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The impact of technology extends to our entire population. As Carroll and Witherspoon (2002) mention, “everyone has a technology story” (p. 1). My own journey began at a very young age when I first became mesmerized by technology. In elementary school, I started using school computers to play games such as Number Munchers and Oregon Trail. Once my family purchased a household computer, I frequently used word processing programs to type notes or stories. Since then, I have experienced the creation and expansion of the Internet as well as many other new technologies. Today, I use technology tools on a daily basis, including everything from email to instant messaging.
I applied to the University of Mary Washington College of Graduate and Professional Studies with an interest in the Instructional Technology Leadership program. My ambitions have always included technology, however now that I am an educator, it is even more apparent that teachers need to foster an appreciation and understanding of technology for students.  This is especially true given that students are exposed to cutting-edge advancements throughout their lives. Therefore, it is vital for me to continue my own learning so that I can apply my knowledge to the classroom setting.  

As the use of technology increases, it becomes undeniably important to integrate it into the classroom. In fact, technology is now a part of the Virginia Standards of Learning. By the end of fifth grade, students are expected to demonstrate basic technology skills, identify the related social and ethical issues, and utilize technology for research, problem-solving, and communication purposes. It is evident that technology is no longer simply an adjunct to curriculum; it is an essential part of learning in classrooms and schools everywhere. 

When I decided to take Instructional Technologies (ITEC 501), I had several personal and professional goals in mind. Not only did I want to become more knowledgeable, I also wanted to develop into a more effective educator. Consistently engaging students in everyday lessons is by no means an easy task.  For students, research supports the enhancement of student learning, reporting that “students retain 20% of what they see, 30% of what they hear, 50% of what they see and hear, and 80% of what they see, hear, and interact with” (Eskicioglu & Kopec, 205).  The use of technology and multimedia promotes interactive lessons that grab and maintain student attention.  By taking this course, I ultimately wanted to achieve a better understanding of how to use technology as an efficient tool for learning. 
This course has undoubtedly helped me accomplish my goals. The culminating project for this course required that I create an ePortfolio. Although I completed an undergraduate portfolio, this one was more comprehensive in nature. My ePortfolio provides evidence of how I met both national and state technology standards. It displays each one of the skills I acquired throughout this course as well as examples of how I integrated the skill into the third grade curriculum. In fact, most of the lessons that I planned have already been implemented in my classroom. As a current teacher, I truly appreciated the real-world application of the skills that were taught throughout the semester.
The first major goal of this course was to develop technology literacy. In Taxonomy for the Technology Domain, Dr. Lawrence Tomei (2003) this goal would fall under the first level of his taxonomy. This level involves mainly the understanding of technology. In order to accomplish this goal, I became more comfortable with programs such as Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Access. In some cases, I reviewed what I already learned but in a few instances, I used programs for the first time. For example, to demonstrate my understanding of Access, I created database that included student contact information and birthdates. Additionally, I used FrontPage to produce my actual ePortfolio. On my ePortfolio’s technology page, there are descriptions of the assignments that I completed this semester as well as links to the files that demonstrate my mastery of the skills.  Each one of the activities that I executed shows my commitment and determination to remain a life-long learner.
The second goal of this course was to integrate appropriate technologies. According to Tomei (2003) this goal can be categorized at Level 5. This goal is of a higher level because it involves creating new materials and teaching with technology. For each skill that I completed this semester, I also created a corresponding lesson plan. As I previously mentioned, third grade was my target audience and I was able to incorporate several of the lessons into actual learning units. For example, I created a PowerPoint integration lesson plan in which I had students research and create a presentation about one of the important Americans studied in third grade. I found the integration aspect of this course to be the extremely advantageous  
The third and final goal of this course was to evaluate instructional materials and instructional strategies. Topping out Tomei’s Taxonomy (2003) at a Level 6, this goal addresses social and ethical concerns. To accomplish this goal, I assessed different types of search engines and described their features in order to find out which were the most effective. I also reviewed several educational web sites that related to the third grade curriculum and completed a site evaluation tool (S.E.T.) to determine if the site met certain criteria. As Carroll and Witherspoon (2002) state, teachers and parents have a responsibility to make sure that a site is suitable for children. With safety as a priority, it is important that teachers (and students) do not shy away from technology, but instead learn how to search for online tools and resources more effectively. 
When I look back at the work that I completed this semester, it is quite astonishing! As time consuming and difficult as the assignments may have been, it was worth it in the end. I leave this course with an overflowing box of tools, resources, lessons, and ideas for integrating technology in the classroom. Not only was I able to accomplish my own personal and professional goals, I was also able to address the goals set forth by this course.
My technological journey will continue on after this course concludes. In the future, I would like to become a leader within my school; both on and across different grade levels.  Currently, I work closely with our school’s Technology Resource Teacher.  We have collaborated on several projects for the classroom including ACTIVote sessions, SMART Board lessons, and Internet research projects.  The Instructional Technology Leadership program will allow me to step outside my role as simply a classroom teacher and provide a link between newer technological equipment and the classroom setting.  I hope to become a resource for teachers needing support and guidance as they begin to integrating technology in the classroom. Now that I have completed both this course and my second year of teaching, I feel more confident in my abilities to effectively integrate technology in the classroom. Instructional Technologies (ITEC 501) has helped to set the foundation for my future education and career goals and for that, I am extremely grateful. 
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