
Discussion boards are used as an online forum to either add to class discussion or replace in class meetings.  Often times, professors will assign students to post their response to a discussion questions and then read those of others; they may also be encouraged to respond to their classmates’ threads as well.  However, when discussion boards replace class settings, it takes on more importance.  Discussion boards can be used to facilitate class discussion, answer questions, and post much larger things like term papers.  Because there is no face to face communication, discussion boards must offer all resources normally available to typical students who physically attend class.  

Here are some of my postings and responses to the Instructional Strategies discussion.  

1.  I posted this response concerning how I would integrate technology into an elementary setting:

· “This year at the elementary school I work at, they changed the rotation of 
specials, and decided to eliminate computers. Teachers are still able to 
make appointments at the lab once a week, but students lose the consistency of 
attending and building on to their knowledge they would get with a weekly attendance. Now, teachers will be less likely to make time for a trip each week, and the 
students are more likely to forget material between each meeting. However, 
I suppose I will try to envision what we could have done to integrate Word 
into our curriculum! My content area will be in the elementary school with a 
target audience of 2nd to 3rd graders.

By this time, the children will already have mastered their alphabet, 
how to differentiate between upper and lower case letters, read more 
challenging books, and have had experience with group activities! Now it 
would be time to incorporate technology with this knowledge!

1. The students would begin with opening up Word and typing their ABC's to 
get them used to where the keys are located on the keyboard. They would do 
this several times both in uppercase and lowercase to familiarize them with 
the "shift key".

2. Next, the students will begin typing words, such as their name which will 
incorporate key location and upper/lowercase letters. This will build upon 
the knowledge gained in the first step.

3. Next, the students will begin to type simple sentences like commands, 
exclamations, questions, and also ones including a series which will build 
onto the above steps as well as help with location of the period, 
exclamation point, question mark, and comma. This will also help build on 
sentence structure learned in class.



While all three steps are still considered to be level 1 in both Bloom’s and Tomei's Taxonomy, they important thing is that the children are continuing to build upon their growing knowledge.  It is hard to say how far the students in 2nd to 3rd graders will progress with technology, but there are a few goals I might set for the class which would help them to progress through the higher levels.  For example, one of the goals for the class may be to form small groups of 5 and type a letter in Word which would incorporate punctuation, font colors, grammar, and vocabulary.  Each child would be responsible for two sentences.  This would fulfill Bloom’s 2nd and 3rd steps of Comprehension and Application as well as Tomei’s 2nd step of Collaboration.  

I noticed a big difference between Bloom and Tomei’s taxonomies as concerns the difference in level placement as well as difference in opinion of what was considered to be a level.  Both taxonomies begin with the same level which focused on mastering the basics of the information, but from there on it is different.  For example, Tomei’s 2nd step of Collaboration does not seem to coincide with Bloom’s 2nd step of Comprehension; in fact they are specific to each taxonomy.  Although each taxonomy appears to flow consistently from each to level, I noticed that with Tomei’s there was an emphasis on group work as well as reflection.  The second step of Collaboration allows children to interact with others using their basic knowledge from level 1.  This makes it more enjoyable for the children and allows for them to learn from others.  Also, there are two levels, the 3rd and 6th, that allows students to reflect upon their knowledge and how they are progressing. I think this is beneficial for children because it allows them to stop midway and remember all the basics in order to progress further.  Repetition, especially for younger ones, is critical.”
· After I posted this, three other students responded.  One student commented on how unfortunate it was that the computer lab was omitted from the specials rotation at my school; she was already seeing the positive impact computers were having on her kindergarteners’ motor and social skills.  Another student suggested that while the class as a whole may not be able to attend the lab, perhaps after some student finish their assignments, they could individually be introduced to the computer.  
2.  This is a response I had to a student’s lesson plan involving the internet and PowerPoint.  She assigned her students to do a research assignment with partners where they split up the work. Each student researches independently and becomes an expert in their particular area.  In a culminating activity, they create a PowerPoint and then send it to their partner.  

· I think that is a great integration plan because it uses group dynamics, responsibility, and accountability all in one lesson!  That is a neat way to involve students in a positive way with the using the internet as well as by teaching them the dangers of some information from the web.  Even as an adult, I have to catch myself from believing sources from the internet, because like you mentioned, they must be credible!  While I was in high school, I did use the internet for research, but was never taught ethics or credibility about web pages; it was only until college that I learned all these important things.  I am assuming that you already have discussed what makes a source credible and that is great!  This way, they will have no doubt when they go home and do this assignment.  Maybe giving them a check sheet for each source would be a great method to ensure that they do not forget something but also for you as an instructor to make sure the students are grasping the material!

