Heidi Trude

ITEC 501


Les Correspondants Français 
Telecommunications Integration Lesson Plan for French I
Overview: 
Have you ever wanted to meet and communicate with a French student?  In this lesson, you will have a correspondant (pen pal) in France that you will write and respond to using email and online chats.  You will have the opportunity to learn about the French culture and what growing up is like for French teenagers, as well as practicing your French.  You will share what you learn from your correspondant with the class. 
Goals:

1. Communicate with your correspondant français (French pen pal) using email.

2. Participate in an online chat with your correspondant français (French pen pal). 

3. Present your correspondant français (French pen pal) to the class. 
Instructional Topic:

Communicating with others; communicating using the French language
Prerequisites:

1. Identify and understand vocabulary relating to communication and general French expressions. 
2. Create and send emails. 

3. Understand how to participate in online chats. 

Directions:

You need to be prepared with your materials for each class session during this unit.  You will complete this unit at school, so there will not be work to complete at home for this unit.  The unit will last one week.  The first day will be used to explain French pen pals and how you will correspond through emails and chats.  You will receive the name of your correspondant français (French pen pal) on the first day of the unit.  On the first day, you will also be given some time to brainstorm ideas or questions to discuss with your correspondant français (French pen pal).  The second day is reserved for emailing your correspondant français (French pen pal).  The third day is reserved for responding to your pen pal’s email.  The fourth day is reserved for the online chat between you and your correspondant français (French pen pal).  On the final day of the unit, you will present what you learned about your correspondant français (French pen pal) to the class. You will need to turn in a transcript of your chat, as well as copies of your emails to the teacher on the final day of the unit. 

Interest Approach:

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to be a teenager in France?  Are they interested in the same activities as American teenagers? What do they do?  What do they like?  This is your chance to learn all about French teenagers and their lives.  You will be given a correspondant français (French pen pal) who you will correspond with using email and online chats.  Use these activities as a chance to practice your French and learn about the French culture.  This should be very interesting and fun!  The French students are just as curious to learn about you as you are curious to learn about them.  Have fun, be yourself, and get ready to learn and experience the French culture!
Performance Objectives:

1. You will correspond with your correspondant français (French pen pal) using email.  Performance will be satisfactory if each student completes all project requirements and guidelines defined in the rubric.  You will write an email to your correspondant français (French pen pal) and will then respond to their email.  You need to turn in a copy of the original email, as well as the response email you sent to your correspondant français (French pen pal).  These must be submitted on the final day of the unit.  You will be allowed to use your textbooks or French dictionaries for help with vocabulary or grammar.  You may not use online translators.  Your emails must be written in French. Do not use English!  

2. You will participate in an online chat with your correspondant français (French pen pal).  Performance will be satisfactory if each student completes all project requirements and guidelines defined in the rubric.  You will submit a copy of your chat transcript on the final day of the unit.  You will be allowed to use your textbooks or French dictionaries for help with vocabulary or grammar.  You may not use online translators.  You must use French during the chat.  Do not use English!  
3. You will present your correspondant français (French pen pal) to the class.  Performance will be satisfactory if each student completes all project requirements and guidelines defined in the rubric.  Presentations will occur on the final day of the unit.  You must give your presentation in French and refrain from using English during the presentation.  Your presentation must be ten minutes.

Activities:

Activity 1: Communicating with your correspondant français (French pen pal) by email
1. You will correspond with your correspondant français (French pen pal) by email.  You will write your pen pal an email in which you introduce yourself and share your interests.  The first email should include: your first name (don’t share your last name), your age, your physical traits, your school and grade, your favorite subject, and your interests.  You will need to ask your correspondant français (French pen pal) questions about themselves. Your email should be at least two (2) paragraphs long, but may be longer.  
2.  Once you have finished composing your email, send it to your correspondant français (French pen pal).  Your correspondant français (French pen pal) will receive your email and reply back to you.  You need to respond to his or her questions.  In this email, make sure you respond appropriately to your pen pal’s questions, as well as pose new questions or topics to be discussed during the online chat.  

