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Abstract

This paper is a reflection on my experience in ITEC 501 during the Fall of 2006 while attending the University of Mary Washington College of Graduate and Professional Studies.  It discusses my thoughts prior to attending the class, what I learning during the course of the semester, and how it has affected by overall educational goals for obtaining my Master's of Education.  The outcome of the class and the paper are the same: this class has been very beneficial and has inspired me to want to work to become an Instructional Technologist vice a Computer Science teacher.    

ITEC 501: What I Learned This Semester

When I first began this class, I was excited to be returning to a subject that I felt well versed in and comfortable with.  To be honest, I thought this class would be a walk in the park that would secure the check in the box that I needed for the technology part of my Master's of Education.  Fourteen weeks later, I realize that I greatly underestimated the significance of this class and just exactly how much I learned and the impact it has had on my overall career goals.

According to a recent article from Campus Technology News Update, the Educational Testing Service has released a study with findings that demonstrate that the majority of college students are not as proficient with technology as they should be (2006).  The article does not place the blame with high school teachers, but it really made me stop and think about how important ITEC 501 should be to each and every teacher: myself included.  It made me question just what I had learned, my ability to use it, and my understanding of its significance. And, ultimately, it made me decide that I would like to use my technology awareness and expertise to aid others in integrating technology into their classrooms.
I never realized before this class that integrating technology into the classroom was so important. I had never really stopped to consider the value it brings to the student.  Practice really does make perfect when it comes to becoming proficient with technology and using it to one's benefit.  By this I mean the ability to not only use the tool being addressed, but also the ability to learn the information being taught through a different format other than a lecture or a standard handout.  Technology, when used correctly, has the ability to truly change everything we do and learn in education.  I honestly feel that it is just a matter of teaching the students how to correctly use it, to not be afraid of it, and to not rely on it for every assignment.
Along with my ignorance of the importance of integrating technology was my ignorance of just how long it takes to create a lesson that uses technology to enhance learning.  Even as an experienced technology user, I sometimes found it difficult to put together a lesson I thought would be educational and entertaining as well as valid.  The point here was not just to include some type of technology for the sake of including technology but to include something of value and substance; a task that I am sure was more difficult for teachers lacking technology knowledge or experience.  But, because of this course, I have learned that there are tools to lessen the task and to guide teachers in the right direction.

Speaking of tools, I think it was the plethora of tools and the idea that I understand how to use them that has encouraged me to change my plans of becoming a Computer Science teacher into plans of becoming an Instructional Technologist.  I was not aware that the State of Virginia or the International Society of Technology in Education, ISTE, has standards that they use to help guide teachers in their pursuit of teaching technology to students.  I also did not know that Dr. Lawrence Tomei had created a taxonomy for technology usage or learning.  His taxonomy is a fantastic tool that helps put knowledge into a realistic perspective and on a track to better proficiency.  Likewise, the NTeQ lesson plan format makes it much easier for teachers to ensure that they have included all of the necessary steps in their lessons that utilize technology.  Finally, I was not aware of the immense support that is available online for teachers looking for technology help.  ISTE and other groups like it have superb web sites and books filed with information and strategies.  Without this class, I probably would not have known about all of these resources or how to use them to my advantage.
With all of that said, without a doubt, the most significant thing I got from this class was practice with all of this information and the tools I mentioned.  While the required assignments seemed daunting at times, I learned that I can integrate almost any type of technology into almost any kind of lesson if I just use the resources that are available to me.  That, coupled with the opportunity to simply practice, will prove to be invaluable to me.  And not only to do I have my individual assignments to show my work, but I have my e-portfolio to present them in a unified format.  Yet again, things that I was not aware of or would not have done on my own.
As this class draws to a close, I realize that it has been class time well spent.  It has also been a humbling experience with great rewards.  My expectations were met and exceeded.  I learned the importance of integrating technology and many ways to do it.  And, most significantly, I realized that helping others integrate technology into their classrooms is how I would like to spend my educational career.  
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