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E-Portfolio

     I never imagined how much work this course entailed. I thought I would learn about the different programs on the computer, do some worksheets and maybe take some tests. Wow, was I wrong! This course has been both a headache and a blessing to me. Not knowing much about computers, I thought the ITEC501 class would be good to take as my first course in the Teacher’s Licensure Program, hoping any newly acquired skills would help me in future classes. I was very nervous to hear I would be required to make an e-portfolio for the class. Little by little my skills and lesson plans for each computer program were added. My biography, my philosophy, my resume and all my classmates’ bios were added to this e-portfolio. It was starting to come together. Technology standards for students and teachers were added along with web site resources. 
     All these things are inter-twined. Each computer program builds upon the previous one, and then adds new skills. I learned writing lesson plans are very involved. Not only do you look at the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL’s) but also the ISTE National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS*S). Integrating technology into the classroom is no easy task; I found some computer programs to be more of a challenge than others. I learned that teachers can work as a team by brainstorming ideas. I sought out help from the teachers I work with and found them to be very cooperative and helpful. I am very proud of the skills I have acquired and my lesson plans. I look forward to using them in my classroom. I have learned that there is so much more to do with computer technology than using it to write letters or reminders to the parents. It can be 

                                                                                                  Reflection of ITEC501       3                                      

integrated into the curriculum and used whether you have four computers or a computer for every child in your classroom.
Theme

     My theme throughout the course was to think simple. My lesson plans were all geared toward the Kindergarten students. Most of our students have not mastered the alphabet or letter sounds yet, so my integration of technology had to have very basic directions for the computer in the lesson plans. This required a lot of brain storming with other teachers to discuss what the children were capable of achieving. I feel I have accomplished a couple of good lessons and am looking forward to implementing them in the future. I tried to develop new lessons for the topics we cover each year. We cover the Apple unit and Five Senses unit for a week. Currently we don’t have any lessons integrated into the computer so I made an Apple Chart in excel that requires the children to fill in a graph. That took me quite a long time to work out the bugs and I think it is good enough to use in class. Then I made a quiz in the PPT program for the Five Senses that requires the children to type words and drag pictures. 
                                                                 Standards

     The VA Technology Standards for Instructional Personnel (TSIP) basically states that teachers are required to have the knowledge and apply what they know about computers in the classrooms. They should be able to use the computer effectively to enhance their lessons, support the Virginia Standards of Learning, evaluate software and websites and be able to use the computer as a communication tool. The ISTE National Education Technology Standards are written for teachers and students. They are similar to the TSIP 
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in regards to knowledge and applying it but I noticed it also included the phrase “maximize student learning.”   We want to progress in technology for the betterment of our students!
     When I started this course I rarely used the computer, it frightened me. Now I am more confident and not afraid to make mistakes, especially since I’ve learned to save twice! I can see the computer as a tool to aide my students who need that little extra help with letters and sounds, and for those who mastered that already it can challenge them. My lesson plans incorporate the basic standards for the students. My Kindergarten students are not going to do research papers so I incorporated the basic skills they need to know. Starting with the mouse, one click, and two clicks, moving the mouse, talking about the brain of the computer, the keyboard, and the screen are all basic things that the students need to learn to operate the computer. Repetition is a vital part of teaching for the younger grades so each computer class we repeat how to get into a program and open their file. I was very surprised at how fast they learned from my Tutorial “How To Use Paint” and I was amazed at how the children helped their neighbor in the computer lab by explaining the drawing icons.

Theorists
       Donald Schon argued that society needed to learn and adapt to the constant change in everyday life. Have you ever heard the saying “keeping up with the times”? Well throughout history there have been constant updates: Industrial Revolution, Space Exploration and even Doppler Weather Forecast. Schon says society must be able to keep their identity but still bring about change. I would have to say his biggest contribution 
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affecting teachers would be his work on “The Reflective Practitioner.”  I think it is beneficial for teachers to step back and examine what they have done to see what works and what doesn’t work. I have learned to do this as a Kindergarten assistant. I am constantly re-examining with the help of the teacher to organize center rotation or checking the students in while taking their lunch order. But mainly we reflect on what teaching strategy helps a student learn.
     I incorporated a lot of Bloom and Tomei into my lesson plans. Bloom had six major categories of Educational Objectives: knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation. With his highest level being the evaluation, my kindergarten students were only as far as application, the third category. In my word lesson plan (the B and H sort) most of them had the knowledge of the letters, and they could comprehend that they had to type in the letter B or H under the pictures that begin with that letter. Tomei’s six categories are based on technology learning. They are literacy (this being the lowest level), collaboration, decision-making, infusion, integration and tech-ology. Once again my Kindergarten students are not far up the ladder being only on the second rung at collaboration. This spring we will introduce the students to e-mail. That is my lesson plan for telecommunications. I’ll have them reply to their partner by typing one word then clicking on the reply box. As the students reach higher grades in middle and high school they should be able to master all of Tomei’s categories. Kindergarten students will stay in the lowest level under Tomei’s Technology Learning whereas in Bloom’s Educational Objectives they can reach the third category.
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Technology Integration

     Some may ask why we must have computers integrated into our lessons. Well it goes back to the saying “keeping up with the times.” Computers are found everywhere, in hospitals, stores, companies and almost every home. Many jobs are requiring computer skills and the teaching profession is no different. I look at learning to use the computer as a benefit not a hindrance. The Carroll and Witherspoon book “Linking Technology and Curriculum” is an excellent resource for websites, integrating ISTE Standards into curriculum and using technology in the classroom.  The more children use the computer the more proficient they will become. It is time for the teachers to use modern technology and get away from the chalk and erasers. I have learned that making my lesson plans was very time consuming but as I become more proficient the task should become easier.
Summary

     I have learned to not be afraid of the computer. Technology integration will be inevitable and also very useful. I also learned that Kindergarten students can still navigate the various computer programs by using simple commands, repetition and keeping the lesson plan simple. Reflection is a much needed process for teachers so they can evaluate their teaching style and methods for the benefit of the children. Incorporating Tomei’s Taxonomy for the Technology Domain in our curriculum will benefit the children and ready them for the outside world technologically. Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives will help teacher’s reach their goals in the classroom. Technology is a useful tool that can benefit teachers, parents and students of all ages.
