NTeQ Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Important Civil War People and Battles of Virginia

Subject Area(s): Social Studies 
Grade Level: 4th Grade


Lesson Summary 
This lesson is designed for 4th grade students. During this lesson they will use web sites from a given list, books, online encyclopedia and print, as well as text books to do research on a Virginian’s role, in on a major battle in Virginia during the Civil War. Students will use Microsoft Word to create a poster that will include a border, title, picture from the web, and accurate information about the person or battle. These posters will be used as an aide in giving an oral report. 

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the students will:

· Collect information, using the resources of the classroom, media center, including online, print and media resources  (Knowledge)

· Describe the role of a significant Virginian during the Civil War.  ( Knowledge)

·  Draw conclusions and make generalizations about the leadership of a significant Civil War Virginian. (Evaluation)

· Describe by geographic region where a given battle took place and explain the outcome of the battle. (comprehension)

· Draw conclusions on why Virginia became a major battleground during the Civil War. (Synthesis)

· Give an oral presentation using good voice tone, eye contact and appropriate language. (Application)

· Create a small poster using word. Poster will include the use of different size and font, a border, and an inserted picture or clip art. (Application and Synthesis)

Standards
National:

· Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.

· Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.

· Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.

· Students use technology to locate, evaluate and collect information from a variety of sources.

· Students use technology tools to process data and report results.

Local:

· ES 4.2  to make oral presentation by organizing information around a central idea with supporting details, creating a simple visual, such as a poster or technology tool presentation, that helps listeners follow the presentation and    speaking clearly, using voice level and speaking rate.

· ES 4.6 The student will demonstrate comprehension of information resources to research a topic. Construct questions about a topic. Collect information, using the resources of the media center, including online, print and media resources. Evaluate and synthesize information.

· ES 4.9  Students will formulate research questions based on a topic, select and use appropriate references, begin to use search engines, select the information that is related to their topic, combine (synthesize) related information from two or more sources .                

· VS 7b The students will demonstrate knowledge of the issues that divided our nation and led to the Civil War by describing Virginia’s role in the war, including identifying major battles that took place in Virginia.


Materials
It is helpful to include a “Think Sheet” of questions that require students to use critical thinking skills.
	· Where was your person born? 
	· Where and in what region was your battle fought?

	· What did they do before the war?
	· Who won the battle?

	· What position did they hold during the war?
	· How did the geographic location help or hinder the outcome of the battle?

	· How did their background prepare them for their job during the Civil War?
	· Who were the generals that led the battle?

	· Would you consider them a hero?  Why or Why not?
	· What new technology was used in this battle, if any?

	
	· What effect do you think this battle had on the outcome of the war?


Computer Functions and Data Manipulation
	· Computer Function
	· Computer Application

	· Write
	· Word processing

	· Edit 
	· Spell check

	· Research
	· Access a web site, search engine

	· Desktop publisher
	· Insert border, picture, and change fonts


Specify Problem

Today we are going to begin to gather information on, “Who were some of the leaders of the Civil War?” and “What major Civil War battles were fought in Virginia?” While these are facts you need to know, instead of just giving you a list to memorize you will be working with a partner to research, create a poster using Microsoft Word and give an oral presentation to the class so they can learn about that person or battle. I hope that by researching, evaluating information, and teaching the other students with your information, you will retain the information for more than just the test. You know that our text book uses color, pictures, and different fonts to make the pages more interesting. By using Word Art, inserting a picture of your person or battle, inserting a border and by changing color, size and type of font your poster will catch the interest of the other students and help with your presentation. The people you can choose from are: Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant, Thomas Jackson, Abraham Lincoln, and Jefferson Davis.  The battles you can choose are: First Manassas (Bull Run), Battle of Richmond, the Monitor and the Merrimack, Chancellorsville, The Wilderness, The Battle of Fredericksburg, and Appomattox Court House.  

Results Presentation
The students will present posters and give their oral presentations to the class.
Multidimensional Activities

Activities During Computer Use

For this activity you will be put in pairs by the teacher. Each person will spend time on the computer being the “driver” for half of the class time. You will choose a name from the list of either a battle of person. Once a name has been chosen by a group it is not available for use again. Have more than one choice. You will be given a web site that will help you find information. While the driver uses the computer the other partner will research using other references. You will look to answer the list of question on your check sheet. Each person will take notes. You will change “drivers” when the half is called by the teacher and continue doing the need research. 

