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PowerPoint Presentation – Famous Americans
· Part I

Overview

For this assignment, you will investigate a famous American from our nation’s history. You will record your research in a PowerPoint presentation. Once you input and review all of the information, you will then share your findings with the class.
Goals

1. Choose a famous American to research 
2. Create research-based PowerPoint presentation
3. Present findings to the class

Instructional Topic
Famous/Important Americans
Prerequisites

· Familiar with use of laptops and lab computers.

· Understand how to access and use third grade sections of the Margaret Brent Elementary PortaPortal.

· Able to summarize factual information.

· Able to insert text and images in PowerPoint template.

Directions

You will have four sessions to complete this project. You will use each social studies block (9:15am-10:00am) to gather information and organize it into a PowerPoint presentation. You will have access to the computer lab and laptop computers to complete the assignment. By the end of the fourth session, you should be prepared to present your PowerPoint to the class.

Interest Approach

Throughout history, there have been numerous citizens that have made a positive impact on our world today. It is important for us to celebrate and honor their contributions. In this investigation, you will take a closer look into the life of an important American, highlighting their successes, achievements, and major contributions to our society. You have several Americans to choose from, including past presidents, activists, and historical figures. Once your selection has been made, you will need to research and create a PowerPoint presentation based on your important American. Finally, you will share your presentation with your classmates. 
Performance Objectives

1. The student will be allowed to review the list of famous Americans in order to select a famous American to investigate. Performance will be satisfactory if students submit their choices to the teacher by the end of the first session. Selections will be honored as long as each famous American is represented within the class.

Activities for Objective #1

The student will:

· Review famous American list
· Select a famous American to investigate

2. The student will be allowed to reference a biography website as well as a tutorial in order to create a research-based PowerPoint presentation. Performance will be satisfactory if students save their completed work to the student share drive (using their first name and last initial) by the end of the fourth session. In order to receive full credit, students must include information about the person’s life, their major accomplishments, and the time period in which they lived. Please see rubric for details.
Activities for Objective #2

The student will:

· Research information on selected American
· Summarize and organize the information

· Create a research-based PowerPoint presentation
· Save to student share drive

3. The student will individually present their research-based PowerPoint presentation to the class.  Performance will be satisfactory if the presentation includes a summary of what they learned about their selected American. The student must speak in a way that is logical and easy to understand by the teacher and the other students. The student will have access to a laptop and projector for the presentation.  Please see rubric for details.   

Activities for Objective #3
The student will:
· Present the PowerPoint presentation to classmates

· Summarize what they learned about their selected American

Instructional Materials
1. Internet access
2. PowerPoint
3. Laptop or lab computer

4. Projector

Resources
http://www.fcps.k12.va.us/KingsParkES/technology/bios/index.htm
Post-test

Students will be evaluated using the rubrics below.

The following rubric will be used to assess the student’s PowerPoint presentation:
	4
	3
	2
	1

	All required information is included. Additional detail, effects, and graphics are added. 
	Most of the required information is included.  
	Some of the required information is included.  
	PowerPoint presentation is lacking significant information.


The following rubric will be used to evaluate the student’s oral presentation:
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Student is able to clearly explain the information in their presentation.
	Student is somewhat able to explain information in their presentation.
	Student is able to explain information in their presentation with a few errors.
	Student has difficulty explaining the information in their presentation.

	Student speaks clearly and is easy to understand throughout the entire presentation.
	Most of the time the student speaks clearly and is easy to understand.
	Some of the time the student speaks clearly and is easy to understand.
	The student does not speak clearly and cannot be understood.

	Student maintains consistent eye contact with audience.
	Most of the time the student maintains eye contact with audience.
	Some of the time the student maintains eye contact with audience.
	The student does not keep eye contact with audience.


Task Review

	By the end of the 1st Session
	By the end of the 4th Session

	Review famous American list
	Research information on selected American

	Select a famous American to investigate
	Summarize and organize the information

	
	Create a research-based PowerPoint presentation

	
	Save to student share drive

	
	Be prepared to present PowerPoint presentation*


*Specific presentation dates and times will be determined later.  
Famous Americans

Select from the following list:

1.  George Washington

2.  Betsy Ross

3.  Abraham Lincoln

4.  Susan B. Anthony

5.  Martin Luther King J.

6.  Thomas Jefferson

7.  George Washington Carver

8.  Rosa Parks

9.  Thurgood Marshall

10.  Benjamin Franklin

11.  Helen Keller

12.  Pocahontas

13.  Jackie Robinson
PowerPoint Tutorial
Use this tutorial to help you complete your PowerPoint on famous Americans. Once the basic PowerPoint is completed, you may add slide effects as well as a graphic (from the biography site).
	Step 1

· Open the PowerPoint template and enter your famous American in the title section.
· In the subtitle section, enter your name.
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	Step 2

· Enter your famous American in the title section.
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Write a summary of the information you researched in this section.
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	Step 3

· Use additional slides for more information and/or graphics.
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