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Web Resources
1. Web search strategies and different search engines.

For this assignment we were asked to research and experience three different types of Internet search engines.  Those search engines were classified as general, multi-threaded, and categorical.  To complete my individual assignment, I looked read about each type of search engine and then used Yahoo.com, Search.com, Altavista.com, Google.com, and Excite.com to conduct a searching the key words or phase java programming lesson plans.

While performing this assignment, I learned that general search engines are not specific and return a great number of results.  They are easy to use and are a great to place to start a search if you need ideas or are not in a hurry to find information.  Most people are familiar with general search engines and are comfortable using them.  These sights are generally pleasing to the eye and have easy to locate advanced search options that can usually be accessed by clicking on a link located near the textbox.  For my personal search of general engines, I tried Altavista.com, Google.com, and Excite.com.  I got a lot of hits or results from each site, but several of them were not really related to the information I was seeking.
Moving on to multi-treaded search engines, I learned that these search engines are used to search several different search engines all at one time.  Additionally, these engines are designed to show the best results from the engines it searches.  I still received what I consider to be a large number of results, but they were more geared to my phase and to the type of information that I was seeking.  I particular site that I used, Search.com, also showed me which site had returned the information being displayed.  I liked this particular feature since I could see which sites possible return the best information.  Finally, the advanced search options for this site were easy to locate, just like with the general search engine, but they options were more detailed and required more user knowledge.

Last but not least, I took a look at a categorical search engine, Yahoo.com.  To begin, I learned that categorical search engines work by placing information into categories and then breaking that information down into subcategories, topics, and then subtopics.  They are a good place to begin your search if you know the general topic you want to research but not the specific idea within the topic you want to discuss.  As with the general search engines, I received a lot of results for my phase and many of them were not what I was really looking for.  The site was still easy to use, and the advanced search tools were easy to locate next to the textbox.  
2. Web searches - useful Web sites
The following links are Computer Science and Technology Integration Web sites that I think might be useful in the future.  The sites were located using the key words or phrases in the Search Engines identified below.

· Java Definitions (Programming)
http://java.about.com/od/beginningjava/a/javaglossary.htm
Key words/phrase: definitions + java programming

Search engines: Metacrawler.com - 3rd on list

Yahoo.com - 7th on list

Target audience: 9th - 12th grade

Content area: Computer Science

Type: General education student

Topic: Java definitions for programming and general Java usage

Description: This site is an alphabetical listing of terms that students might encounter while studying Java.  The site also contains links to additional information related to Java topics that students and teachers might find useful.
· Webquest about Searching the Internet
http://webquest.sdsu.edu/searching/fournets.htm
Key words/phrase: Internet Webquest

Search engines: Yahoo.com - 1st on list


Lycos.com - 1st on list


(I thought it was interesting that this site was first on other search engines.)

Target audience: 9th - 12th grade

Content area: Computer Science/Technology Integration

Type: General education student

Topic: Searching the Internet
Description: This site is a simple yet informative webquest on how to effective search the Internet.  It could be used in a Computer Science class concerning applications or in any class where the teacher is teaching students about how to search the Internet.

· Dictionary of Computer Terms

http://www.techweb.com/encyclopedia/
Key words/phrase: dictionary of computer terms

Search engines:  Ask.com - 3rd on list

Google.com - not on first three pages

(I know you should not include words like 'of' in your searches, but I just wanted to see what would happed if you used it on a search engine like Google.com since Ask.com is programmed to receive questions and statements.)

Target audience: 9th - 12th grade

Content area: Computer Science

Type: General education student

Topic: General computer terms

Descriptions: This site is more of less a search engine of nothing but computer related terms.  There is a textbox that allows you to enter any term to receive its definition.  When the definition is displayed, it is also displayed with additional information or pictures as applicable.

· History of Computers
http://www.hitmill.com/computers/computerhx1.html
Key words/phrase: history and computers
Search engines:  Google.com - 1st on list

Search.com - 2nd on list

Target audience: 9th - 12th grade
Content area: Computer Science/Computer Integration

Type: General education student

Topic: History of Computers and Computer Scientists

Description: This site is a multi-part site that list events, places, peoples, dates, and other important facts about computers.  The information is in alphabetical order by main topic or relation.  This is a great site for any computer science class or a general science class that might require research on scientists.

· Technology Integration
http://www.edutopia.org/modules/TI/index.php
Key words/phrase: technology integration

Search engines:  Dogpile.com - 4th on list

Altavista.com - 4th on list

(I know that ISTE rates this site as one of the 101 best sites, so I was very surprised to see it!  I was also surprised to see it a number four on both lists.)

Target audience: 9th -12th grade teachers
Content area: Technology Integration - all subjects

Type: All student types

Topic: Technology Integration

Description: This site is full of great information of any teaching wishing to integration technology into their classroom.  This particular page is a lesson on what technology integration is, why it is important, and how to incorporate it into the classroom.  
