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Tapped In is an online site that provides a place for those that work in education to get together and share their ideas, support each other, and collaborate.  Members can contribute to public meetings areas or create private rooms with restricted access.  They can also attend informational chat sessions or hold chat sessions of their own.  It is simply a great resource for educators looking for other educational professionals to connect with.

As an example, my ITEC 501 class used Tapped In for a group chat session on Reflective Teachers.  Students created their own Tapped In accounts and the teacher created the chat room.  The students requested permission to join the room, and then they attended the scheduled meeting.  During the chat session, the teacher asked questions and the students answered or commented on the statements of other chat members.  Following is a sample of the chat:
ST: So, what do you think about the teacher as a reflective practitioner?

JessicaGe: i think thats the ideal situation when it works

EmilyAk: I think that you have to be reflective in order to be effective

SharonKra: I understand the idea but how to put it into practice

JessicaGe: I think students need to be brought up with this style, other wise its hard to transition

BrianMee: I think it's hard to do when students come in with no background of learning on their own

GregW: I was very gratified to see that teachers should be reflective and very happy to see that my years of experience in my other life are valuable

SharonKra: when teaching to a test it is impossible to be too reflective

ST: Sharon, I think we all do practice reflective thought.

RosemaryLM: I think it works because of the collaboration of peers.

DeniseM: we have to I think in order to become better teachers

SharonKra: yes I pracitce it alot but I don't know how to teach it exactly

JessicaGe: I think students level of interest is higher this way as well, which leads to an increase in learning

GregW: Emily, nice quote

ChristinSW: I think it is something that you will get better at as you move through your career.

LuciaY: I have been reading the handouts and as a teacher-tobe it takes timeand experience to see how I want to approach the students and first I need to know them personally.

JessicaGe: my biggest fear is trying something that will not work at all, but we all have to try new things

SharonKra: classical education goes against reflection

ST: Christy... how many years have you been teaching?

DeniseM: you learn how your students learn best after being around them

GregW: Those teachers that don't reflect are very boring and set in their ways; they are easy to spot

RosemaryLM: Every year is a new challenge that we must use those experiences.  Not everything will work for each situation.  We need to be open to all ideas.

ChristinSW: I have never taught.  But, I feel like I have learned a lot as a parent of four children that will be able to apply to the classroom.

ST: ah

The highlighted lines are the question asked by the teacher and my comment.  To expand on this, I truly believe that a teacher's ability to be reflective improves over time.  I also think, just like the readings say, that ongoing training is important if reflection is going to work and become a part of the teacher's everyday classroom (Ferraro, p.2).  Teachers cannot assume that once they have their license that they can stop learning or improving on the skills they posses.  Teaching, just as learning, is and must be an ongoing endeavor.
As you can see, the chat session provided a chance for all members of my class to express their opinions.  And, since the students were excited to be in a chat, it became difficult to keep-up with the discussion.  The teacher even found it difficult to steer the conversation.  So, it was helpful to receive the email transcript of the session to review afterwards.  

Overall, Tapped In and the chat session I experienced have great potential.  I think Tapped In is a great resource for educational professionals.  If I were going to conduct a chat session in the future, I would be sure to set and thoroughly discuss some ground rules for how to participate in a chat session so that all students have a chance to add comments and the topic can change with ease.  I would be sure to tell my classmates that it isn't necessary to comment on everything.
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