NTeQ Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Amigos/ Amies/ Freunde


Subject Area(s): Language Arts/ Social Studies
Grade Level: 3rd grade


Lesson Summary

Briefly describe the purpose of the lesson and the student activities.

This lesson will be focused on the students typing emails to students in another classroom from another country.  The students will work on correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.  The purpose of this activity will be to strengthen the children’s language through the discussion of books read in their classroom as well as communicating with same aged children from a different culture.  By doing this activity, children will also explore the use and importance of email in daily life as means of communication.  To further emphasize this point, the students will also write and send hand written letters to their pen pals.  They will in turn wait for the responses.  This will again demonstrate the capabilities of technology in the world of communication.  
Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the students will:

· Identify the placement of the keys and usage of them.  (Knowledge).

· Learn simple tools such as spell check and grammar check.  (Literacy)
· Learn how to compose a new message in an email account.  (Application and Knowledge)

· Learn how to check for emails, respond and forward them, as well as attach files.  (Application and Knowledge)

Standards
National:

· Basic Operations and Concepts (1)

· Technology Productivity Tools (3)

· Technology Communication Tools (4)

Local:

· C/T K-2.1

· C/T K-2.2

Materials

A computer, assigned books, and an email account

It is helpful to include a “Think Sheet” of questions that require students to use critical thinking skills.
	· Why might email be a better tool for communication that letters?
	· What are some things that emails should not be used for?

	· How much of an impact is email having on global connections?
	· How did people survive without email?

	· 
	· 

	· 
	· 


Computer Functions and Data Manipulation
	Computer Function
	Computer Application
	Data Manipulation

	· Pick a penpal
	· Internet website
	· 

	· Email penpal
	· Internet website
	· Construct, reply, and include attachments to emails

	· 
	· 
	· 


Specify Problem

Write in language you will use with students.  For example, Today, we are going to investigate……    What would you do if …..

How many of you have friends in this classroom?  In this school?  How about in another state?  Do ANY of you have friends in another country?  Although people tend to associate with others that are immediately around them like at school, work, or home, it does  not mean that we can not have friends that live far away or even friends that we might never meet.  I understand that you do not talk to strangers, therefore before you talk to someone you do not know, always ask an adult.  Today, we are going to make friends with children your age from another country called the United Kingdom.  I have teamed up with another teacher from this country who has students who wish to make friends with children in America.  You all have been assigned a partner in this class and over the next few weeks you will be corresponding with them. The first thing you will do is hand write a letter to your new friend and introduce yourself, send it and then wait for a response.  You may choose to continue handwriting letters in addition to the emails we will be sending back and forth.  In these emails we will be discussing a variety of things such as readings we do in class, our daily lives and routines, and you are encouraged to ask additional questions such as cultural differences.  In additional to discussing the literary elements of our story and meeting new friends from around the world, you will be able to understand the usage and importance of email as well as its benefits and disadvantages.  
Results Presentation
1. A handwritten letter introducing themselves to their new pen pals
2. The first email will be an abbreviated introduction, but will mainly focus on the outline of the book – the pen pals will have the same assignment which will demonstrate the similarities of thinking between two cultures.

3. The other emails will discuss individual experiences and how they are connected to the reading.  This will hopefully turn into inquires about each other’s lives – this will demonstrate the contrasts in the two cultures.   

Multidimensional Activities
Briefly describe the lesson activities.  Begin with the Lesson Introduction or how you will introduce the problem and how you will address prerequisite skills, share learning objectives, and provide needed information.  As you describe the computer activities, please include what students need to do before they go the computers, while they are at the computers, and what they do after they finish computer work. Descriptions of the supporting activities follow the computer activities. This form has space for three computer and three supporting activities. When you design your lesson, include the appropriate number of each for your particular lesson.  After these activities are planned, describe the Culminating Activity, or how main ideas will be reviewed and/or final presentations given. When these components are planned describe the rotation plan – how will students rotate between the activities.

