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Unit Plan
Unit Title:  Computer Ethics, Etiquette, and Safety

Length of Unit:  3 weeks
SOL(s) Addressed:  Computer/Technology Grades 9-12 SOL(s):

9-12.3 The student will demonstrate knowledge of ethical, cultural, and societal issues related to technology.

9-12.4 The student will practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software.
9-12.5 The student will demonstrate knowledge of technologies that support collaboration, personal pursuits, and productivity.

Other concepts/skills addressed:  National Education Technology Standards for Students:

Part 2 Social, ethical, and human issues:

· Students understand the ethical, cultural, and societal issues related to technology.

· Students practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software.

· Students develop positive attitudes toward technology uses that support lifelong learning, collaboration, personal pursuits, and productivity.

Next Unit:  Internet Research

Big Ideal/Enduring Understanding:  The student will understand that there are correct and acceptable uses for a computer and all of the resources it provides.  The student will learn that they must be aware of their actions and the actions of others while employing a computer.

Objectives:  The student will be able to:

· Identify issues that pose ethically dilemmas and state reasons why they would avoid such situations.  Such issues include pirating media, protecting oneself against viruses and identity theft, and avoiding the perils of computer hacking.
· Use decision making skills to determine what types of information are appropriate to post on the World Wide Web.
· Use decision making skills to determine the proper type of language to use in email correspondence, Internet chat rooms, and newsgroup or blog posts.
· Use decision making skills to determine unsafe situations like improper chat room inquiries, giving out passwords, using public computers, and meeting cyber friends face to face to name a few.
· Know where to locate as well as the perimeters of the school acceptable use policy as well as the perimeters of acceptable policies for public places like libraries, Internet cafes, and other public places that provide Internet or computer usage.
Prerequisite Knowledge:  The teacher assumes that the students come to the class with a varying range of exposure to computers and the Internet.  Therefore, each lesson in the unit will start with the basics and move to more technical material.
Prerequisite Skills:  The majority of these lessons require no skills going into the lesson.

Materials:  Several different materials will be needed through out this unit.
· Computers

· Printer

· Student handouts

· Poster board

· Additional reference materials

· Index cards

· Markers

Format of Unit:  The lessons in this unit will be presented in the following formats:

· Teacher will present whole group lessons.

· Students will work on group project.

· Students will conduct individual and two person lab projects

Engaging the student/motivation:

· Opportunity to work with technology.
· Opportunity to work in groups.
· Opportunity to create individual and group projects.
· Students will complete discussion webs.
Acquire and Integrate Knowledge:

· Online videos will be used to demonstrate ideas and shows different scenarios.

· Handouts with fill-in notes will be given to guide student attention during lectures.

· Personal examples and stories will be presented is the course of group discussions.

· Through informal assessment, observation and questioning, the teacher will determine when the students are ready to move to another section of the unit or lesson.

Refine and Extend Knowledge:

· The students will work in pairs to compare answers, form a single answer to some questions, and to complete group projects.
· Interactive quizzes will be used to guide students through the learning of different skills.

· Students will complete role playing sessions on different topics that include open ended finished that require the students to determine the correct ending.

· Students will complete hands-on challenges that required the student to determine the correct category for their scenario.

Writing Prompt:  Students will be required to comment in their response journals to the following topics throughout the unit:

· Ethical issues such as downloading music without paying, using pictures for projects without permission, or hacking into the school database just to see if you could.

· Etiquette issues like stating personal opinions on blog sites or sending emails when you are angry.

· Form a list of all of the safety issues you can think off dealing with MySpace.

Informal and Formal Assessments.

Informal Assessments:

· The teacher will check for general understanding my asking questions and checking homework assignments.
· The teacher will allow students to complete interactive quizzes that provide immediate feedback but no formal grade.
· The teacher will monitor group assignments for individual participation.
Formal Assessments:

· The students will complete handouts and homework assignments.
· The students will complete three quizzes and one test.
· The students will complete a group poster project.
· The students will complete one report project of their own choice (list of choices will be provided).
