The following is a excerpts of a discussion that was had online on March 24th 2008 between me and several of my class mates.  The unedited transcript follows the conclusion.  We discussed three articles which were titled 21st century skills/standards, skills brochure and after school.  All three articles had good points about education and technology.  I believe that in today’s evolving world that it is imperative that we teach our children the technology that they will need to survive as adults. 

DanielES: I thought it was interesting that a school system or a state didn't research this stuff.  It said the funding came from an private institute and the NSF

MelodyP: Maybe that will change as the demand for these skills increases in the future

DanielES: I'm glad someone tried to come up with standards because with out a basic understanding of computers you would be lost in today’s world

JohnRC: Very true. The article also made me want to find out more about EnGauge.

MelodyP: all these skills will provide lifelong learning and will only improve the future for all people

JoyaH: I agree with your point about teaching science and technology and I think the comparison of the two articles was interesting. As Evan just said, the enGage 21st century skills addressed more standards. I think there was not enough discussed regarding multicultural education in the ISTE.

MelodyP: I wasn't that familiar with EnGauge

MelodyP: I like their quote on the front page that "today's students need to develop techniques that readily adapt to changes as they occur"

JohnRC: It made me wonder why most schools are sticking with ISTE Standards, when enGauge addresses more.

MelodyP: In today's world, it's survival of the fittest.

MelodyP: Hopefully, schools are or will use guidelines from both.

DanielES: I think some of these skills are over the head of most students.  One of the standards said that students should be able to identify and fix minor technological problems.

DanielES: I wonder how "minor" they mean

JoyaH: I agree with you Evan, there are so many scholarly articles and studies and some don't really sound connected with the 'real world' of education. I would like to see both standards combined.

MelodyP: I like how EnGauge promotes social and civic responsibility

MelodyP: Hopefully, this will promote worthwhile usage of technology, such as promoting public good for all.

JoyaH: I also like the way the enGauge model is worded. I can visualize it better.

JohnRC: I like that the model promotes "multicultural literacy " and "Global Awareness"

MelodyP: Involving and addressing all populations is crucial to overall success of any project.

JohnRC: Overall, enGauge seems to be more learner-centered, also.

DanielES: I I like that science is incorporated in these standards.  There is such a push at my school incorporate reading across curriculum that I think that we forget that all classes can be reinforced in other classes.

JoyaH: One of the things I found interesting was the promotion of interpersonal skills. Under 'Effective Communication' and as John just mentioned, one of the great things about this is the promotion of cultures.

MelodyP: Interdisciplinary teaching is often they way to go.

JohnRC: I think it's a good idea to incorporate ethics.

MelodyP: I agree with you, Joya, there is a wealth of information out there - safety and ethics are vital.

DanielES: Haha I wish they guy that got my credit card number from hacking my computer had read the part about ethics

JohnRC: Interpersonal skills are a must.  I agree that those are important, especially within the framework of a technology curriculum.

JohnRC: LOL Evan

MelodyP: Do you think that the tech courses offered on the high school level will enable students to produce high-quality products in the real world?

JoyaH: I think what Evan said about reinforcing classes is important. We should not draw boundaries around classes like we do. Science and music for example have a lot in common.

DanielES: I don't think at this point high school computer classes do enough to prepare students....at least not the ones I took.

JohnRC: I think it depends upon the level of thinking the classes require.

JoyaH: See Evan, if we had more classes in ethics people wouldn't be doing those mean things!!

DanielES: John you have a point.  I think the basic requirement was only a typing class

JohnRC: I think that high school computer classes don't do enough.

JohnRC: They teach "how" but not "why"

DanielES: I thought it was interesting that it said only 32 percent of high school students get to college and that most of the ones that do get there can't write clearly and have poor grammer.  With that kind of stat we need some afterschool activities.