After you have gathered the research the two of you will go to word and start to create your document. Once you have opened Word go to Save As > pull down the address bar and save to your home drive. Name your document Civil War Poster. Use Word Art for your title. Decide on the title and come to an agreement on the Word Art used. Take turns typing in your gathered information. Each of you practice changing fonts, decide which is most pleasing. If you can’t come to an agreement, use rock paper scissors to come to a decision. Together choose a picture and then a border to insert. If you can’t agree then one of you choose and insert the picture and the other choose and insert the border. After you have decided that your poster looks interesting, use spell check to edit your work. Read the poster aloud to each other to find other possible errors. Save your poster again and have teacher check. The teacher will decide if you can print the poster.

Activities Before Computer Use

 Students get into pairs chosen by the teacher. They will choose a topic from a list and get the guiding question work sheet from the teacher. Use of COW (Computer on wheels) will be reviewed. The youngest partner will use the computer first. The partner who is not at the computer will do research using print material.

Activities After Computer Use

 Students will divide information and practice giving on oral presentation. Students after practice will give oral presentation using good eye contact, good voice tone and rate. The poster will be displayed during presentation.  Students will take time to answer questions from the audience.

Lesson Introduction – 
Students will be told they will be choosing a person or battle of the Civil War from a list. They will research their topic using a work sheet with guiding questions. Using their research they will create a Poster using the COW (Computers on Wheels). There will be a check list for the poster so students will be able to check to see that they have included all requirements. Students will be put into pairs and a discussion will be held on how to share time on the computer and what is available to use for research. Their job is to create a poster and presentation that will help other students meet the requirement of knowing “What major battles took place in Virginia” and “Who were some of the leaders of the Civil War”   Work sheet with guiding questions, web sites and check list will be handed out.
	Activity 1 Research

Activities to be completed:

Prior to going to computer

1. Gather with assigned partner

2. Choose from the list either a battle or person to research

3. Get a list of guiding questions and web sites from the teacher.

4. Find out who is the youngest between the two of you. That person will be the computer “driver” first. That is the person who will save all information to their home drive.

5. The partner who is not at the computer will use print material to answer the guiding questions.

6. When teacher calls time switch places with your partner and finish answering the questions.

At the computer

7. Use the given web site to begin your research. 

8. Keep notes as you do your research on the sheet provided.

9. After using the web site. You may use a search engine such as “Google” to find more information.

10. When time is called change places with your partner.

After going to computer

11. With your partner combine the information found for each question.

12. Discuses questions and how you feel about your answers.


	Activity 2 Poster

Activities to be completed:

Prior to going to computer

1. Decide on a title for your poster

2. Review combined material and decide which will be written first, second … 

3. Sketch a plan for your poster

At the computer

4. Open Microsoft Word. 

5. Go to SAVE AS and save document to your home drive. Name your document  Civil War Poster

6. Go to Word Art and decide on a format to use and type in the title. 

7. Take turns typing the information

8. After information is typed decide how you will use different font size, color, and style to make poster interesting. Each of you change something and come to and agreement. 

9. Use Spell Check to edit your work.

10. Take turns, each of you read aloud to the other person what is written. Listen for things that need to be edited.

11. Save you poster.

12. Find a picture to insert into your poster. 

13. Insert the picture and move it to where you both decide it looks the best.

14. Go to Borders and Shading, decide on a border and insert it into the document.

15. On your work sheet use the check list and check off each requirement for the poster that you have done.

16. As the teacher to look at your poster for permission to print

17. Print the Poster only if the teacher has said “Print” 

18. Save your work and shut the computer down. Return to cart.

After going to computer

19. Hand the poster into your teacher. Make sure your names are on the back.


	Activity 3 Oral Presentation

Activities to be completed:

Prior to going to presentation

1. Get your poster from the teacher

2. Decide you will speak first and what each person will say.

3. Practice giving the presentation

4. Practice giving the presentation. Make sure you are using a good voice tone, and have good eye contact.

During the Presentation

5. Come to the front of the room

6. Stand tall, keeping your eyes on the audience. 

7. Take turns speaking. Speak clearly, not too fast or not too slow.

8. Share your poster

9. Answer all questions to the best of your ability.

After the Presentation  

10. give the poster back to the teacher

11. return to your seats and listen to the other presentations




Supporting Activities 

	Activity 2

Activities to be completed:
1. A discussion on plagiarism and why it is important to site other people’s work.

