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Discussion Board
   Our class participated in discussions that were posted in the Blackboard website. I believe many colleges are now using this method of communicating between teachers and students. The discussion board can have many topics and they don’t have to be added all at once. The topics will be relevant to your class. I liked the first topic called 501 Café. It is a virtual coffee shop and you can discuss whatever you like. Another good topic is Useful Links. This had links pertaining to our class such as examples of the e-portfolio and helpful websites. As our class completed a computer program, a new topic would appear. Some topics were Word, Excel, PPT, and Access topics. Students could discuss their lesson plan or ask questions. We were able to comment on IT Evolution, Use and Integration by discussing our favorite technology and how IT has changed over the years.
   I really enjoyed using the Discussion Board. I liked that you could check it everyday if you wanted to at a time that was convenient for you. That’s the big difference between Discussion Board and Tapped-In (an on-line chat). With the on-line chat, it’s held at a certain time and the dialog goes really fast. By the time I typed in my response five or six comments went by. It was nerve wrecking to me. The discussion board is a much slower pace and you get to think about the comments posted before answering them.
   I have examples of postings in which I have started a thread and examples of me adding to a classmates thread. In the 501 Café I discussed my Word Tutorial.
	Date: Tue Oct 03 2006 22:32

	Author: Spencer, Anna  

	Subject: Word Tutorial

	Just wanted to share with you the results of my word tutorial. It was "How to Use Paint", geared toward Kindergarten students. My class at school was able to do the program in the computer lab. We were amazed at how fast they caught on! If someone forgot how to use the bucket or open the text box, there neighbors were willing to tell them how. They really enjoyed themselves.

Annie
	


	Date: Wed Oct 04 2006 09:37

	Author: Garrison, Mary

	Subject: Re: Word Tutorial


That sounds like fun!  I'd be interested in seeing your tutorial sometime! Mary
	Date: Wed Oct 04 2006 21:55

	Author: Teabo, Sharon  

	Subject: Re: Word Tutorial

	Kindergarten... amazing : ) Good news, we'll all see Annie's tutorial during her final presentation. Good job! --ST
	


Two examples of IT Evolution, Use and Integration are Akemi is talking about the current program called Class XP and Bruce is talking about the technology advances and integrating them into our lessons.

	Date: Sat Sep 02 2006 08:07

	Author: Parker, Akemi Christina 

	Subject: The IT's of today


Another software I am becoming familiar with is Class XP which I am using in my kindergarten class. These allow the teacher to record attendance and submit it to the office, without paperwork!  It is a revolutionary idea because it ends the routine of gathering all the slips, waiting until all teachers turn them in, and the risk of losing them.  This software also makes it easy to compile information on students and print it out in Excel format.  For example, if you wanted all the birthdays of the children ranked in a certain way, it is possible.  

	Date: Mon Sep 04 2006 23:35

	Author: Spencer, Anna  

	Subject: Re: The IT's of today


I totally agree that class XP is the greatest!. I didn't know it could do the birthday list. Maybe you could enlighten me. It seems we learn something new each day.
	Date: Mon Sep 04 2006 10:31

	Author: Chadwick, Bruce R. 

	Subject: Today's Dream World


   As I have mentioned in other areas. I come from the dinosaur days of a rock tablet and chisel. I however like today’s improvements. We are able to do so much that we could only dream about ten years ago.   I use the basics. LCD projector, PowerPoint, movie maker. I will soon have a smart board. I am excited. But even that will only be as good as the techniques I incorporate into my lessons.   I think streaming videos are great. I feel overheads are antiques, But as soon as I do I need to use one. I guess we should not throw out the old ideas. Just incorporate the new ones.

	Date: Mon Sep 04 2006 22:24

	Author: Spencer, Anna  

	Subject: Re: Today's Dream World


I am so glad I'm not the only one from the rock tablet and chisel days. I have to admit the new technology scares me. I was getting comfortable with overhead projectors and simple copy machines. I agree we need to welcome new technology and refer back sometimes to the old technology. Lots of training will make teachers more comfortable with incorporating new technologies into their lessons.
Here are comments regarding IT’s of yesteryear and my favorite. 
	Date: Mon Sep 04 2006 23:29

	Author: Spencer, Anna  

	Subject: IT


Back in my school days, Instructional Technology was in the form of chalk, record players and filmstrips (they are film on a reel that if you don't stop it in time it comes off the reel and flaps, flaps, flaps )! We didn't have computers in high school. The newest IT was the electric typewriter and all the business classes had them. Of course I was college bound and figured their was no room in my class schedule for typing. So now I'm paying for it by hen pecking my way across the keyboard.