JohnRC: I thought it was interesting that according to the Harvard Family Research Project Afterschool Evaluation Symposium, that "participants attended school more regularly and had slightly higher proficiency ratings in reading and math," . (2005)

MelodyP: So much money ($60 billion a year) is used for training in jobs!

JoyaH: Here again they are calling for interpersonal skills as a big need.

MelodyP: The widespread implementation of these programs would save a lot of money, but more importantly would help kids be prepared and succeed in the real world.

DanielES: If students can’t read, write and do basic math how can we expect them to be prepared for a real job.

MelodyP: good question

MelodyP: The article also claims that we're not keeping up with the demand of qualified graduates in science and technology.

JoyaH: Do you think more technology in schools is needed?

MelodyP: These skills are important to overcome this deficit.

MelodyP: Yes, but there is probably a lack of resources and money to do so.

JoyaH: Do you think if we got students and staff more computer literate it would help the stats on reading, writing, math? There seems to be a common thread running through this?

MelodyP: Although technology is important, the article says that thinking skills and personal qualities are most important to employers (page 2).

MelodyP: Technology aides the develop of these skills/qualities.

DanielES: I like technology but I don't think that we need technology just to have it.  I think if it is used correctly it can be a great learning tool.  At the same time I thin it can be harmful if technology became the focus and students didn't get the basics that they need.

MelodyP: That's where integrating technology INTO the curriculum come into play.

JohnRC: Playing devil's advocate here: Is it possible that grades improve and the dropout rate decreases simply because the children are off the street in the afternoons?

DanielES: I read that they get authentic skills...I would think that some businesses have to be supporting these programs

MelodyP: probably - they're focused on more positive things

DanielES: I thought about that too John.  But it’s better for them to be in these programs it seems then on a sports team.

JohnRC: I think that’s probably right, Evan.

DanielES: I'm a coach and we have an hour study hall every day after school.  It's a pain and make a longer day for us but I think it really helps the students keep their grades up.  But we aren't really teaching anything like these programs.

MelodyP: These programs offer solid coursework and I believe they enable kids to apply what they're learning in the real world.

JoyaH: The intersting thing for me was the decrease in the dropout rate and an increase in school attendance. The thing you are doing is providing adult supervision. Lacking in many kids lives.

MelodyP: These programs are practical that seem to help children succeed in and out of school.

MelodyP: There's that lack of family support again!

JohnRC: That's a good point, Melody.

MelodyP: It's very discouraging.  Teachers can really play a pivotal role in a child's life.

DanielES: I think when students think they are going to succeed then they are more like to come to school.  These programs are probably giving them more confidence.

MelodyP: I agree.  In Maryland, these programs increased "their confidence in learning"  (page 4).

JoyaH: You're right. Sometimes I think we feel like we have to provide all the technology bells and whistles when kids really need more adult mentoring.

I thought that these topics were very interesting and I enjoyed reading my classmates viewpoints.  This experience did very well in simulating an actual class discussion.  Personally, I would rather have specific discussion points so that our groups could stay on task and to ensure that we covered each topic completely. 
Unedited version

--------------------------------------------

DanielES entered the room.

MelodyP: hi group leader

JohnRC: Hello Evan

DanielES: Sorry im late my computer wouldn't show the chat

JoyaH: hi Evan

MelodyP: that's okay

JoyaH: does anyone know about clicking actions>detach?

JohnRC: Oh, that's cool.

JohnRC: Thanks for the tip,Joya

DanielES: We have one more in the group right

MelodyP: april

MelodyP: how do you detach? do we need to?

JohnRC: I don't think we have to

DanielES: The action bar at the right corner has the option to detatch

JoyaH: it will make the screen of names bigger, easier to read.

MelodyP: thanks

JohnRC: It's a nice option

JoyaH: you're welcome

DanielES: What do you guys want to do if April doesn't show up

DanielES: I emailed her but I didn't get a confermation that she would be on today

MelodyP: let's start soon

JoyaH: we could go ahead and start and she can join in when she logs in

DanielES: Sounds good to me

JohnRC: OK

MelodyP: do you guys want to talk about the 21st century skills 1st or the aftershool program?

