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Web Search Strategies

· General Search Engines

A general search engine is named appropriately. Once you input key words or a phrase, the engine searches its database of web sites, pulling up any site with those words. Due to the massive nature of the web and these engine databases, your search could yield more than a million results! Despite the overwhelming number of results, you can typically find what you are looking for by examining the first few sites that come up and/or slightly adjusting your key words. 
Before beginning my investigation, I was most familiar with this type of search engine. In fact, I usually visit Google, one of the most popular general search engines, on a daily basis. I even use it at school to help answer questions that arise during a lesson or to find an image to accompany a vocabulary term.  In addition to Google, there are several other general search engines to consider. For this project, I used Google, Yahoo, HotBot, and AllTheWeb to search the key words “animal habitats.” While they use their own database, they produced similar results. Some of the special features of these engines are described below. 
Google – This search engine was fairly simple and easy to use.  The main focus was the search bar that appeared in the middle of the page. After typing, the user may select “search” or the unique “I’m Feeling Lucky” feature. If you choose to rely on luck, then you can avoid the long list of results and Google will take you directly to the first web page in your results. Google also offers other features including searches for music, images, videos, and news. It can also provide quick definitions, calculations, and currency conversions. One of the newer features is a refined search that allows you to add more detail to your search and focus on exactly what you are looking for. This feature is especially important since my search for animal habitats posted over 400,000 results.
Yahoo – This search engine had numerous links to other sites and features. Due to the busy nature of the main search page, this was one of my least favorite general search engines. While I appreciated the access to weather, email, and the latest news, it was visually overwhelming. Furthermore, I feel that students in elementary school would have an especially difficult time navigating this search engine. There are several elements that could distract students, not to mention the possibility that they would access something that was inappropriate (a news article about the war, an online video, etc). Some of the other special services offered by Yahoo included travel and blog searches, map directions, and numerous directories. After entering the same key phrase (animal habitats), the site posted an astonishing 21,300,000 results! In my opinion, bigger and busier is not always better.
HotBot – This search engine allowed me to choose between MSN and lyGO when searching key words. I decided to use lyGO and I quickly noticed some enjoyable features. First of all, the lyGO (beta) visual search is an effective way to scan websites.  Once the results were posted, all I had to do was run my arrow over the website and it would display a preview. This saved a lot of time and energy because I was able to evaluate and exclude sites efficiently. Additionally, this feature would be beneficial to students as they search online, especially if they are looking for a particular site. Another quality that I enjoyed about this engine was the filters which allowed me to include or exclude certain sites as well as focus on a particular region or date for my search. Overall, this was an impressive search engine and I look forward to utilizing it in the future, both in and out of the classroom setting.
· Multi-Threaded Search Engines

A multi-threaded search engine allows you to search multiple engines at the same time. By allowing access to more of the Web, it is more likely that you will find exactly what you are looking for, or something even better! Even though I was previously unfamiliar with these engines, I found them to be very useful. As an example, I have described my experience using Dogpile.   
Dogpile – When I entered the key words “animal habitats” Dogpile simultaneously searched Google, Yahoo, LiveSearch, AskJeeves, and more. The search produced a list of 76 web sites, most of which I noticed from the results of the individual general search engines. Dogpile also includes several of the features from general search engines such as filters, spelling suggestions, and adjustable preferences. Multi-threaded search engines seem to be a great way to perform an efficient search of the web’s most popular general search engines, all at one time. As an educator, I am always looking for more effective ways to perform tasks so this is an extremely valuable discovery!
· Categorical Search Engines
During my investigation, I discovered that categorical search engines are similar to multi-threaded engines in that they search multiple databases simultaneously. These types of searches also allow you to narrow or expand your results using related categories. When you input your key words into a categorical search engine, you will not only access a variety of popular search engines, you will also get a more advanced search; one that takes into account several factors to produce the most valuable results.
Search – I decided to use Search.com to perform the same key word search for animal habitats. The site itself promotes the idea that it is a one-stop shop and I definitely agree. The search for “animal habitats” resulted in a comprehensive list of 180,030 relevant sites. Search.com also includes a directory that organizes Web sites by subject and category. I was even able to narrow my search clicking on topics such as plant habitats, ocean habitats, etc. The site also included features from other engines such as image, video, and reference searches.