2. Model how to site a photograph: insert a text box under picture, type (c) date, and website.

	Activity 3

Activities to be completed:

1. While students are listening to presentations they will fill in the information template on each presentation.


Culminating Activity – 

The students will give an oral presentation of their person or battle. They will display the poster as they equally share the information. They will use good voice tone and rate, good eye contact and will stand still while giving the presentation. Students will then answer questions asked by the audience. While reports are given students who are listening will fill in study guide. 
Rotation Plan – 

During the research activity students will spend half of the time on the computer and half using printed material. The person to go to the computer fist is the youngest person of the pair. Teacher will call half time and students will change place. 

During the poster activity students will share typing, they will decide who will type what information during the pre-computer time. One will insert the picture and the other will insert the border. Poster will be saved to the youngest student home drive.
Assessment 
	Objective or Performance
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	1. Student with a partner will research a person or battle of the Civil War answering given guiding questions. 

	Not all information gathered is accurate. Students have answered only 1 or 2 of the questions.
	Students have answered at least 3 of the questions accurately. Spelling and punctuation errors do not interfere with the understanding of  the information.
	All guided questions have been answered accurately. There is some support for student’s opinions. Spelling and punctuation errors are minor.
	All guided questions have been answered accurately. Students have supported their opinions with evidence from their research. Very few if any spelling and punctuation errors are evident. 
	

	2. Students will create a poster about their topic including Word Art, a picture, a border, and changes in font

	Poster has incorrect information. Missing more than 2 requirements from the check list. Information is scattered and not clear.
	Poster has accurate information. Missing one requirement from the check list. Some information may be unclear.
	Poster has accurate information. All requirements are met from the check list. Information is clear.
	Poster has accurate information and is presented in a pleasing manner. All requirements are met from the check list and other visuals have been added.
	

	3. Students will present their research as an oral presentation using good eye contact, voice tone and rate. Students will answer questions from the audience.

	Students did not stand still. Good voice tone and rate was not used. Little eye contact with audience. Did not share the equally in presentation. Poster was not evident to audience. Students could not answer questions asked by the audience accurately.
	Only slight movement took place. Eye contact was kept with the audience for most of the presentation. Good voice tone or rate was used in most of the presentation 
Poster was partly seen by the audience. 
	Students stood still and kept good eye contact with audience. Good voice tone was used. Presentation was shared equally. Poster was seen by the audience. Students were able to answer questions accurately when asked by the audience.
	Students stood still and any movement added to the presentation. Voice tone and rate was clear and added to the presentation. Poster was used in a way that added to the presentation. All questions were answered correctly and well as other information was shared.
	


Civil War Poster Handout
Name of person/battle__________________




Name_____________

Below is the list of questions that should be answered during your research. You may add more information you find that you feel will add interest to your report.
Questions for a significant person 



Questions for a Virginia battle
	· Where was your person born? 
	· Where and in what region was your battle fought?

	· What did they do before the war?

	· Who won the battle?

	· What position did they hold during the war?
	· How did the geographic location help or hinder the outcome of the battle?


	How did their background prepare them for their job during the Civil War?
	· Who were the generals that led the battle?


	· Would you consider them a hero? Why or Why not.

	· What new technology was used in this battle, if any?


	
	· What effect do you think this battle had on the outcome of the war?



Web Sites to Use
People

Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 

http://www.collectorsnet.com/cwtimes/1bullrun.htm 

http://www.nps.gov/frsp/js.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_Jackson
Robert E. Lee

http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/events/civilwar/n-at-cst/hr-james/9mar62.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_E._Lee 

http://www.robertelee.org/ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_E_Lee
Ulysses S. Grant 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/ug18.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
http://library.thinkquest.org/3055/netscape/people/grant.html
http://faculty.css.edu/mkelsey/usgrant/index.html 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
Jefferson Davis 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_Davis
http://www.civilwarhome.com/jdavisbio.htm
http://ngeorgia.com/people/davisj.html
http://www.jeffersondavis.net/

Abraham Lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/al16.html
http://home.att.net/~rjnorton/Lincoln77.html
Battles