While finishing my degree I've had to learn to use the computer. Even had my daughter show me how to make a power point presentation. Looking forward to using it again because it would be helpful at back to school nights. The computer has to be my favorite IT. Mainly I use Microsoft Word and Excel. I still have a lot to learn about those programs but now basic functions allow me to write notes and rosters for the class. We use computers in the classroom. We installed a Breakthrough to Literacy program that the children enjoyed. This year we added two more Kindergarten classes and decided not to purchase more CD's. I think the reading teacher is looking for a different Language Arts program. We would like our students to have some time on the computer so hopefully other programs will be available to install. My favorite teacher computer program is Class XP. I agree with Akemi that taking attendance is faster and easier by using this program. It also lists your student’s info should you need it. Teacher’s really enjoyed being able to process the report cards on the computer too. I've heard a lot of positive feedback about that. Computers have definitely become a teacher's best friend.

By the way, I still have my electric typewriter. Just in case my computer crashes.
I answered Akemi’s posting about her Kindergarten class not having specials.
	Date: Tue Sep 19 2006 18:14

	Author: Parker, Akemi Christina 

	Subject: Integrating Tech into Elem


This year at the elementary school I work at, they changed the rotation of 
specials, and decided to eliminate computers. Teachers are still able to 
make appointments at the lab once a week, but students lose the consistency of 
attending and building on to their knowledge they would get with a  weekly attendance. Now, teachers will be less likely to make time for a trip each week, and the 
students are more likely to forget material between each meeting. However, 
I suppose I will try to envision what we could have done to integrate Word 
into our curriculum! My content area will be in the elementary school with a 
target audience of 2nd to 3rd graders.

By this time, the children will already have mastered their alphabet, 
how to differentiate between upper and lower case letters, read more 
challenging books, and have had experience with group activities! Now it 
would be time to incorporate technology with this knowledge!

	Date: Wed Sep 20 2006 07:11

	Author: Spencer, Anna  

	Subject: Re: Integrating Tech into Elem

	Akemi,

It is a shame computers were cut from your schedule. We went to full day Kindergarten this year at McAuliffe and were able to keep computer lab in our specials rotation for Kindergarten. Maybe someone from your school can contact our principal Ms. West and discuss our schedule. Some children don't have computers at home so being able to work with them at school is their only opportunity.  I was amazed at my class when they did the Paint program last week. A lot of the students grasped it quickly. Computers also help children with their motor skills and social skills. Several students were willing to help their neighbor by telling them which icons to click on for drawing or writing text. With computer technology being such an integral part of our lives today, it is essential that we provide computer classes to the students. And we all know it is easier to learn things when we are young. 

Annie
	


I was able to help a classmate by posting a website for SOL’s.

	Date: Sat Oct 07 2006 11:51

	Author: Oliver, Erica  

	Subject: Excel


I have not turned in my excel lesson plan as of yet because I am still a little confused about what I should be doing.   I don't really make lessons using Excel in my language arts class.  Does anyone have any suggestions?

	Date: Sun Oct 08 2006 21:31

	Author: Spencer, Anna  

	Subject: Re: Excel

	Erica,

 I decided to look at the SOL’s to give me an idea of what the students need to know. Kindergarten has very basic concepts, so looking at the SOL’s helps me to keep it simple. You can go to the website: www.knowledge.state.va.us and click on the curriculum and then the grade level. It also has lesson plans but I'm trying to develop my own. We are not using any computer programs in our room yet, just in the computer lab. Sorry I don't know how to link the website yet!

Hope that helps.
Annie Spencer
	


	Date: Wed Nov 01 2006 07:24

	Author: Roach, Sara  

	Subject: Re: Excel


Annie

That is an awesome website. It helps the SOL’s to be broken down even more. I've been using the state website but of course I will use this one now too. Thanks.

