Lesson Plan for Desktop Publishing
Letters Home from the Battle of 1st Manassas

Lesson Summary:
During this lesson student will view primary source documents form the Civil War write a letter home as if they were a soldier in the Civil War telling about their feelings after the battle of 1st Manassas. They will insert a picture of themselves in Civil War costume. The letters will be put into a PDF file and compiled into a booklet with a table of contents. 

Learning Objectives:
· Students will read and discuss letters from the Civil War, and be able to identify them as a primary source

· Students will write a letter home as if they were a Civil War soldier. The letter will include a greeting, body, closing and salutation appropriate to the time period.

· Students will interpret the battle of 1st Manassas from the perspective of being a soldier who took part in that battle.

· Students will include in their letter the facts of the date and place of the battle, the weather, Jackson getting the nickname of “Stonewall”, the outcome of the battle, and their feelings during the battle and afterward.

· Students will change the background of their letter so it will appear old. They will use a cursive font to be more realistic. 

· Students will uses Picasa to change pictures to sepia tone

· Students will insert their picture from the class file into their letter
· Students will turn their word document into a PDF file and save to a class folder

· Students will spend time reading the combined letters and navigate the table of contents.
Standards: 
· 4.7 The students will write effective narratives, organize writing to convey a central idea, use available technology.

· VS1 The students will identify and interpret primary documents to understand events in history; draw conclusions and make generalizations; interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives.

· VS 7b Students will identify the First Battle of Manassas ad the first major clash of the Civil War. Confederate General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson played a major role in this battle.
· Use general purpose productivity tools and peripherals to support personal productivity, remediate skill deficits and facilitate learning throughout the curriculum
· Use technology resources for problem, solving, self-directed learning, and extended learning activities

· C/T 3-5.2 The student will demonstrate proficiency in the use of technology. 
1. Use skills and procedures needed to operate various technologies such as scanners, digital cameras and hand-held computers
2. Identify basic software applications such as word processing and databases. And spreadsheets.
· The student will use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.
1. Produce documents demonstrating the ability to edit, reformat and integrate various software tools.

2. Use technology tools for individual and collaborative writing, communication, and publishing activities.

Materials:
· Digital camera

· Civil War trunks or uniforms

· Primary source letters from the Civil War

· Computers on wheels or lab.

· PDF writing program.

Specify the Problem/Lesson Introduction:
In this lesson we will be reading and discussing letters written during the Civil War. Because they were written by people who were there, they are primary sources. While letters are being read you will also have the opportunity to dress in a Civil War costume and take and have your picture taken in costume. During the second part of this lesson you will write a letter to your parents as if you were a soldier who fought in the battle of 1st Manassas using Microsoft Word. The letter should include facts about the battles which include why General Jackson was given his nickname, when and where the battle was fought and the outcome of the battle. You should include your feelings and recall things you would have seen and heard. Letters should include a greeting, body, closing and salutation. The letters will be put into a PDF booklet which will include a table of contents. The booklet will be put on the j drive and you will be able to read all the letters. 
Before Going to the Computers:
· Students will read and discuss the battle of First Manassas. p.298 – 299  in their text Social Studies Virginia by Scott Foresman
· Students will dress in Civil War costumes and using a digital camera will take and have their picture taken by another student. (Pictures will be downloaded into a folder on the j drive to be retrieved later.)
· Copies of Civil War letters (primary sources) will he handed out to students. Students will read and discuss the letter in small groups as others are taking pictures in costume. 
· Letter form will be discussed and modeled by the teacher. 
While at the Computers:
· Students will uses Picasa to change pictures to sepia tone

· Students will use Microsoft Word to write their letters. They will use a script type font such as Monotype Corsiva, Blackadder ITC, Bradley Hand ITC, Edwardian Script IT, French Script MT, Palace Script MT,, Rage Italic, Script MT Bold.
· Once written they will use Spell Check to help edit their letters.
· Students will change the background color of their letter by going to format>background>fill effects> textures. They may choose from one of the following backgrounds; Recycled paper, Parchment, Stationary, Papyrus, and Canvas.
· Student will save their letter to the folder to their home drive.

