
Microsoft Access proved to be a useful tool to me when creating my integration assignment.  It makes for a handy program to keep track of pertinent information concerning students in the classroom such as emergency, allergies, and behavior problems.  It is only too easy to print out a report listing only necessary information.  I also liked how this program allowed information from an Excel file to be imported into a new table automatically.  However the only pitfall I saw to this was that the headings must correspond exactly in order for the format to be identical.  


However, this tool can also be helpful for teaching lessons to students in the elementary level as well.  For example, when learning about animals we can use Access to list characteristics of them as a means of classifying them.  But first we could also integrate Excel into this lesson plan.  First, we could construct a table in Excel for characteristics of living things.  Each column would be one of these five qualities.  Then we could have a list of about ten living and non living things to classify.  We would not do this activity as a class; rather the students would use their own knowledge and books to help them complete this activity.  Then, we would open up Access.  I would give them a handout to assist them in setting up their table as well as how to import material from Excel.  Then, I would require them to print out different reports.  I would assess both their knowledge of characteristics of living things and their computer skills by looking at these print outs.  First, I would look to see if they were able to classify correctly for the majority of the time; this would give me an idea of their understanding of the subject.  But I would also use the format of their reports with the headings to see if they followed instructions for the most part.  

I would like to follow up this activity by generating a discussion about Excel and Access.  I would like for the students to be able to see why these programs may be useful, but also see the limits there are in terms on importing material from one to another.  Then 
I would also discuss of course as a class which of the items listed have all five characteristics of living things as a review of the material.  For those who got them right, the printout would serve as a great study guide!