3. Once you have composed your reply email, send it to your correspondant français (French pen pal).  Make sure you print a copy of the email.  You will submit a copy of both emails at the end of the unit.  
Activity 2: Participating in an online chat with your correspondant français (French pen pal)
1. You will participate in an online chat with your correspondant français (French pen pal).  You will use the chat room on the class website for your chat.  During the chat session, you and your correspondant français (French pen pal) should discuss what it is like to be an American teenager and what it is like to be a French teenager.  Are there similarities and differences?  You may also pose questions about culture and lifestyle.  Use the chat session as an opportunity to learn as much as you can about the French culture and mindset. 
2. Once you end the chat session, you will need to print out the chat transcript.  You will need to submit the chat transcript on the final day of the unit.  

Activity 3: Presenting your correspondant français (French pen pal)
1. You will present your correspondant français (French pen pal) to the class on the last day of the unit.  You will introduce your pen pal to the class by discussing aspects of your emails and chat. You should not just read the emails or chat transcript to the class.  You will need to interact with the class and give eye contact. You must speak loudly and clearly so that everyone can hear and understand you. You will have ten minutes to give your presentation.  You may take questions from the class at the end of your presentation.  You must speak in French during your presentation.  
Associated Activities:

The student will…
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of new vocabulary through textbook and workbook activities.
2. Compose letters in French to classmates.

3. Compose emails in French to classmates.

4. Participate in online class discussions or chats.   
Instructional Material:

1. French Textbook 

2. French Dictionary

3. Internet 

4. Handouts


~ Think Sheet


~ Email Rubric


~ Chat Rubric


~ Presentation Rubric


~ Student Example 

Resources:

1. French Textbook

2. French Dictionary

3. Think Sheet (online resources)

Post-test:

Students will be evaluated using a rubric.  Each assignment will be evaluated separately.  The teacher will average the three grades to come up with a final grade for the project.
Task Review:

· Communicate with your correspondant français (French pen pal) using email.
· Send your correspondant français (French pen pal) an email and then respond to their email
· You will have a total of two (2) sent emails.
· Participate in an online chat with your correspondant français (French pen pal).
· Present your correspondant français (French pen pal) to the class.
· Submit the emails and chat transcript to the teacher on the final day of the unit.  
Additional Notes/Comments: 
Please discuss any questions or concerns you have with me.  You may come to me before or after class, or you may contact me via email at htrude@umw.edu.

Les Correspondants Français Think Sheet
Have you ever wondered what it’s like to be a teenager in France?  Are they interested in the same activities as American teenagers? What do they do?  What do they like?  This is your chance to learn all about French teenagers and their lives.  You will be given a correspondant français (French pen pal) who you will correspond with using email and online chats.  Use these activities as a chance to practice your French and learn about the French culture.  The French students are just as curious to learn about you as you are curious to learn about them.  Have fun, be yourself, and get ready to learn and experience the French culture!

Emails – What do I include?

· Your first name

· Your age

· Your physical traits

· Height

· Body Type

· Hair Color 

· Eye Color

· Your interests, likes, or dislikes

· Favorite activities or hobbies

· Food preferences

· Music preferences

· Television preferences

· Clothing preferences

· Job preferences

· Sport preferences

· Your school name and grade

· Your favorite subject in school

· Anything else about you that is interesting

Chat Session – What do I include?

· Discuss what it’s like to be a French teenager or an American teenager.

· Similarities

· Differences

· Pose questions about French culture 

· Pose questions about the French lifestyle 

· Use the chat as an opportunity to learn as much as you can about France and the French people.  

Where do I go for help?

