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Animal Habitats: A Scientific Investigation
· Part I

Overview

For this assignment, you will investigate two animal habitats.  You will record your research in a Word document.  Once you input and review all of the information, you will then share your findings with the class.
Goals

1. Choose two habitats to research
2. Create research-based Word document

3. Present findings to the class

Instructional Topic
Animal Habitats
· Water Habitats – rivers and streams, ponds and lakes, wetlands, oceans

· Land Habitats – rainforest, tundra, taiga, desert, temperate forest, grasslands
Prerequisites

· Familiar with use of laptops and lab computers.

· Understand how to access and use third grade sections of the Margaret Brent Elementary PortaPortal.

· Able to summarize factual information.

· Able to insert text in text boxes.

Directions

You will have one week (five sessions) to complete this project.  You will use each morning science block (9:15am-10:00am) to gather information and organize it into a Word document.  You will have access to the computer lab and laptop computers to complete the assignment.  By the end of the week, you should be prepared to present your Word document to the class.

Interest Approach

Calling all third grade environmentalists!  Now that you know a little bit about each of the major habitats on our planet, it is your job to take your knowledge to the next level.  You will be responsible for investigating two different habitats and teaching your classmates all that you learn about those animal homes, including the location, climate, and the kinds of plants and animals you can find there.  With so many interesting facts, it will be important for you to organize the information you gather into a Word document.  Remember to summarize what you find using your own words; words that you and your classmates will understand.  Get ready to learn and explore! 
Performance Objectives

1. The student will be allowed to explore a habitat website (http://www.mbgnet.net/index.html) in order to select one water habitat and one land habitat to research individually.  Performance will be satisfactory if students submit their choices to the teacher by the end of the first session, proving that of their two habitats, one is water and the other is land.

Activities for Objective #1

The student will:

· Review habitats link

· Select two habitats to investigate

2. The student will be allowed to reference a habitat website in order to create a research-based Word document.  Performance will be satisfactory if students save their work to the student share drive (using their first name and last initial) by the end of the fifth session with all sections completed.  In order to receive full credit, students must complete the six sections: name, location, climate, animals, plants, and interesting facts for each habitat.  Please see rubric for details.
Activities for Objective #2

The student will:

· Research information on selected habitats

· Summarize and organize the information

· Create a research-based Word document

· Save to student share drive

3. The student will individually present their research-based Word document to the class.  Performance will be satisfactory if the presentation covers each of the required sections (see Objective #2).  The student should select one piece of information from each section to share with the class.  The student must speak in a way that is logical and easy to understand by the teacher and the other students.  The student will have access to a laptop and projector for the presentation.  Please see rubric for details.   

Activities for Objective #3
The student will:
· Select one piece of information from each section of the document to share
· Present the Word document to classmates

Instructional Materials
1. Internet access
2. Word

3. Laptop or lab computer

4. Projector

Resources
http://www.mbgnet.net/index.html
Post-test

Students will be evaluated using the rubrics below.

The following rubric will be used to assess the student’s Word document:
	4
	3
	2
	1

	All required sections are completed as part of the Word document.
	At least 5 required sections are completed as part of the Word document.
	At least 3 required sections are completed as part of the Word document.
	Less than 3 required sections are completed as part of the Word document.


The following rubric will be used to evaluate the student’s oral presentation:
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Student is able to clearly explain the information in their document.
	Student is somewhat able to explain information in their document.
	Student is able to explain information in their document with a few errors.
	Student has difficulty explaining the information in their document.

	Student speaks clearly and is easy to understand throughout the entire presentation.
	Most of the time the student speaks clearly and is easy to understand.
	Some of the time the student speaks clearly and is easy to understand.
	The student does not speak clearly and cannot be understood.

	Student maintains consistent eye contact with audience.
	Most of the time the student maintains eye contact with audience.
	Some of the time the student maintains eye contact with audience.
	The student does not keep eye contact with audience.


Task Review

	By the end of the 1st Session
	By the end of the 5th Session

	Review habitats link
	Research information on selected habitats

	Select two habitats to investigate
	Summarize and organize information

	
	Create a researched-based Word document

	
	Save to student share drive

	
	Select one piece of information from each section to share

	
	Be prepared to present Word document*


*Specific presentation dates and times will be determined later.  
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