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Site Evaluation Tool (SET)
Name of Designer:  _Center For History and New Media ________________________________________________________

Location (URL if applicable): www.va400.org_________________________________________________

Topic(s): Virginia History_____ Date:  April 2, 2007_____________________

Evaluation:  1 Poor   2 Below Average   3 Average   4 Good   5 Excellent  NA Not Applicable
I. General –site includes
1.  A home/index page with designer/teacher info.

1       2       3      4      5       NA
· contact information



1       2       3      4      5       NA
· background of designer/teacher


1       2       3      4      5       NA
· link to course(s)/unit(s)



1       2       3      4      5       NA
· picture





1       2       3      4      5       NA
· audio welcome/intro



1       2       3      4      5       NA
· video welcome/intro



1       2       3      4      5       NA
· technical support info



1       2       3      4      5       NA
· date of last update



1       2       3      4      5       NA

2.  An overview (home) page for the course or unit.

1       2       3      4      5       NA
· includes summary of each lesson

1       2       3      4      5       NA
· time frame 




1       2       3      4      5       NA
· overall goals




1       2       3      4      5       NA
· materials needed



1       2       3      4      5       NA
· preparations/prerequisites 


1       2       3      4      5       NA
· hardcopies of lesson plans/handouts 

1       2       3      4      5       NA
(for teachers)
3.  Lesson plans/modules & related site pages are complete
1       2       3      4      5       NA
     (site does not contain “under construction” pages)

4.  Instructional unit includes supporting components

1       2       3      4      5       NA
     (resources, FAQs, technical support, instructional help,
      recommended links and/or reading, dictionary, etc.)
5. Out of site links are current




1       2       3      4      5       NA
6. Out of site links pop up in a new browser window

1       2       3      4      5       NA
    when “clicked”



7.  Permissions, copyright info, and requested links

1       2       3      4      5       NA
     from contributors are present

II. Design

  1.  Clear instructions are provided (beyond bulleted list)

1       2       3      4      5       NA
       (Reason for doing the lesson, etc.)

  2.  Page loads quickly





1       2       3      4      5       NA
  3.  Multimedia elements are included



1       2       3      4      5       NA
  4.  Media, such as graphics, are compressed


1       2       3      4      5       NA
  5.  Navigation is user friendly




1       2       3      4      5       NA
Evaluation:  1 Poor   2 Below Average   3 Average   4 Good   5 Excellent  NA Not Applicable

  6.  Information is no more than 3 clicks away


1       2       3      4      5       NA
  7.  Consistent design throughout site



1       2       3      4      5       NA
  8.  Color contrast (foreground/background)


1       2       3      4      5       NA
  9.  Font is easy to read





1       2       3      4      5       NA
10.   Media is consistent with subject & complements the site
1       2       3      4      5       NA
11.  Design elements are balanced



1       2       3      4      5       NA
       (text, white space, audio, graphics, etc.)

12.  Accessibility issues are addressed



1       2       3      4      5       NA
      (alternate text for graphics, etc.)

13.  Site utilizes fixed elements




1       2       3      4      5       NA
14.  Visual anchors assist users




1       2       3      4      5       NA
 III. Pedagogy
  1.  Syllabus is posted 





1       2       3      4      5       NA
  2.  Content is appropriate for audience



1       2       3      4      5       NA
  3.  Content is consistent with overall goals


1       2       3      4      5       NA
  4.  Each lesson includes goals for that lesson


1       2       3      4      5       NA
  5.  Each goal has an objective




1       2       3      4      5       NA
  6.  Each objective includes performance criteria


1       2       3      4      5       NA
       (Durability of objective, quality, quantity, etc.)

  7.  Each objective has at least one activity


1       2       3      4      5       NA
  8.  Objective uses action verb & is measurable 


1       2       3      4      5       NA
  9.  Each activity includes specific step-by-step instructions 
1       2       3      4      5       NA
10.  Each objective includes assessment/evaluation information
1       2       3      4      5       NA
11.  Teaching methods are appropriate for audience

1       2       3      4      5       NA
12.  Teaching methods are appropriate to subject matter

1       2       3      4      5       NA
13.  Teaching methods are appropriate to method of delivery
1       2       3      4      5       NA
14.  Site utilizes web-based instructional resources to 

1       2       3      4      5       NA
       enhance the learning environment (chat, discussion, email)

15.  Site provides inquiry-based interactive & active learning
1       2       3      4      5       NA
16.  Site/instruction provide alternative forms of teaching  
1       2       3      4      5       NA
       beyond text (auditory, visual, etc.)

17.  Site/instruction promotes progressive critical thinking
1       2       3      4      5       NA
Section points: General
__92_
(21 items; perfect score = 105) Your average __87%


Design

__65
(14 items; perfect score = 70)
Your average ___93%


Pedagogy
__84 
(17 items; perfect score = 85)
Your average       99%
Total Points: 
_241__
(52 items; perfect score = 260) Your average ___92%
Comments : This site was a great find. The lessons are varied and are differentiated. There are virtual tours included in this site as well. I plan on using lessons and resources provided in this site.
