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     Autobiography
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My personal story began 23 years ago in Nuremburg, Germany.   Born into a military family, we lived in several different places before settling in Stafford, Virginia.  I grew up with a brother, six years my junior, as well as my Pomeranian, Schatzi.
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[image: image5.wmf]The entirety of my education took place in Stafford County Public Schools with the exception of my college experience at William and Mary.  Once I graduated with a degree in Psychology and a concentration in Elementary Education, I returned to my hometown to begin my teaching career.  It is comforting to know that I have come full circle, exchanging my role as student for teacher.    
At an early age, I knew that I wanted to become an educator.  Some of my earliest memories of a classroom are from teacher workdays that I spent with my father.  After he left active Army duty, he became a reservist.  Using his military experience and education degree, he began teaching in alternative education programs.  Although I did not aspire to work with similar populations of students, I admired his dedication to making a difference in the community.  

I have also had a few first-hand experiences that have helped solidify my decision to become a teacher.  During my junior year at William and Mary, I spent my winter break on the island of Bequia, located in the southern-most portion of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  
Due to a critical teaching shortage on the island, this Service Learning Program allowed me to become a full-time teacher during my visit.  A year later, I returned to the island to implement a new reading curriculum at the Sunshine School for children with special needs.  The experience of working with different cultures has given me an added appreciation for our advanced educational system with access to numerous technologies.  




Currently, I am in my second year of teaching third grade.  I have just started my Masters of Education in Instructional Technology Leadership. As I simultaneously teach and learn, I can directly apply what I am taught in my own classroom.  This program will allow me to gain knowledge of the newest technology in our word today.  In addition, I hope to gain ideas on how to effectively integrate technology with the curriculum.  As a reflective educator, it is important for me to regularly examine my techniques and approaches to learning in an effort to find what works best for me as well as my students.  Ultimately, I want to achieve a better understanding of how technology can be used as a tool for learning.

It is astounding to consider the vastness of technology.  Today, people of all ages can access tools such as email, instant messaging, word processing, and even online video games.  Furthermore, it is even amazing to consider the impact that technology is having on education.  I look to the future with tremendous enthusiasm and excitement.
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