· Students will go to insert>picture>from file. They will find the folder on the j drive labeled Barnes Civil War Pictures.

· They will find and highlight their picture and insert it into their letter.
Assessment: Letters will be graded according to the rubric.

	Objective or Performance
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	1. Students will use Word to write a letter The letter will have a date, greeting, body, closing and signature. 

	Letter is not in the right format and there is no evidence that there is a distinction between 2 or more parts of the letter.  The letter has many grammatical, punctuation and spelling errors and it is difficult to follow. The writer is out of character.
	The letter may be missing one part to the letter. There are grammatical, punctuation and spelling errors but you can follow the idea and voice of the letter.
	The form of a letter has been followed. There are only a few errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling. The letter follows a good sequence and the voice of the writer is evident. Writer stays in character. 
	The letter includes all required parts. There are no errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling. The letter is interesting, and the writer uses elaboration. The writer stays in character and the voice of the letter is very evident.
	

	2. Students will add interest to their letters by using a script font in a good reading size changing the background into one of the suggested types and inserting the picture where it does not distract from the letter.

	Letter shows evidence of three of more of the following

· Did not use a Script font

· Background is missing

· Background was changed to something other than one of the given choices 

· Font is too small or too large and distracts reader

· Picture is not inserted

· Picture is inserted in a place where it is distracting to the reader
	Letter shows evidence of two  of the following

· Did not use a Script font

· Background is missing

· Background was changed to something other than one of the given choices 

· Font is too small or too large and distracts reader

· Picture is not inserted

· Picture is inserted in a place where it is distracting to the reader.
	Letter shows evidence of one of the following

· Did not use a Script font

· Background is missing

· Background was changed to something other than one of the given choices 

· Font is too small or too large and distracts reader

· Picture is not inserted

· Picture is inserted in a place where it is distracting to the reader
	Letter shows no evidence of the following

· Did not use a Script font

· Background is missing

· Background was changed to something other than one of the given choices 

· Font is too small or too large and distracts reader

· Picture is not inserted

· Picture is inserted in a place where it is distracting to the reader
	

	3. The information on the battles is historically correct

	 Three or more historical mistakes are evident in the letter.
	 Two mistakes were made in the historical information.
	There was only one minor mistake in the historical information in the letter
	All historical information was included and was used in an interesting way.
	


Example of letter

July, 1863

Dear Mother and Father,


I take pen in hand to tell you of my time in battle. I fair well and am one of the lucky boys because I was not wounded. The battle was not what I thought it would be. It is far from the parade and happy smiles when we left.


It was a long hot walk over Northern Virginia. The July heat has taken its toll on some of my fellow soldiers, many have fainted from the heat. 

We are in a place called Manassas, not far from the United States Capitol of Washington D.C.  It is near a stream called Bull Run; I here that the Yankees are referring to the battle as Bull Run. 


While in the battle I was so scared! The cannons were exploding and I was afraid I was going to go deaf. Sometimes I wish I had, the cries of the soldiers around me who were wounded is something I will never forget. It was an awful sight and I have lost many friends. I feel fortunate to have been serving close to General Bee. Many of the soldiers were fleeing in the confusion, but take heart that your son was brave and stayed with the general. It looked like all was lost for the gallant South until General Bee spied General Jackson who had his troops in line and was not faltering. General Bee yelled above the noise of battle and shouted, “There stands Jackson like a stone wall! Let’s rally around the Virginian’s boys!” And that we did. 


The tide turned and the Northern Army of Virginia was victorious. We have the Yankees on the run back to Washington. I am sure we will soon be victorious and I will be home before too long.


I hope all is well with you and the family. How is the farm and my dog? I here the bugle for dinner and I must go. You as always are in my prayers.






You’re Loving Son,






Thomas

P.S. I have enclosed a picture of me in my uniform.
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