MelodyP: it might be easier to break it up

JoyaH: a litttle of both, break it up how?

MelodyP: combine the 1st two articles and then the afterschool program article?

MelodyP: there's a lot of material to cover - i'm not sure

JohnRC: Are there discussion questions I don't know about?

JoyaH: that's a plan, and we can refer to any as we go along. i think we just dive in

MelodyP: i'm not aware of any

JohnRC: OK

DanielES: I didn't see any questions I think we are just supposed to discuss what we read

DanielES: Lets just start with the 21st century skills....What did you guys think abnout it?

MelodyP: I highly advocate teaching our youth about technology and science.

MelodyP: These are ever-changing and if our kids are going to be productive and competitive in the real world, they need to possess these skills.

DanielES: I thought it was interesting that a school system or a state didn't research this stuff.  It said the funding came from an private institute and the NSF

MelodyP: Maybe that will change as the demand for these skills increases in the future

DanielES: I'm glad someone tried to come up with standards because with out a basic understanding of computers you would be lost in todays world

JohnRC: Very true. The article also made me want to find out more about EnGauge.

MelodyP: all these skills will provide lifelong learning and will only improve the future for all people

JoyaH: I agree with your point about teaching science and technology and I think the comparison of the two articles was interesting. As Evan just said, the enGage 21st century skills addressed more standards. I think there was not enough discussed regarding multicultural education in the ISTE.

MelodyP: I wasn't that familiar with EnGauge

MelodyP: I like their quote on the front page that "today's students need to develop techniques that readily adapt to changes as they occur"

JohnRC: It made me wonder why most schools are sticking with ISTE Standards, when enGauge addresses more.

MelodyP: In today's world, it's survival of the fittest.

MelodyP: Hopefully, schools are or will use guidelines from both.

DanielES: I thnk some of these skills are over the head of most students.  One of the standards said that students should be able to identify and fix minor technological problems.

DanielES: I wonder how "minor" they mean

JoyaH: I agree with you Evan, there are so many scholarly articles and studies and some don't really sound conected with the 'real world' of education. I would like to see both standards combined.

MelodyP: I like how EnGauge promotes social and civic responsibility

MelodyP: Hopefully, this will promote worthwhile usage of technology, such as promoting public good for all.

JoyaH: I also like the way the enGauge model is worded. I can visualize it better.

JohnRC: I like that the model promotes "multicultural literacy " and "Global Awareness"

MelodyP: Involving and addressing all populations is crucial to overall success of any project.

JohnRC: Overall, enGauge seems to be more learner-centered, also.

DanielES: I I like that science is incorporated in these standards.  There is such a push at my school incorporate reading across cirriculum that I think that we forget that all classes can be reenforced in other classes.

JoyaH: One of the things I found interesting was the promotion of interpersonal skills. Under 'Effective Communication' and as John just mentioned, one of the great things about this is the promotion of cultures.

MelodyP: Interdisciplinary teaching is often they way to go.

MelodyP: Interpersonal skills will help students negotiate and compromise better in the real world.

MelodyP: Sometimes it's hard for individuals to work on a team and collaborate

JoyaH: EnGauge also promotes knowledge about the legal and ethical issues related to technology. I think that's important to include to education.

MelodyP: Employing these interpersonal skills will enable a person to be team-oriented.

JohnRC: I think it's a good idea to incorporate ethics.

MelodyP: I agree with you, Joya, there is a wealth of information out there - safety and ethics are vital.

DanielES: Haha I wish they guy that got my credit card number from hacking my computer had read the part about ethics

JohnRC: Interpersonal skills are a must.  I agree that those are important, especially within the framework of a technology curriculum.

JohnRC: LOL Evan

MelodyP: Do you think that the tech courses offered on the high school level will enable students to produce high-quality products in the real world?