First Battle of Bull Run

http://www.civilwarhome.com/1manassas.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Battle_of_Bull_Run
http://www.collectorsnet.com/cwtimes/1bullrun.htm 

http://www.nps.gov/mana/home.htm 

Monitor 

http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/events/civilwar/n-at-cst/hr-james/9mar62.htm
http://americancivilwar.com/monitor.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Monitor
Merrimack

http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/events/civilwar/n-at-cst/hr-james/9mar62.htm 

http://americancivilwar.com/monitor.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Merrimack_%281855%29
Appomattox Court House

http://www.civilwarhome.com/appomatt.htm 

http://www.nps.gov/apco/chtparol.htm (Check the ALL the links on this site.)

http://www.nps.gov/apco/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appomattox_Court_House 

Battle of Fredericksburg

http://www.nps.gov/frsp/fredhist.htm
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/fburg.htm 

Battle of Chancellorsville

http://www.nps.gov/frsp/chist.htm 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Chancellorsville 

 Battle of the Wilderness

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Wilderness 

http://www.nps.gov/frsp/wshist.htm 

Confederate Capital 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond%2C_Virginia
http://www.civilwar.org/historyclassroom/hc_capitalcitieshist.htm (More than one confederate capital) 

Check List for Research
· Topic was chosen

· Both partners answered the questions

· All questions were answered

· Other information was gathered

· Research was combined and agreed on

· Questions and opinions were discussed 

Check List for Poster
· Title done in Word Art

· All questions answered

· Picture is inserted

· Picture is sited

· Border is inserted

· Change in font size, color, or style.

Check List for Presentation
· Parts of information was divided equally between partners

· Presentation was practiced more than three times.

· Both partners know information 

Information Gathered from Oral Reports
As you listen to each presentation fill in the form below. This will be a way of keeping the information and will become your study guide.

Name: Robert E Lee 

Where and when was he born?

What did he do before the war? 

What position did he hold during the war? 

Battles won / lost? 

Interesting information 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Name: Ulysses S. Grant 

Where and when was he born?

What did he do before the war? 

What position did he hold during the war? 

Battles won / lost? 

Interesting information +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Name: Jefferson Davis 

Where and when was he born?

What did he do before the war? 

What position did he hold during the war? 

Battles won / lost? 

Interesting information +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Name: Abraham Lincoln 

Where and when was he born?

What did he do before the war? 

What position did he hold during the war? 

Battles won / lost? 

Interesting information
Name of Battle: The Wilderness 

Where and what geographic region was the battle fought? 

Who were the generals involved in the battle? 

Who won the battle? 

I thought this was interesting. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Name of Battle: The Monitor and Merrimack 

Where and what geographic region was the battle fought? 

Who were the generals involved in the battle? 

Who won the battle? 

I thought this was interesting. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Name of Battle: The first Battle of Bull Run 

Where and what geographic region was the battle fought? 

Who were the generals involved in the battle? 

Who won the battle? 

I thought this was interesting. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Name of Battle: Chancellorsville 

Where and what geographic region was the battle fought? 

Who were the generals involved in the battle? 

Who won the battle? 

I thought this was interesting. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Name of Battle: The Battle of Richmond 

Where and what geographic region was the battle fought? 

Who were the generals involved in the battle?

Who won the battle?

I thought this was interesting.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Name of Battle: The Battle of Fredericksburg

Where and what geographic region was the battle fought?

Who were the generals involved in the battle?

Who won the battle?

I thought this was interesting
.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Name of Battle: Appomattox Court House

Where and what geographic region was the battle fought?

Who were the generals involved in the battle?

Who won the battle?

I thought this was interesting.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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During the Civil War Harriett worked in South Carolina as a cook, a nurse and as a spy for the Union Army. She later worked for the right to vote for women. Harriett died in Albany New York in 1913. 
Harriett Tubman was born a slave in Dorchester County Maryland in 1820. She was one of eleven children. Her childhood was filled with work. She once refused to help and overseer beat a fellow slave, because she refused he threw a weight at her and hit her in the head. This injury caused her to suffer for the rest of her life with seizures.





 In 1948 she and her brothers escaped. Her brothers got scared and returned to the plantation, but Harriet kept on heading north. In the north she found a job and saved money to help free other slaves. 
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           An Abolitionist





Harriett is known as the “Moses of her people” because she returned secretly to the South and led hundreds of slaves to freedom. She used The Underground Railroad to lead people north. The Underground Railroad was secret houses where escaped slaves could stop and be protected and fed on their way to the North. Harriett was a conductor on this railroad.
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