Lesson Plan 

Virginia’s Three Branches of Government

4th Grade Virginia History
Lesson Summary: 

Students will view an interactive Power Point presentation on the three branches of government in Virginia. During this presentation they will read about the different branches of government and their duties, visit the Virginia State web site, and view a United Streaming video on Virginia’s three branches of government. During the video portion students will take notes following the template provided. They will take an interactive quiz during the power point which will give them practice for possible questions asked on a test. 

Learning Objectives:
· Students will be able to open the j drive on the computer and locate the folder titled “ Virginia’s 3 Branches of Government”
· Students will be able to read and follow directions during the presentation
· Students will watch a video clip and take notes using a given template
· Students will be able to identify the three branches of Virginia government and identify the function of each
· Students will create a multi page Power Point identifying the 3 branches of Virginia’s government and a brief history of Virginia’s government.
· Students will make use of backgrounds, word art and animation in their Power Points
Standards:
· VS.10a The students will demonstrate knowledge of government, geography, and economics by identifying the three branches of Virginia government and the function of each.
· Use general purpose productivity tools and peripherals to support personal productivity, remediate skill deficits and facilitate learning throughout the curriculum
· Use technology resources for problem, solving, self-directed learning, and extended learning activities

Materials:

· Computer to access the Power Point presentation “Virginia has Three Branches of Government”.  ( Computers on wheels, or lab )

· A copy of note taking template
· A copy of Power Point Check List

Specify the Problem/ Lesson Introduction:

   Today you will be using a Power Point Presentation to help review Virginia’s three branches of government. Be sure to follow along each slide and read each one. There are buttons to click and places to visit throughout the presentation. One part of the power point is a video clip. During this you will fill out the work sheet. You will be able to pause the video and can replay it as well. The worksheet will be graded and used later as a study guide. At the end of the presentation there is an interactive quiz which will help you prepare for the test. You may retake the quiz by following the directions as many times as you would like. After you have gone through my Power Point and done the exercises you and a partner will create a multi slide Power Point on the three branches of Virginia’s government and have a brief history of Virginia’s government. You will get this information from the video and work sheet. In your Power Point you should use a background, Word Art, and some type of animation. 

Computer Activities:

Before going to the computer students will be given the introduction and handed the video template (worksheet) and be put in pairs.

While at the computer students will navigate through the Power Point presentation. During the video portion they will fill in the provided worksheet. Students will take the quiz included in the presentation until they feel they know the information.  

After going to the computer students will hand in the worksheet to be graded and then used as a study guide.

Students will be given the Power Point check list and return to the computer.

They will create a Power Point with at least 5 slides. Their Power Points will include a Title page and a brief summary of the history of Virginia’s government. (House of Burgesses 1607, the 3 Capitals of Virginia, each of the three branches of Virginia’s government. Power Points should have a background design and use some type of animation. 

Assessment:

The worksheet will be used as an assessment and will be graded per the system’s standards.
Power Points will be graded using the scale on the check list.
Worksheet for United Streaming Video

Three Branches of Government

You will fill in the blanks as you listen and watch the video during that part of the Power Point. You may you may stop the by using the pause button any time you would like. You may also move the bar under the picture to rewind or fast forward the video.

History: 

The Jamestown settlement was founded by the _______

in ______. The economic success of Jamestown was due to__________. The survival of the Virginia colony depended on the introduction of English ___.

The colony had the same legal rights and privileges as those who lived in __________. The House of _________

Was the first _____________ form of government and today it is called the ____________ __________. It was the first elected body in the Western Hemisphere.

Famous Virginians:

Our nation had a start with the help of many Virginians. George Mason wrote the Virginia Declaration of ___________. It is the basis for the U.S. Bill of Rights. James Madison served as the ___th president and is know as the Father of the ______________. Before Thomas Jefferson became our 3rd president he wrote the Statute for _____________ Freedom. That document became the basis for the _____ amendment.

The Civil War:
During the Civil War _____________ was the capitol of the Confederacy. The president of the United States, Abraham Lincoln wanted to preserve the _________ at all costs. The western part of Virginia did not use slavery and wanted to stay in the Union, it became the new state of ______ ___________. The Civil War ended when Robert E. Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant at

_________________, Virginia.

Reconstruction / Twentieth Century:

After reconstruction Virginia slowly changed from as rural _______________ society to an urban industrial society. Harry F Byrd was _____________ of Virginia and then became as U.S. Senator. In Virginia he set up the Pay as You Go policy that helped keep Virginia out of debt. In the 1950s he led the Massive ____________ against the integration of public schools. In 1990 Lawrence Douglas Wilder became the first elected black _____________ in the United States.

The Government: 
The middle part of Virginia’s Capitol building was designed by ______________ ______________ in 1788. It is the ____ oldest working capitol in the country. The west wing is home to the ____________ and the east wing is home to the House __ _______________. The office of the governor is on the ___rd floor. The legislative branch is called the ___________ ___________. It is made up of two houses the ___________ and the __________ ___ ____________ The General Assembly has the power to make or change_____.

The ______________ branch is made up of four levels of courts. It decides if laws have been broken. The Executive branch carries out the _______ passed by the state. The  __________________ is the head of the Executive Branch and lives in the Executive Mansion.
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Check list for our Power Point on
Virginia’s Government

History 

· House of Burgesses                    0-3 points  ____

· Virginia Documents and authors        0-4 points  ____

· The three capitals of Virginia        0-3 Points  ____

· Harry F. Byrd 




    0-2 Points  ____

· L. Douglas Wilder




    0-1 Point   ____

· Virginia’s Capital building

    0-3 Points  ____


The Three Branches of Virginia’s Government

· Judicial

1.  What does the branch do?

2.  Who are the members of the branch?

· Executive

1. What does the branch do?

2.  Who are the members of the branch?

· Legislative

1. What does the branch do?

2. Who are the members of the branch?

0-6 Points ____

Power Point

· Spelling no errors




5 Points  ____

           Few errors




3 Points ____

           Many errors                   1 Point   ____

Word Art used





     1 Point   ____

Background used                          1 Point   ____

Animation used                           1 point   ____

Title Page                               1-2 Points ___                             

A = 36-34  B = 33-31   C = 30-29   D = 28-26 F = 25-0
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