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Overview

Share information about your family by creating a newsletter that introduces yourself and your family to the class.  You will design and create your newsletter using Microsoft Word and then present the final product to the class.  

Goals

1. Create a family newsletter using Microsoft Word.
2. Present your newsletter to the class.  

Instructional Topic
Family, Traits, and Interests

Prerequisites

1. Identify and understand vocabulary relating to family, traits, and interests
2. Prepare documents using Microsoft Word.
Directions

You need to be prepared with your materials for each class session during this unit.  You may find it helpful to put your work on a flash drive, so you can work on it at school and at home.  The unit will last one week and you will have the majority of time to work on the project in class.  The first day will be used to explain the project and allow you to brainstorm ideas.  The second and third days are reserved for creating your family newsletter using Microsoft Word.  The fourth day is reserved for editing and final corrections.  Presentations will occur on the final class session.  After your presentation to the class, you will turn in a paper version and an electronic version of your newsletter to the teacher for evaluation.  

Interest Approach

Every family is unique and has a story to share.  What is your family’s story?  What is your family like?  You will have the opportunity to create a newsletter that describes your family.  Think about each member of your family.  What do they look like?  What are their likes and dislikes?  What are their interests?  The newsletter should reflect your family.  Be creative in your design.  This is your chance to introduce your family to our class.  You will share your newsletters at the end of the unit.  
Performance Objectives
1.1 You will create a family newsletter using Microsoft Word.  Performance will be satisfactory if each student completes all project requirements and guidelines defined in the rubric.  You will have one week to create your newsletter.  A paper version and an electronic version of the newsletter must be submitted on the day of the presentations.  You will be allowed to use your textbooks or French dictionaries for help with vocabulary or grammar.  You may not use online translators.  
2.1 You will present your family newsletter to the class.  Performance will be satisfactory if each student completes all project requirements and guidelines defined in the rubric.  Presentations will occur on the final day of the unit.  You must give your presentation in French and refrain from using English during the presentation.  Your presentation must be ten minutes.
Activities

Activity 1: Creating Your Family Newsletter

1.1 You will write a draft of your family newsletter.  You must write a paragraph of at least five (5) sentences for each member of your family.  Your newsletter must include your parents or guardians, your siblings, your grandparents, yourself, your pets (if you have any), your aunt, uncle and cousin(s).  If you wish, you may include more than one set of aunts, uncles, and cousins.  Be sure to include the individual’s name, age, physical traits, and interests. Refer to your textbook for help with vocabulary and grammar. You must show the teacher your draft before you can begin working on the computer.  The teacher will check for errors and give you suggestions for improvement.
1.2 After the teacher has approved your draft, you may begin working on the computer.  You will use Microsoft Word to create your newsletter.  Type your newsletter.  After you have typed your newsletter, you may format it.  
1.3 You will need to add a picture of your family to your newsletter.  Be creative in formatting your newsletter.  You may use graphics, clip art, other family pictures, columns, different fonts and text formatting, dropped text, or borders.  
1.4 Make sure you edit your family newsletter and make any corrections before submitting the final draft.  You will need to turn in a paper version and an electronic version of your family newsletter on the day of the presentations.  

Activity 2: Presenting Your Family Newsletter

2.1 You will present your family newsletter to the class on the last day of the unit.  You will introduce your family to the class by discussing each family member that you included in your newsletter. You should not just read the newsletter to the class.  You will need to interact with the class and give eye contact. You must speak loudly and clearly so that everyone can hear and understand you.  You may pass around your newsletter so all your classmates can see your final product.  You will have ten minutes to give your presentation.  You may take questions from the class at the end of your presentation.  You must speak in French during your presentation.  
Associated Assignments
The student will

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of new vocabulary through textbook and workbook activities.

2. Identify physical traits of peers. 

3. Identify peers’ interests.

4. Discuss his/her family with peers. 

5. Create a family tree. 
Instructional Materials
1. French Textbook 
2. French Dictionary

3. Microsoft Word

4. Handouts


~ Think Sheet


~ Newsletter Rubric


~ Presentation Rubric


~ Family Newsletter Example
Resources

1. French Textbook

2. French Dictionary
Post-test

Students will be evaluated using a rubric.  The Family Newsletter and Presentation will be evaluated separately.  The teacher will average the two grades to come up with a final grade for the project.
Task Review
· Create a family newsletter using Microsoft Word.

· Present your family newsletter to the class. 