JoyaH: I think what Evan said about reenforcing classes is important. We should not draw boundries around classes like we do. Science and music for example have a lot in common.

DanielES: I don't think at this oint high school computer classes do enough to prepare students....at least not the ones I took.

JohnRC: I think it depends upon the level of thinking the classes require.

JoyaH: See Evan, if we had more classes in ethics people wouldn't be doing those mean things!!

DanielES: John you have a point.  I think the basic requirement was only a typing class

JohnRC: I think that high school computer classes don't do enough.

JohnRC: They teach "how" but not "why"

MelodyP: The 21st Century Skills strive for students to develop critical-thinking skills - I think this is important especially in the science field.

MelodyP: We really need to challenge student to the next level of higher thinking.

DanielES: Unfortunately, If I hadn't been a nerd and played computer games I probubly wouldn't know as much as I do about computers....and I still only understand the basics.  I think that students should be learning more from teachers than from figuring stuff out on their own.

MelodyP: I agree somewhat - teachers can guide them to a point and then give the students some freedom to achieve.

JoyaH: I completly agree with you. I think one of the big problems is that teachers don't know as much as they need to to teach students computer literacy.

JohnRC: That is so true, Melody.  One must have sharp critical skills just to interpret a speech or even a newspaper article.  People without those skills can be misled.

JohnRC: It is a challenge for some teachers; they're teaching computers -- without having grown up with them -- to people who have never lived without them.

DanielES: Thats a good point

JoyaH: True, I'm one of them. It's hard to feel comfortable for many of us.

JohnRC: Me, too.

MelodyP: The SCANS approach appears to address the most skills needed for the workplace. Do you have a favorite model out of these?

JoyaH: What do you like about SCANs?

JohnRC: I like that it addresses adaptability and interpersonal skills

JoyaH: I can't find what you're looking at?

MelodyP: I like how it has specifically identified workplace know-how to be efficient at one's job.

MelodyP: I think SCANS foundation of basic skills, thinking skills, and personal qualities are very applicable to today's world.

JohnRC: Joya, the last chart in the 21st century article compares the five approaches

MelodyP: (SCANS is the 2nd model described.)

JohnRC: Interesting, isn't it, that none of the five approaches addresses Global Awareness?

MelodyP: or risk-taking

MelodyP: Sometimes we need to fail in order to succeed.

JohnRC: What did everyone think of the afterschool document?

JoyaH: I found it, thanks. like what John said about interpersonal skills in the model especially the ability to work as a team. This is not the way Americans are traditionally educated. We are educated with a cultural orientation for individual/competitive learning. It is changing somewhat with more group work in schools but not like in cultures that are used to working in groups.

MelodyP: I really favor these afterschool programs, but sometimes transportation and time hinders attendance, especially to kids who would really benefit.

MelodyP: The programs show alot of success, particularly in reading and math achievement levels.

MelodyP: I was amazed at the stat on the first page that "only 32 percent of high school graduates are prepared for college coursework."

DanielES: I thought it was interesting that it said only 32 percent of high school students get to college and that most of the ones that do get there can't write clearly and have poor grammer.  With that kind os stat we need some afterschool activities.

JohnRC: I thought it was interesting that according to the Harvard Family Research Project Afterschool Evaluation Symposium, that "participants attended school more regularly and had slightly higher proficiency ratings in reading and math," . (2005)

MelodyP: So much money ($60 billion a year) is used for training in jobs!

JoyaH: Here again they are calling for interpersonal skills as a big need.

MelodyP: The widespread implementation of these programs would save a lot of money, but more importantly would help kids be prepared and succeed in the real world.

DanielES: If students can"t read, write and do basic math how can we expect them to be prepared for a real job.

MelodyP: good question

MelodyP: The article also claims that we're not keeping up with the demand of qualified graduates in science and technology.

JoyaH: Do you think more technology in schools is needed?

MelodyP: These skills are important to overcome this deficit.

MelodyP: Yes, but there is probably a lack of resources and money to do so.

JoyaH: Do you think if we got students and staff more computer literate it would help the stats on reading, writing, math? There seems to be a common thread running through this?

MelodyP: Although technology is important, the article says that thinking skills and personal qualities are most important to employers (page 2).

MelodyP: Technology aides the develop of these skills/qualities.

DanielES: I like technology but I don't think that we need technology just to have it.  I think if it is used correctly it can be a great learning tool.  At the same time I thin it can be harmful if technology became the focus and students didn't get the basics that they need.

MelodyP: That's where integrating technology INTO the curriculum come into play.

JohnRC: Absolutely, Evan.  I used to sub at a school where every classroom had a TV in it, and many of them didn't work because there was no one to maintain them.

JohnRC: It was as if the system was bent on having one in every room, but didn't care enough to keep them working.

JoyaH: The ones that worked brought lots of advertising into the classroom too.

JohnRC: Yes, lots of advertising every morning, mostly about the school's football team.  I don't think they focused on integration as much as they should have.

MelodyP: I think these afterschool programs really boost a child's confidence and leads to a higher rate of achievement.

MelodyP: It's unfortunate that not all kids take advantage of these programs.

MelodyP: Lots of kids don't have the support of family.

DanielES: I wonder how they consistently get students to stay for afterschool programs

MelodyP: Some schools offer bus transportation, which helps.

JoyaH: Getting back to the after school article, do you know who is teaching these classes? What materials they're using? They seem to be getting amazing results in the 2 hours after school time frame.

JohnRC: I believe the teachers do it.  Sometimes volunteer parents do it.

MelodyP: and volunteers within the community

MelodyP: maybe some local business volunteers who wish to employ students after graduation?

JohnRC: Playing devil's advocate here: Is it possible that grades improve and the dropout rate decreases simply because the children are off the street in the afternoons?

DanielES: I read that they get authentic skills...I would think that some businesses have to be supporting these programs

MelodyP: probably - they're focused on more positive things

DanielES: I thought about that too John.  But its better for them to be in these programs it seems then on a sports team.

JohnRC: I think thats probably right, Evan.

DanielES: I'm a coach and we have an hour study hall everyday after school.  It's a pain and make a longer day for us but I think it really helps the students keep their grades up.  But we aren't really teaching anything like these programs.

MelodyP: These programs offer solid coursework and I believe they enable kids to apply what they're learning in the real world.

JoyaH: The intersting thing for me was the decrease in the dropout rate and an increase in school attendance. The thing you are doing is providing adult supervision. Lacking in many kids lives.

MelodyP: These programs are practical that seem to help children succeed in and out of school.

MelodyP: There's that lack of family support again!

JohnRC: That's a good point, Melody.

MelodyP: It's very discouraging.  Teachers can really play a pivotal role in a child's life.

DanielES: I think when students think they are going to succeed then they are more like to come to school.  These programs are probubly giving them more confidence.

MelodyP: I agree.  In Maryland, these programs increased "their confidence in learning"  (page 4).

JoyaH: You're right. Sometimes I think we feel like we have to provide all the technology bells and whistles when kids really need more adult mentoring.

MelodyP: Kids need to develop socially as well as academically.

JohnRC: I imagine that an afterschool program that focuses on real-world skills also offers the students a sense of context for their education.

MelodyP: It probably helps them decide which avenue they want to take in life.

MelodyP: I like the hands-on experiences these kids are provided with in these programs.

JohnRC: According to the Afterschool Alliance, students in Lynwood, CA  developed

JohnRC: PowerPoint presentations on what they’d like to be when they grow up. (2001)

JoyaH: The report from Florida found that 'disciplinary actions and social behaviors' improved too (p.4).

MelodyP: They also help kids be competitive and provides a solid foundation for working in the workplace.

MelodyP: I think multi-tasking is important. Do you think this program develops this skill?

JoyaH: As an ESL teacher, I the afterschool programs would help reduce the gap in language proficiency. Many who are dropping out are minorities.

MelodyP: Do many of the ESL students' parent volunteer? Perhaps this would help.

JohnRC: What does everyone think of this quote from page 5, “We do not consider technology as an objective in learning. What is more important is how we appropriately use technology to enrich learning that counsels

JohnRC: youth to reflect on everyday life and become aware of issues around them, their family, community, and the world.” (ECHOES, 2006)

JoyaH: Many of the families do not speak English themselves, unfortunately. Working 2-3 jobs doesn't allow much time to learn.

MelodyP: It's unfortunate that more volunteers don't step up from the community who do have the time.

MelodyP: Those kids need the extra help.

JohnRC: I agree, Joya. afterschool programs probably do help with language proficiency.

MelodyP: John, your statement reinforces the fact that we need to integrate technology INTO the curriculum.

DanielES: Maybe an afterschool group for parents and students would work.

MelodyP: Maybe weekend programs would be more beneficial and taken advantage of.

JoyaH: Great idea!

MelodyP: I know some kids work on the weekend, but maybe some kids would use it.

JohnRC: Sometimes getting parents involved is simply a matter of inviting them into the classroom.

DanielES: I agree with John and Melody, We need to use technology but as a tool not a focus point

MelodyP: But then you need volunteeers for the weekend, wich is probably another issue.

JoyaH: We can't forget that we have a changing school system that is going more multicutural. What is coming our way from Africa, Afghanistan, and Iraq will be increasing it further. We must work on cultural issues.

MelodyP: I like the quote by the NSF on the first page, "They will be those who develop talent, techniques and tools so advanced that there is no competition."

MelodyP: That sets high standards which is great!

MelodyP: Kids need these programs to meet the high expectations of the workplace.

JohnRC: This is true, Joya; a good thing about afterschool programs is that they teach without imposing a foreign and unfamiliar grading scale upon the students.

JoyaH: Wow, I couldn't have said it better!

MelodyP: Sometimes it's nice just to assess how much they've improved without assigning a numerical or letter grade.

JoyaH: Also, they are a low anxiety environment which I think students need, especially at risk kids.

JohnRC: Absolutely.  It's often better for at risk students to set their own goals, rather than feel as if they are competing against those around them.

MelodyP: There's less pressure involved and kids react better to that - they're at ease.

MelodyP: The goal should be that ALL students be well prepared to compete in today's world - locally and globally.

JohnRC: Good point.

DanielES: I would hope that college bound students would use these programs too.  If they are really getting "job experience"  then it would benifit all levels of students

JoyaH: Good point.

MelodyP: I think it's important to remember that the students who partake in these programs are doing so voluntarily.

MelodyP: It would be nice to think that if the need is there, a program would be implemented.

JohnRC: One would hope.

DanielES: Does everyone feel that we have discussed the three topics fully?  We have now been chatting for about 2 hours.

JoyaH: Yes

MelodyP: yes

JohnRC: I think this has been a very productive discussion, really.

DanielES: me too

JoyaH: Me too, I've enjoyed talking with all of you.

MelodyP: Do we just log out?

JohnRC: Well, I hope everyone has a great weekend.

DanielES: im pasting the conversation into word just in case

MelodyP: good idea

JoyaH: where's the paste?

DanielES: You can do it by using the actions tab and sending it to a paste board

MelodyP: maybe you could forward the document, evan?

DanielES: then copy and paste it from there into a word doc

DanielES: I can send it to everyone too

JoyaH: Thanks Evan

MelodyP: we should also get a copy from tapped in

DanielES: yeah

MelodyP: thanks for organizing, Evan

DanielES: ok guys I'll email it to you too....see you in class

MelodyP: bye

JohnRC: bye

JoyaH: bye