3.  This is a response to a discussion thread about Word.  The students were discussing ways in which they integrate technology into their classrooms.  Dr. Teabo also commented on differentiating between using and integrating technology.  Below, I discuss how I differentiate between these two in the classroom.

· In my kindergarten class, we use Word for two main reasons.  As Dr. Teabo mentioned, there is a difference between "use" and "integration".  We use Word when we type up out weekly newsletter to send home.  Here we make a two column print with clipart and banners to notify parents what they should expect for the upcoming week.  We integrate Word by creating worksheets with clipart and sight words that we create books out of.  We ask the students to circle letters and sight words such as "see" and "the", and then we ask them to color it.  Although this does not maximize the use of Word, we also have to consider the capabilities of our students.  They are not yet ready to handle Word by themselves!  But I agree with Jamie and Stephanie that Word can be used in so many ways - it is very versatile!  I just learned how to make quizzes this year with drop down fields - something I knew nothing about until now! 
4.  Here is my response to a discussion thread concerning Access.  A classmate was stating that she is becoming more and more confident about the usage of computer applications and admits that creating lesson plans with some of the programs is tough.  However, she maintained that it is possible, with creative thinking, to apply technology to all grades, even kindergarten.
Anna and Sara - I too have trouble formulating lesson plans with some of the programs such as Access and Telecommunications for a specific grade level.  Although I am doing my portfolio for a higher grade, I am having trouble trying to see how to integrate technology into a kindergarten class.  We just went to the computer lad for the first time this week with the children, and all we did was get them orientated with the computer parts and they did an interactive alphabet game.  Many of these children do not know their letters and to be honest do not have enough self control to work independently on a computer.  However, like Anna mentioned, I do not take this as a defeat.  I think this makes for a great opportunity for collaboration and group planning to create lesson plans that have solid structure and objectives for children of such a young age.  It will be interesting to see if I can integrate some this year!

5.  This is a response I had to a Telecomm discussion thread.  Here, a student discussed her lesson plan.  She required her students to participate in an online discussion forum for an out of class reading assignment.  She discussed the advantages this has to offer such as for shy students who would not typically speak up in class.  

· Sara, I think that is a great way to integrate telecommunications into your curriculum, not only for the exposure to such online forums, but also just like you mentioned - it lessons the anxiety of shy students to voice their opinions.  I know that when I was in grade school (and even now) I was a shy student, and was hesitant to raise my hand much less speak!  I was much better is writing down essay responses or evaluations.  Therefore, I would be a fan of this assignment because students' inhibitions will be lifted if they are not face to face with others.   However, I do believe that shy students need to be challenged to speak in front of others; they can not always be shielded from public speaking.  Hey - I even volunteered to take a public speech class to help get over my fear!
6.  This is a discussion thread that I created concerning my telecomm plan using Epals. 
· I did my telecom lesson plan using ePals.  This site allows two classrooms from different countries to collaborate and assign their students a pen pal.  I think it is great opportunity for students to have built up experience on the computer by spending time writing emails, but more importantly it is a great way to introduce children to different cultures.  It engages students to learn about other people but also share their own life and traditions.  At a young age, children recognize differences between people whether they are different race, age, or ability and this is a good way to bridge at least one of these differences.  In addition to my lesson plan, I asked the students to handwrite a letter to their pen pal was well - this way they will be able to clearly understand the difference technology makes and some benefits and disadvantages this may create. 
In response to this, I gave a classmate the website I used, and also commented on another classmate’s lesson plan using Epals as well.

· Erica - I think that the website is www.ePALS.com.  I do not know if this is aimed specifically for military families, but that is a great idea!  This particular website has limited countries to choose from - I think there are about 6 or 7 countries listed available for contact.  However, I would completely understand the use these types of programs may have for families that relocate often.  It would allow them to maintain friendships and also locate new friends on the verge of a imminent move.

Stephanie - that is great that we used the same website for the Telecom assignment and I enjoyed your lesson plan concerning science.  It is a great opportunity for children in different climates, geographical areas, and continents to compare and contrast nature.  And with the ability of technology to transmit pictures, movie, and audio clips, there is a lot you can do to integrate technology into this lesson plan!
Conclusion:  This semester has been my first exposure to discussion boards in Blackboard.  Admittedly, I was not looking forward to being in front of the computer so much, but I do believe this has been a positive experience for me.  Like I mentioned in one my responses above, I am a shy student in class, so this type of forum allows me to voice my opinion more when I clam up in class!  Discussion Boards also allow you to think and gather resources prior to creating a thread or responding to another – it makes for a more well rounded and credible discussion overall.  However, one of the pitfalls of discussion boards is that not everyone works on the same time schedule.  You may have to wait a few hours or even days for a question to be answered or for a website to be posted.  When you need answers immediately, in class meetings has the clear advantage.  
