Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Monster Exchange
Subject Area(s):  Language Arts
Grade Level: 4th 
Lesson Summary

During this lesson students in two different classrooms will draw a picture of a monster and then write a descriptive paragraph about their picture. Paragraphs will be typed in using Word and exchanged with the other 4th grade students in another class over the internet. Students in the other class will read the descriptive paragraph and draw the monster described. Pictures will be scanned and sent to the author of the paragraph. Pictures will be compared. The students will be able to evaluate their descriptive writing skills by examining the picture drawn by the reader of their paragraph and evaluating it to their original drawing.
This lesson plan was written to do this exercise with a class in our county; you can do this using www.monsterexchange.org as well. This site will give you lesson plans access to another class and directions for getting your picture and writing samples back and forth. 
Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the students will:

1. Develop a plan for drawing and writing about a monster.
2. Write a descriptive paragraph of their drawn monster using adjectives that will convey to the reader how the monster should be drawn.

3. Using Microsoft Word students will type their paragraphs using Spell Check to help edit. 

4. Students will properly save their paragraphs to an assigned folder. 

5. Use a scanner  
Standards
National:

Technology productivity tools

· Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.

· Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.

Technology communications tools

· Students use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences
Local:

· ES 4.7 The student will write effective narratives and explanations
· ES 4.8 The student will edit final copies of writings.
Materials
· Drawing paper 
· Crayons, markers or colored pencils

· Computer with Microsoft Word

· Scanner 
· Internet access

Computer Functions and Data Manipulation
	Computer Function
	Computer Application

	· Write
	· Word Processing

	· Edit 
	· Spell Check

	· Copy
	· Scan 


Specify Problem
Today you will draw a picture of a monster. After you have drawn the picture you will write a paragraph describing the monster.  You will need to use very specific information, what size, left, right, color and so on.  Your paragraph will be exchanged with another student’s from another school. Your paragraph will be read and then that student will draw the monster you have described. The more accurate your writing the easier it will be to draw a monster that looks like your drawing.
Lesson Introduction – You will be writing a descriptive paragraph that will be read by a student in another school. Your paragraph will describe a picture of a monster that you draw. Keep in mind while you are drawing that you will have to describe your monster so that another student will be able to read your paragraph and draw a monster that looks like yours.
Before Going to the Computer
· Students will plan what their monster will look like using a Web.
· Students will use the information on the web to draw and color their monster
· Students will write a draft of their descriptive paragraph
· Students will have a peer read the paragraph for understanding and have them draw the monster. 
· Student will edit their descriptions with the help of the peer that did the practice drawing.
At The Computer
· Students will be able to locate Microsoft Word on the computer and start a new document.

· Students will type their peer edited paragraph and use Spell Check to edit their work. 

· Student will save their paragraph on their home drive.

· Students will save a copy of the paragraph in a  folder on the j drive titled Barnes monster paragraphs

· Students will hand in their drawing to be scanned by the teacher.

· When all students have completed their paragraphs and they are in the folder on the j drive, the folder will be sent to a 4th grade teacher in another school.

After Going To The Computer
· When the folders have been exchanged students will be given a copy of a paragraph from the other school. 
· Students will read the paragraph and draw the monster as described.
· Pictures will have the name of the person who wrote the paragraph as well as the drawer. 
· Pictures will be scanned and saved into a folder to be sent back to the classroom in the other school.
Culminating Activity – 
When the folder has been returned by the cooperating teacher from the other school, students will be given a copy of the monster that was drawn from their description. Students will then use the rubric to evaluate how well the picture matched their writing and their original picture.
Copies of both pictures will be hung in the hall.

Rotation Plan 
Students will make use of the computers in the room as they reach the point of going to the computer. The lap top computers, or computer lab will be used as well during this activity.
Web for Drawing a Monster

Write descriptive words in the boxes you are using for your monster. Example (Hair: yellow springs. Head: blue triangle) 
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Now that you have filled in the web with adjectives draw and color your monster following the web. Be sure to describe anything it might be holding or wearing.
	Body Parts
	Got One Thing Right 
Has 1 out of the three

Size, Shape, Color

2 pts
	Close, Just a Little Off.

Has 2 out of the three Size, Shape Color
3pts
	Wow! They Look Alike
Size, Shape and Color 

4pts
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	Hair
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	Body
	
	
	

	Hands
	
	
	

	Arms
	
	
	

	Feet
	
	
	

	Legs
	
	
	

	Over all look
	
	
	

	Total points in columns
	
	
	


Evaluation for my Monster Writing 

Explain how you feel about the drawing of your monster by another student. Did you leave out description in your writing that you had included in your drawing? What could you have done to improve your writing?
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