	Date: Sun Nov 05 2006 09:48

	Author: Guinn, Linda  

	Subject: Re: Excel


For me the Excel lesson plan presented the challenge of language. Just as Annie is limited by her non-reading Kindergarteners, I'm limited by my non-reading, non-speaking ESL students. I decided they could make a chart of their countries of origin. To have more data, I asked the other ESOL teachers to participate. We have over 90 children speaking more than 20 languages. This will give us enough info to make our spreadsheet interesting and use the calculation tool.

I started a new thread regarding the Access program and how it seams to be  too difficult to integrate into the Kindergarten lesson plans. My thread generated five postings that talked about the difficulty of integrating the more complex IT programs like Excel, Access or Telecommunications.
	Date: Tue Nov 07 2006 21:41

	Author: Spencer, Anna 

	Subject: Access


My fear of the computer is not as great anymore. Learning all the different programs has made me to think of ways to get even the youngest grade level involved with computers. As kindergarten teachers we shouldn't feel left out of this wonderful technology. The more difficult programs like Access required more brain storming with another teacher. But that I think is what teaching is about, feeling like your part of a team and able to give and receive ideas for the benefit of the students. Now if I could get over the fear of Front Page I 'd have it made!
	Date: Sun Nov 12 2006 08:39

	Author: Parker, Akemi Christina 

	Subject: Re: Access


Anna and Sara - I too have trouble formulating lesson plans with some of the programs such as Access and Telecommunications for a specific grade level.  Although I am doing my portfolio for a higher grade, I am having trouble trying to see how to integrate technology into a kindergarten class.  We just went to the computer lad for the first time this week with the children, and all we did was get them oriented with the computer parts and they did an interactive alphabet game.  Many of these children do not know their letters and to be honest do not have enough self control to work independently on a computer.  However, like Anna mentioned, I do not take this as a defeat.  I think this makes for a great opportunity for collaboration and group planning to create lesson plans that have solid structure and objectives for children of such a young age.  It will interesting to see if I can integrate some this year!

	Date: Mon Nov 13 2006 21:25

	Author: Spencer, Anna  

	Subject: Re: Access


Akemi,

   Don't give up on Kindergarten.  You would be amazed at what they can learn to do on the computer. Some may take a little longer to grasp the techniques of using the mouse and it's important to let them keep trying instead of you doing it for them. That's something I'm still working on. Start them off with the Paint program. Do lots of repetition. Such as how do we get to Paint? Click on Start, then what? Click on Programs, then what? etc... We went to computer lab today and the children were making patterns, ab and aabb patterns using the pictures in Kidspiration.  They got to print out their patterns and take them home. They really enjoyed it.
I started a new thread about my lesson plan in Access.
	Date: Tue Nov 07 2006 21:22

	Author: Spencer, Anna  

	Subject: Access


I am using Access to keep a list of the 200+ books I have accumulated. I sorted them by title, author, subject and holiday. So far I've only put about 15 in the program. I figure I'll do the rest over the winter break. I was going to have the Kindergarten search for books but that would be too hard. So I was stumped for a week or two trying to figure out what type of list 5 and 6 year olds could work with.  Brain storming with the technologist at my school has helped me. We figured the students could have a list of favorite foods, colors and pets. We could talk about prediction of which they think is the class favorite. Then they could filter the list and see who else has that same favorite color, food or pet. We decided to limit them to a choice of 3 foods, 3 pets and 6 colors. The best part is the technologist wants to use my lesson plans. It may need some tweaking but isn't that what lessons are all about. Seeing what works and what doesn't work.
	Date: Wed Nov 08 2006 18:23

	Author: Roach, Sara  

	Subject: Re: Access

	Annie,

 That is a neat lP for students in kindergarten. They will or should enjoy that activity. Will the students be able to add to this chart on their own?


  I really enjoyed using the Discussion Board. I liked that I could answer at my own pace and ask questions right away instead of waiting for the next class. I think it would be a great tool for all teachers and grades 3-12. The lower grades K-2 may be too young.
