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   Telecommunications is a very important part of our society. It is defined as communicating from a distance or remotely. There are several forms of telecommunicating. The most popular are e-mails, instant messages and the internet. If you work for corporations or big companies you might have heard of video or telephone conferencing. They save the companies money because there will be less business trips. Many teenagers have heard of 3-way calling. All these are part of telecommunicating. Another form of telecommunicating is Blackboard. I learned about Blackboard from taking the ITEC501 class. It lists all the course information on the Blackboard website. Some of the items you can access are the class schedule, syllabus, class assignments and web links associated with your class.  You can post comments or questions on the discussion board. I find it very beneficial and easy to navigate. I would assume most colleges are using Blackboard or something similar. The last form of telecommunicating I will discuss is the chat room. Most people have heard of this especially teenagers because the dangers have been blasted all over the news. In class we used the chat room called Tapped In. It’s for college students. That was my first time in a chat room. It is not something I use at home. A chat room is where you log in and can write to everyone else that is logged into the same room. It goes very fast so I hope you are fast readers and typists. The following paragraphs are from Tapped In. My ITEC501 class is discussing the reading assignment by Donald Schon. I have added information about the readings and my opinions along with the transcript.
   Donald Schon was a philosopher who changed our view of education. The reading on learning, reflection and change was long but very informative. I agree with his discussion on learning systems. These systems must constantly improve themselves without losing their identity. This was mentioned in our chat.

               ShellyJo: I liked his comments on how "systems need to maintain their identity" 
               yet change.
               MaryHG: I liked what he had to say, his ideas about embracing change when its 
               needed, even a complete overhaul of how the organization, school does things.

               AkemiP: Yes I agree Shelly, We need to keep a traditional image of school 
               intact, but we also need to make appropriate changes to meet the needs of new 
               generations and era.
               AnnaS: I agree Akemi.

New ideas, technology and methods are continuous in our society and organizations and school systems must stay current with them. School systems must never forget that their primary focus is to educate the children. I think we can use Mr. Schon’s idea of single –loop learning in our classroom. When a child makes an error, the teacher can detect it, explain the problem again and have the child correct it.    
   Another concept Mr. Schon wrote about was reflective practice. This practice brought about the professional developments programs. These programs can be for large or small groups of teachers. Reflective practice can be by a mentor to a new teacher or by one self. We want to reflect on past experiences or ideas from texts. We had several comments in the chat room regarding lesson plans as a means of reflective practice. Should teachers use lesson plans and how long with the same lesson plan?
MaryHG: They must have some plan for what they are going to cover in a              class.
KristineN: Higher Ed teachers may not make lesson plans, but they still make plans on what to teach.
EricaO: I hit on what I see that the kids have scored the lowest in.

SaraM: I think students of higher Ed teachers are more willing students so they        don't need strict lesson plans.

StefanieH: They are usually more interested in the subject because they can choose it.
MaryHG: The syllabus is like a lesson plan.
SaraR: Exactly.
SaraM: It is difficult to pull information from grade school students; you need lessons to fall back.

JamieJ: I think some of the older teachers would enjoy their jobs more if t they                                                                                                                                              changed their routine. I mean anyone would get tired after using the same material for 20 yrs in a row!   
ShellyJo: Jamie, I am only in my fourth year and I am getting a little bored with the material, so I am making changes this year.   
AnnaS: I've noticed too that the same worksheets are done for 2 years now. No telling how many years before that.

MaryHG: It seems like the experienced teachers may be less likely to want to be reflective about their teaching. 
ShellyJo: I think as long as teachers are doing their job, they should not have to worry about writing down specific lesson plans.
AnnaS: I think having lesson plans keep the teachers on track

LindaGu: We must have a direction to follow.
MaryHG: For me writing down lesson plans helps me get my thoughts organized.  I think I will have to do it whether its required or not.
StefanieH: Shelly, I don’t know, I think we all need a road map

I feel lesson plans are a way for teachers to be reflective. They set a guideline of material to be covered and should allow for the teacher to deviate according to the students input if necessary. Portfolios were also discussed and everyone agreed that they are a useful tool for employment, for assessment and for showcasing your talent.
StefanieH: ok so I am going to bring up a new random subject.  Do we create     portfolios in the UMW teaching program at all?

ST: Stefanie... some of the education staff are discussing portfolio... types, use, integration.

SaraR: right now there is a national standard of testing...I remember back in the 80s you were only tested at different grades.
MeghanWM: But then, all children learn differently, so why can't we test them differently?
AkemiP: I understand Meghan...why should tests be different for children just because they live in different states?
LindaGu: Who would decide what was best for each child?
MeghanWM: Good point, Akemi
CynthiaK: That's why our standards are minimums.
AkemiP: A good point...but when do we draw the line and say all kids should be able to take tests in this manner?
MaryHG: Yes, Meghan, like letting them decide whether to take a test or present a project on the subject matter.

SaraM: but minimums can be detrimental.
AkemiP: Are we being too lenient on demands?
EricaO: I think as teachers SaraM we should be trained and knowledgeable and a lot of teachers have a lot of knowledge but don't know how to administer it
ST: Stefanie, the portfolio that you create for 501 can include other artifacts from other classes.

AnnaS: Let's face it some students are terrible at taking tests. They freeze.
BruceC: It was interesting how they mentioned portfolios. I have seen his method being used more and more.
SaraM: The tests are dumbed down every year it seems.
KristineN: All children do learn differently that’s why I like authentic assessment; students shouldn’t be graded by standardized tests alone.
MeghanWM: That's what irks me- who does decide what someone should know? And why are they the ones who decide?
SaraR: According to NCLB all students have to be tested regardless of their learning capabilities...if they don’t pass the school doesn’t get federal funding.
AkemiP: We do not want to teach them that just because learning is not easy in one place that they should automatically quit it and seek easier methods

ST: Stefanie, several universities now require portfolios as an exit requirement.

AkemiP: I think portfolios are excellent.
KrystynaK: I like the idea of a portfolio too
AkemiP: I did one in undergrad...hated doing it sometimes but enjoyed the end result and confidence it gave me
ST: Did I mention that they are good for job interviews, promotions, grants, etc.
SaraR: I agree Akemi but in 2003 is when NCLB took effect and that’s when everything started changing---for better or worse?
CynthiaK: I'm using a portfolio in my AP class. It is organized through Richmond and is set-up according to European standards. The evaluation is being implemented in 5 states.

MeghanWM: Bruce, I think she's saying that now SOLs and standardized tests are "the thing", and there's the chance that portfolios could become "the thing" in the future, with everything riding on them as it does now on standardized tests.

ST: You know that you can add to your portfolio... and you want to because it demonstrates growth.

AkemiP: Portfolios allow you to demonstrate your capabilities over a period of time
MeghanWM: and growth, as well\
StefanieH: Akemi, then you remember it better
StefanieH: I do better with learning by doing.

StefanieH: I think a lot of us do.
AkemiP: Me too...hands on all the way.
SaraR: I agree with you Stefanie.
AnnaS: Me too!

   The chat went too fast for me. It was like having everyone talk at once. I would much rather talk in a classroom face to face. The topic was interesting and a lot of comments were on track with the assigned reading. I have a broader knowledge of the different grade levels and lesson plans.