· Submit a paper version and an electronic version of your family newsletter to the teacher on the day of the presentations (the last day of the unit).  
Additional Notes/Comments 
Please discuss any questions or concerns you have with me.  You may come to me before or after class, or you may contact me via email at htrude@umw.edu.

La Vie de ma Famille THINK SHEET
Make sure you think about the following ideas/concepts when you are creating your family newsletter.  This THINK SHEET will help you to come up with ideas to include in your family newsletter.  

Who to include?

· Parents/Guardians

· Grandparents

· Sibling(s)

· Aunt, Uncle, Cousin(s)

· Yourself

· Pet(s)

What to include?

· Individual’s first name

· Individual’s age

· Individual’s physical traits

· Individual’s interests, likes, or dislikes

· Family Picture

· Other graphics or embellishments

Physical Traits to Consider
· Height

· Body Type

· Hair Color 

· Eye Color

Preferences to Consider

· Favorite activities or hobbies

· Food preferences

· Music preferences

· Television preferences

· Clothing preferences

· Job preferences

· Sport preferences

* Remember to use your textbook to assist you with vocabulary and grammar points*

La Vie de ma Famille Oral Presentation Rubric 
	Criteria
	4

Exceptional
	3

Good
	2

Satisfactory
	1

Unacceptable
	Total Points

	Content/Subject Knowledge
	Student shows a full understanding of their topic and is able to answer all questions posed by the teacher and/or classmates.  
	Student shows a good understanding of the topic and is able to answer three (3) or four (4) questions posed by the teacher and/or classmates.
	Student shows a partial understanding of the topic and is able to answer one (1) or two (2) questions posed by the teacher and/or classmates.
	Student does not show an understanding of the topic and is unable to answer questions posed by the teacher and/or classmates.
	

	Organization 
	Student presents information in a logical and interesting manner.  The audience can easily follow the presentation.
	Student presents information in a logical manner.  The audience can follow the presentation.
	Student jumps around and does not present the information in a logical manner.  The audience has difficulty following the presentation.
	Student does not present the information in any order.  The audience cannot understand the presentation. 
	

	Presentation (Speaking Skills and  Eye Contact)
	Student stands up straight and establishes eye contact with everyone in the room.  Student is enthusiastic and confident. Student speaks in a clear voice at a steady pace.  Student speaks entirely in French.
	Student stands up straight and establishes eye contact with everyone in the room.  Student is enthusiastic. Student speaks clearly, but is somewhat rushed.  Student occasionally speaks in English.
	Student occasionally slouches and gives little eye contact.  Student mumbles and speaks at an uneven rate.  There is little or no expression.  Student has difficulty speaking in French and speaks mostly in English. 
	Student slouches   and does not look at anyone in the classroom during the entire presentation.  Student is either inaudible or too loud.  Student is uninterested and shows no expression.  Student does not speak in French and gives presentation in English.
	

	Length of Presentation
	Presentation is ten (10) minutes long.
	Presentation is seven (7) minutes long. 
	Presentation is five (5) minutes long.
	Presentation is less than five (5) minutes long or more than ten (10) minutes long.
	


Teacher or Student Comments: 
La Vie de ma Famille Newsletter Rubric
	Criteria
	4

Exceptional
	3

Good
	2

Satisfactory
	1

Unacceptable
	Total Points

	Required Elements
	The newsletter includes and exceeds all required elements.
	The newsletter includes three (3) required elements.
	The newsletter includes two (2) required elements.
	The newsletter includes one (1) or none of the required elements.
	

	Attractiveness
	The newsletter is extremely attractive in terms of layout, design, and neatness.
	The newsletter is attractive in terms of layout, design, and neatness. 
	The newsletter is somewhat attractive, even though it is a little messy.  
	The newsletter is unattractive in terms of layout, design, and neatness. 
	

	Grammar and Mechanics
	The newsletter contains no grammatical mistakes.  Capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the newsletter. 
	There is one (1) grammatical mistake or one (1) capitalization or punctuation error on the newsletter. 
	There are two (2) grammatical mistakes or two (2) capitalization or punctuation errors on the newsletter.
	There are three (3) or more grammatical mistakes or three (3) or more capitalization or punctuation errors on the newsletter.
	

	Creativity
	The newsletter is highly original and creative.  It looks like original work.
	The newsletter is original and creative.  It looks like original work.  
	The newsletter is somewhat creative and original 
	The newsletter lacks creativity or does not appear to be original work.
	


Teacher or Student Comments:
