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As a society we are utilizing an increasing amount of technology in our professional and everyday lives.  As a result we need to teach students basic computer skills they will need to survive in the real world.  As educators we need to have computer skills and integrate them into our lessons so that our students can incorporate these vital skills into their education.  ITEC 501 Istructional Technologies has strengthened my computer knowledge, taught me to integrate technology into my lessons, and implore new instructional strategies and assessments.  All of these goals have culminated in the creation of an eportfolio that demonstrates the skills I have learned and examples of how I can integrate them into a ninth grade Earth Science class.  

All educators have to learn basic computer skills before they can incorporate them into their lessons.  Students will not benefit from using technology if the teacher can not help because of their lack of the computer skills.  There are several programs that were used during ITEC that students would benefit from learning and using.  My eportfolio reflects the skills that I have reviewed and learned this semester in several different programs.  Each file displayed on the technology skills portion of my eportfolio demonstrates skills that are of practical use in a classroom.  While some of the files, such as my PowerPoint, do go above and beyond a useable example they all have parts that can be utilized in education.  I would never organize notes on PowerPoint that animated every word, had sound and an animation on one slide, I could utilize these skill separately.  I especially like incorporating video clips into PowerPoint notes.  Showing full movies takes too much time, while showing a short clip is time efficient and accomplishes the same goal.  I believe all of the skills that I have learned and reviewed has strengthened me as a teacher.

Once an Educator has the basic understanding of technology they have to incorporate it into their lessons.  A teacher may be the most knowledgeable person in the world but if they can not pass that knowledge on to their students all of it is wasted.  My eportfolio contains several examples of how to integrate technology into a ninth grade earth science class.  Examples range from organizing laboratory data into an Excel spreadsheet to creating a presentation in PowerPoint.  Students will go on and be expected to uses these computer programs in high school, college and in a professional capacity.  Personally, I had to use Excel in almost every college science class I took.  We were required to organized data, run statistical tests, and visualize information ona regular basis.  Although I was expected to use Excel no college professor took the time to stop and show me its functions.  I expect that these technology demands on college students will only grow in the future.  This means that they have to gain these skills before college or they will be hindered when they get into college.  
Once a teacher has the knowledge and is able to relay that knowledge on to their students they then must be able to evaluate the effectiveness of their teaching strategy.  Personally, I believe that this can only come after time in the classroom and is not something that can be taught.  Educators do need to learn how to evaluate themselves effectively but they cannot evaluate the effectiveness of a lesson until they have actually taught it to a real class.  Even the most prepared teacher with a wonderful lesson could fail to effectively teach the lesson under certain circumstances.  My lesson plans that integrate technology as seen in my eportfolio reflect different learning styles.  Why some of my lessons may work great with one student it may fail with another.  By varying my lessons I hope to reach all of my students not just the ones that are strong in one area.  
I have enjoyed ITEC 501 and feel that I have learned useful skills that will make me a better teacher.  I would consider myself a computer literate person and bale to accomplish many things using a computer.  I have taken several computer classes and have utilized computers as long as I can remember.  I was fortunate enough to grow up with access to a computer as well.  Despite being familiar with computer I did learn several things throughout this class.  I had never used Access or FrontPage and without this class I would have never been able to integrate them into a lesson for my students.  I became familiar with another format for lesson plans as well as how to integrate technologies into my class.  I believe that this class is very useful and that every teacher should take it.
In the future students will have an increased demand for technology in their everyday lives.  I cannot think of a situation where an adult in the United States does not come into contact with a computer or some version of it on at least a weekly basis.  As a result we need to teach students the basic computer skills they will need to survive and function in the real world.  As educators we need to have computer skills and to be able to integrate them into our lessons so that our students can incorporate these vital skills into their lives.  ITEC 501 Instructional Technologies has strengthened my computer knowledge and helped me learn integration techniques.  My eportfolio demonstrates the skills I have learned and examples of how I can integrate them into a ninth grade Earth Science class.  Some of my lessons can be easily altered to other subjects or at least other levels of science.  Because I teach Oceanography as well I have included some ideas that I had that would allow for the lesson to be taught at a higher level in that subject.