· French Textbook

· French Dictionary

· Teacher

· Online Resources

· French Pen Pals

· http://french.about.com/od/penpals/French_Pen_Pals.htm
· French Community

· http://french.about.com/od/community/French_Community_French_chatroom_French_forums_French_pen_pals.htm
· Franceworld

· http://www.franceworld.com/fw3/
Pen Pal Presentation Rubric 

	Criteria
	4

Exceptional
	3

Good
	2

Satisfactory
	1

Unacceptable
	Total Points

	Content/Subject Knowledge
	Student shows a full understanding of their topic and is able to answer all questions posed by the teacher and/or classmates.  
	Student shows a good understanding of the topic and is able to answer three (3) or four (4) questions posed by the teacher and/or classmates.
	Student shows a partial understanding of the topic and is able to answer one (1) or two (2) questions posed by the teacher and/or classmates.
	Student does not show an understanding of the topic and is unable to answer questions posed by the teacher and/or classmates.
	

	Organization 
	Student presents information in a logical and interesting manner.  The audience can easily follow the presentation.
	Student presents information in a logical manner.  The audience can follow the presentation.
	Student jumps around and does not present the information in a logical manner.  The audience has difficulty following the presentation.
	Student does not present the information in any order.  The audience cannot understand the presentation. 
	

	Presentation (Speaking Skills and  Eye Contact)
	Student stands up straight and establishes eye contact with everyone in the room.  Student is enthusiastic and confident. Student speaks in a clear voice at a steady pace.  Student speaks entirely in French.
	Student stands up straight and establishes eye contact with everyone in the room.  Student is enthusiastic. Student speaks clearly, but is somewhat rushed.  Student occasionally speaks in English.
	Student occasionally slouches and gives little eye contact.  Student mumbles and speaks at an uneven rate.  There is little or no expression.  Student has difficulty speaking in French and speaks mostly in English. 
	Student slouches   and does not look at anyone in the classroom during the entire presentation.  Student is either inaudible or too loud.  Student is uninterested and shows no expression.  Student does not speak in French and gives presentation in English.
	

	Length of Presentation
	Presentation is ten (10) minutes long.
	Presentation is seven (7) minutes long. 
	Presentation is five (5) minutes long.
	Presentation is less than five (5) minutes long or more than ten (10) minutes long.
	


Teacher or Student Comments: 

Pen Pal Email Rubric 

	Criteria
	Exceptional 

(2 points)
	Satisfactory

(1 point)
	Unacceptable

(0 points)

	Email is written in French.
	
	
	

	The first email includes required elements: first name, age, physical traits, school name and grade, favorite subject, and interests, likes, and dislikes.
	
	
	

	Both emails pose relevant questions to the French Pen Pal. 
	
	
	

	Both emails are at least two paragraphs long. 
	
	
	

	Student responds appropriately to the pen pal’s email. 
	
	
	

	Student can effectively communicate with pen pal in French. 
	
	
	

	Student demonstrates clear understanding of the assignment.  
	
	
	

	Student develops original questions or thoughts in the email.
	
	
	

	Student uses correct vocabulary expressions in the emails.  
	
	
	

	Student uses correct grammar and tenses in the emails.  
	
	
	


Teacher or Student Comments: 

Chat Session Rubric 

	Criteria
	Exceptional 

(2 points)
	Satisfactory

(1 point)
	Unacceptable

(0 points)

	Chat is written in French.
	
	
	

	The chat session includes required elements and discussion questions
	
	
	

	The student poses relevant questions to the French Pen Pal during the chat.
	
	
	

	Student develops an understanding of French culture and lifestyle based on the chat conversation.
	
	
	

	Student responds appropriately to the pen pal’s questions/conversation.
	
	
	

	Student can effectively communicate with pen pal in French. 
	
	
	

	Student demonstrates clear understanding of the assignment.  
	
	
	

	Student develops original questions or thoughts during the chat.
	
	
	

	Student uses correct vocabulary expressions in the emails.  
	
	
	

	Student uses correct grammar and tenses in the emails.  
	
	
	


Teacher or Student Comments: 
