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ePals: Global Communication
Overview

For this assignment, you will have the opportunity to communicate with a student from another country using the ePals program. Before you contact your ePal, you will research their location and write a draft of your friendly letter. Once you have had your letter approved, you will be able to begin communicating with your ePal via email.
Goals

1. Research location of ePal
2. Compose friendly letter in Word
3. Communicate with ePal via email
Instructional Topic
Writing – Friendly Letters
Prerequisites
Teacher:

· Established ePals account

· Established SchoolMail email accounts

· Matched with ePals classroom

Student:

· Familiar with the parts of a friendly letter

· Familiar with Word

· Familiar with email
Directions

You will have four sessions to complete the first two goals of this project. You will use each writing block (12:30-1:00) to gather information and compose a friendly letter to your ePal. You will have access to the computer lab and laptop computers to complete the assignment. By the end of the fourth session, you should be ready to conference with me about your letter. After our conference, you will be able to send your first email to your ePal. The final goal of this assignment will be ongoing. You will be communicating with your ePal through the end of the school year. 

Interest Approach

Have you ever imagined what it would be like to live in another country? Have you ever thought about what school is like other places? Well, for our next writing project, you will get to find out! Using a program called ePals, our classroom will be connected to a partner classroom in a foreign country. Every member of our class will have an ePal. Before you get writing, you will be required to do some research. It is important that you have an understanding of our partner classroom’s location. This will help you ask your ePal some great questions and learn about their customs and traditions. Once you have completed your research and written a draft of your first letter, I will help you edit before we finally email your ePal. I know you are probably anxious to get started, so let’s get going! 
Performance Objectives

1. The students will be allowed to work as a class to review the profile and map sections of the ePals website in order to research the location of the partner classroom. Performance will be satisfactory if students include accurate information in their writing. Students must include at least one significant fact and an appropriate question in their friendly letter. 
Activities for Objective #1

The student will:

· Review sections of ePals website
· Include pertinent information in friendly letter
2. The student will be allowed to reference a sample letter and any previous research in order to compose a friendly letter to their ePal. Letters will be composed using Word. Performance will be satisfactory if students save their completed work to the student share drive (using their first name and last initial) by the end of the fourth session. In order to receive full credit, students must include all of the parts of a friendly letter as well as at least one significant fact and an appropriate question. Please see rubric for details. Upon completion of letter, students should sign up for an editing conference with the teacher. 
Activities for Objective #2

The student will:

· Refer to sample letter and research

· Compose a friendly letter in Word
· Save to student share drive

· Sign up for editing conference

3. The student will refer to teacher comments from editing conference to communicate with their ePal by using the SchoolMail email program. Students should copy and past their letters directly from Word into the text of the email. Performance will be satisfactory if the final (edited) draft is sent to ePal within two sessions of the editing conference. Email communication should continue throughout the year on a bi-weekly basis.  
Activities for Objective #3
The student will:
· Edit draft letter
· Copy and past from Word to email

· Send final draft of letter to ePal

· Continue emailing every two weeks

Instructional Materials
1. Internet access
2. ePals account  

3. SchoolMail (email program)

4. Word

5. Laptop or lab computer

Resources
http://www.epals.com/
Post-test

The following rubric will be used to assess the student’s friendly letter:
	4
	3
	2
	1

	All required information is included. Letter includes additional detail, facts, and/or questions.
	Most of the required information is included.  
	Some of the required information is included.  
	Letter is lacking significant information.

	Letter contains all parts of a friendly letter.

	Letter contains almost all the parts of a friendly letter.
	Letter contains some of the parts of a friendly letter.
	Letter is lacking format. Few, if any of the parts of a friendly letter are present.


Task Review

    By the end of the 4th session:


Within 2 sessions of conference:


	· Review sections of ePals website

· Compose a friendly letter in Word

· Include pertinent information in friendly letter

· Save to student share drive

· Sign up for editing conference*

	· Edit draft letter

· Copy and past from Word to email

· Send final draft of letter to ePal

· Continue emailing every two weeks




*Specific dates/times for conferences TBD
Friendly Letter
Sample Format
April 9, 2008

(Today’s Date)
Dear Suzie,

(Greeting)

________________________________________________________________________

(Body)


________________________________________________________________________










Sincerely,










(Closing)









Mandy









         (Your name)














































































