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   My name is Annie Spencer. I am married and have a family. My husband’s job allowed us to travel frequently across the United States and overseas. Although I welcomed seeing new places, it did hinder my education and my employment stability. I volunteered teaching catechism at church, being a room Mom in my daughters’ classes, and in several different positions for Girl Scouts.  I love working with children. They keep me young. I grew up with laughter in my house so that plays a role in my philosophy of learning. My life experience also plays a role in my philosophy of learning.
   I have been married for 27 years. My husband John is retired Air Force and works for a private company. I am very lucky because he loves to cook. Our oldest daughter graduated from college and has been working for the same company for 5 years. She will celebrate her second wedding anniversary this month. Our youngest daughter has taken a break from college and is working full time at a credit union. She has decided to live with her sister so her commute will be short. I have one pet, a Siberian Husky named Nakia. He’s twelve years old and a big part of our family.

   I was in the military stationed in Guam when I met my husband. We didn’t have to go anywhere for our honeymoon because we were already on an island paradise! I had never seen so many different shades of blue in the ocean. The water was beautiful. After four years I decided to get out because I didn’t feel comfortable leaving our daughter with temporary guardians during deployments while we were stationed overseas. Oh the places I’ve been and the memories I have due to the military assignments. My favorite country to visit was Germany. The countryside was clean and beautiful. People were very friendly, helpful and they loved children. They were always willing to help when your child was upset. My funniest memory was stomping grapes on our neighbor’s porch while we were stationed in Crete, Greece. It was beautiful living next to the Mediterranean.

   Before I joined the military I only completed two years of college. I hoped to finish my degree but online classes were not available years ago and only Business classes were offered on the overseas bases. My major was Elementary Education. I had always known I wanted to be a teacher ever since I was a little girl (I played teacher and had all the neighborhood kids come to my house to do their homework). So my education was put on hold a lot with me only taking classes while we were stationed in the United States. It took my family to remind me what I have always said to them (never give up your dream, you can be anyone if you work hard and put your mind to it) for me to complete my degree. So after 29 years I earned my bachelors. I am currently enrolled in the Teacher Licensure and Master’s Program. As for employment, moving frequently allowed me to experience several different types. I worked everywhere we were stationed. Each job I had was an opportunity for me to meet people, learn new things and make improvements if necessary.

   Volunteering has kept me busy through the years and is part of my learning philosophy. I taught Pre-school and Kindergarten Catechism. I always helped in my daughter’s classes. Some of the positions I held in Girl Scouts were a Troop Leader, Co-leader, Treasurer and Registrar. 
   My philosophy is I believe children should learn about different cultures so they know being different is Ok and we can learn from each other. I want laughter in my classroom because I grew up with it in my house and children today grow so fast and take on adulthood too fast. Children should learn to help one another and that by volunteering in life brings about the greatest reward, not money but personal satisfaction. I believe a good parent takes an active role in the upbringing of their child by helping with homework, teaching respect and spending quality time with them. I will help my children to learn they can succeed at anything if they work hard and never give up.
   My life has been very fulfilling by raising a family, traveling, completing my degree, working an assortment of jobs and by volunteering. I am ready to continue with my dream of being a teacher and staying young at heart. I look forward to working with parents by helping their children succeed in school and as caring individuals.
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