My major was Elementary Education. I had always known I wanted to be a 

teacher ever since I was a little girl (I played teacher and had all the neighborhood kids come to 

my house to do their homework). So my education was put on hold a lot with me only taking 

classes while we were stationed in the United States. It took my family to remind me what I have 

always said to them (never give up your dream, you can be anyone if you work hard and put your 

mind to it) for me to complete my degree. So after 29 years I earned my bachelors. I am 

currently enrolled in the Teacher Licensure and Master’s Program. As for employment, moving 

frequently allowed me to experience several different types. I worked everywhere we were 

stationed. Each job I had was an opportunity for me to meet people, learn new things and make 

improvements if necessary. 



   Volunteering has kept me busy through the years and is part of my learning philosophy. I 

taught Pre-school and Kindergarten Catechism. I always helped in my daughter’s classes. Some 

of the positions I held in Girl Scouts were a Troop Leader, Co-leader, Treasurer and Registrar.  

   My philosophy is I believe children should learn about different cultures so they know being 

different is Ok and we can learn from each other. I want laughter in my classroom because I 

grew up with it in my house and children today grow so fast and take on adulthood too fast. 

Children should learn to help one another and that by volunteering in life brings about the 

greatest reward, not money but personal satisfaction. I believe a good parent takes an active role 

in the upbringing of their child by helping with homework, teaching respect and spending quality 

time with them. I will help my children to learn they can succeed at anything if they work hard 

and never give up. 

   My life has been very fulfilling by raising a family, traveling, completing my degree, working 

an assortment of jobs and by volunteering. I am ready to continue with my dream of being a 

teacher and staying young at heart. I look forward to working with parents by helping their 

children succeed in school and as caring individuals. 