Lesson Introduction – Briefly describe how you will introduce the problem and how you will address any prerequisite skills, share learning objectives, and provide needed information.
I will discuss the tendency for people to become friends with those immediately around them, but then also state there is technology that enables people to communicate with others around the world.  I will discuss that there are common things that people from two different cultures to talk about, such as the assigned reading in our classroom.  But I will also say that by talking with others allows for the dispersing of ideas and knowledge that would otherwise not occur without the use of such high speed communication as email.  Prior to starting this assignment, the class will be assigned a particular reading (the same will be assigned to the other classroom) and will prepare an outline of the book including such things as the plot, characters, climax, and resolution as well as their opinions of the work.  This well set them up for a discussion of such objectives.  
Computer Activities

	Activity 1

Activities to be completed:

Prior to going to computer

1. Read assigned book and complete an outline of the book. 
2. Write a letter introducing self to friend and send it.
At the computer

3. Go to ePALS.com to find assigned partner for class
4. Create and email account
5. Send first email concerning the book and wait for response
6. Teacher will direct and monitor topics for future enails
After going to computer

7. Write a reflection paper 

	Activity 2

Activities to be completed:

Prior to going to computer

At the computer

After going to computer


	Activity 3

Activities to be completed:

Prior to going to computer

At the computer

After going to computer




Supporting Activities

	Activity 1

Activities to be completed:


	Activity 2

Activities to be completed:


	Activity 3

Activities to be completed:




Culminating Activity – Briefly describe how main ideas will be reviewed and/or final presentations given.

I will ask students to write a reflection paper about this assignment.  I will ask them to summarize their thoughts as well as their friends thoughts on the books and talk about ways in which they agreed and/or disagreed.  I will also ask them to discuss what they learned about a new culture, things have in common with them, and things that are different.  Lastly, I will ask them compare and contrast traditional communication methods with more innovative types such as email.  
Rotation Plan Briefly describe how students will rotate through the computer and supporting activities
Assessment Use a template similar to the one below to develop your rubric(s).   A sample is provided to guide your writing. 

Rubric Template.  Place performance objectives in the first column, then create descriptions of each level of performance.
	Objective or Performance
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	1.
	Description of identifiable criteria that reflect a beginning level of performance.
	Description of identifiable criteria that reflect progress toward mastery of performance
	Description of identifiable criteria that reflect mastery of performance
	Description of identifiable criteria that reflect exceptional performance.
	

	2
	Repeat with next item
	“
	“
	“
	


Sample:  Newspaper Article on Seatbelt Safety

	Objective or Performance
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	1.Students will write a persuasive article on why drivers should wear seatbelts
	Persuasive arguments are not clear or concise and had very poor references made to supporting graphics.
	Persuasive arguments are fairly clear and concise.  References made to graphics provide limited support.
	Persuasive arguments are clear, concise, and articulate.  References made to supporting graphics are useful.
	Persuasive arguments are very clear, concise, and articulate.  Excellent references made to supporting graphics. 
	

	2. Students will generate spreadsheet charts that demonstrate a trend.
	The charts show very little about seatbelt use.  The title, labels, legend, are missing or incomplete.  
	The charts show limited aspects of seatbelt use.  The title, labels, legend, and type of chart provide incomplete support.
	The charts demonstrate trends in seatbelt use.  The title, labels, legend, and type of chart support understanding.
	The charts clearly demonstrate trends in seatbelt use.  Excellent choice of title, labels, legend, and type of chart.
	


	Objective or Performance
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	1. Students will communciate via email and hand written letters to their assigned pen pals in another country.

	Emails are not detailed and do not fulfill the topics needed for each email. Not all emails are completed.  There is little discussion concerning the book, little interest in comparing cultures.  The spelling and grammar is sloppy. 
	Although emails meet all objectives, they have little details.  While all emails have been attempted, the student fails to respond to partner’s questions and comments.  Communication is not effective.  
	All emails fulfill requirements and show proof of exchange in ideas and information.  Spelling, grammer, and punctuation are correct.  
	The emails not only fulfill objectives, but the students shows a great interest in making connections with their partner and understanding a new culture.  
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


