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Animal Habitats: A Scientific Investigation
· Part 2

Overview

For this assignment, our class will create an All-Star Habitat Book.  You will need to choose one of the habitats you researched in our previous project to publish.  We will break up into groups based on the different habitats and each group will be responsible for creating one page of our book.  Once the individual pages are complete, we will compile the book as a class.   
Goals

1. Choose habitat to publish
2. Create research-based book page in Word
3. Publish document using PDF writer
Instructional Topic
Animal Habitats
· Water Habitats – rivers and streams, ponds and lakes, wetlands, oceans

· Land Habitats – rainforest, tundra, taiga, desert, temperate forest, grasslands
Prerequisites

· Completion of previous assignment – Animal Habitats: A Scientific Investigation (Part I)
· Understand how to resolve conflicts that may arise during group work.

· Able to insert text and graphics (using Clip Art) in text boxes.

· Able to add/insert bullets

Directions

You will have one week (five sessions) to complete this project.  You will use each morning science block (9:15am-10:00am) to work on creating your book page as a group.  You will have access to the computer lab and laptop computers to complete the assignment.  By the end of the week, you should be prepared to publish your book page, transferring to a PDF file.

Interest Approach

During our last investigation, you were able to research and summarize important facts about water and land habitats.  In order to create a lasting project to share and enjoy, we will create an All-Star Habitat Book.  You will team up to create the pages of this book so it will be very important to listen to each other and include everyone’s ideas.  Together, I know that we will create an awesome book to enjoy for years to come!

Performance Objectives

1. The student will be allowed to review their previous assignment in order to select one habitat to publish in our class book.  Performance will be satisfactory if students submit their choice to the teacher by the end of the first session.  Selections will be honored as long as each habitat is represented by a group.

Activities for Objective #1

The student will:

· Review previous assignment

· Select one habitat to publish 

2. The student will be allowed to refer to a group checklist as they work with a group in order to create a research-based book page in Word.  Performance will be satisfactory if students hand in their checklists and save their work to the student share drive (using the name of their habitat) by the end of the fifth session with all sections completed.  In order to receive full credit, the page must include at least one graphic from Clip Art that is related to the habitat as well as the facts from our previous assignment (habitat name, location, climate, animals, plants, and interesting facts).  Please see rubric and checklist for details.
Activities for Objective #2

The student will:

· Refer to checklist as they work 

· Combine information from group members 

· Summarize and organize the information

· Create a research-based Word document

· Include at least one appropriate graphic from Clip Art
· Include required information

· Save to student share drive

3. The student will work with a group in order to publish the research-based book page using a PDF printer.  Performance will be satisfactory if students save the PDF file to the student share drive (using the name of their habitat) in the class folder.     

Activities for Objective #3
The student will:
· Print their document using “doPDF” printer
· Save to student share drive
Instructional Materials
1. Internet access
2. Word

3. PDF printer (doPDF)

4. Clip Art

5. Laptop or lab computer

Post-test

Students will be evaluated using the rubric and checklist below.

Rubric

The following rubric will be used to assess the student’s Word document:
	4
	3
	2
	1

	All required information is included in the Word document.  Additional detail and graphics may be added.
	Most of the required information is included.  The graphic is related to the habitat.   
	Some of the required information is included.   The graphic is not related to the habitat. 
	Word document is lacking significant information and does not include a graphic.


Checklist
The following checklist will be used to assess group and individual contributions.  Each student will complete a confidential checklist.
	
	· If answer is yes
	If a box is not checked, please explain why:

	I took at least one turn at the computer


	
	

	Everyone in my group had at least one turn at the computer
	
	

	I contributed information from my previous project
	
	

	Everyone in my group contributed information from their previous projects
	
	

	I listened to my group members


	
	

	Everyone in my group did a good job listening to others.
	
	


Task Review
	By the end of the 1st Session
	By the end of the 5th Session

	Review previous assignment
	Combine information from group members

	Select habitats to publish
	Summarize and organize the information

	
	Create a book page using Word

	
	Print to PDF printer

Save Word document to student share drive 

Save PDF document to student share drive

	
	Complete checklist
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Animals in the habitat:










Plants in the habitat:

Interesting facts:
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