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2008.04.03 16:50:52 Login

Room: HeidiT_Ofc

2008.04.03 16:50:52 HeidiT joined the room.

2008.04.03 16:51:01 HeidiT left the room.


Room: TI_Reception

2008.04.03 16:51:01 HeidiT joined the room.

2008.04.03 16:51:29 CarliS joined the room.

2008.04.03 16:51:34 CarliS left the room (signed off).

2008.04.03 16:52:06 HeidiT left the room.


Room: HeidiT_Ofc

2008.04.03 16:52:06 HeidiT joined the room.

2008.04.03 16:52:28 HeidiT left the room.


Room: IDT

2008.04.03 16:52:25 HeidiT joined the room.

2008.04.03 16:53:33 JasonMP joined the room.

2008.04.03 16:53:38 JasonMP: Heya

2008.04.03 16:53:46 HeidiT: Hey Jason!

2008.04.03 16:56:23 BjB: |** ANNOUNCEMENT: Teaching Teachers is starting in the group room. To participate type /join DianneA **|

2008.04.03 16:59:04 MichelleLe joined the room.

2008.04.03 16:59:15 HeidiT: Hey Michelle!

2008.04.03 16:59:16 MichelleLe: Hi everyone.

2008.04.03 17:00:34 JasonMP: are we waiting for George?

2008.04.03 17:00:40 HeidiT: I think so.

2008.04.03 17:00:46 JasonMP: k

2008.04.03 17:00:46 MichelleLe: yeah.

2008.04.03 17:00:51 HeidiT: k

2008.04.03 17:03:16 JasonMP: how long should we wait?

2008.04.03 17:03:21 HeidiT: George does know we're meeting tonight, right?

2008.04.03 17:03:23 JasonMP: and how long does this last again?

2008.04.03 17:03:35 MichelleLe: yeah he responded to the email

2008.04.03 17:03:38 JasonMP: Yeah, I talked to him before and during class yesterday and he affirmed 8 PM tonight

2008.04.03 17:03:51 HeidiT: Dr. Teabo's assignment sheet said chats normally last an hour.

2008.04.03 17:03:56 MichelleLe: yeah

2008.04.03 17:04:01 HeidiT: Okay

2008.04.03 17:04:06 MichelleLe: my watch doesn't say 8 yet

2008.04.03 17:04:19 HeidiT: Maybe we should give him a few minutes.

2008.04.03 17:04:33 HeidiT: My computer says it's 8:04pm.

2008.04.03 17:04:55 JasonMP: mine says 8:14

2008.04.03 17:05:22 MichelleLe: okay well mine says 8:01 now

2008.04.03 17:05:42 JasonMP: how about George gets til 5 minutes from now, we'll each review the readings while we wait.

2008.04.03 17:05:55 HeidiT: I just checked email and there is nothing from George.

2008.04.03 17:05:56 MichelleLe: sounds good

2008.04.03 17:06:01 HeidiT: Sounds good to me

2008.04.03 17:06:17 MichelleLe: he can always pick up the chat and join in

2008.04.03 17:06:50 MichelleLe: what article do you all want to start with

2008.04.03 17:06:50 HeidiT: Yeah, let's wait 5 minutes and if he's not here he can just join in.

2008.04.03 17:07:08 HeidiT: Doesn't matter to me.

2008.04.03 17:07:59 MichelleLe: me either just thought it would be more organized if we had a starting point

2008.04.03 17:08:14 HeidiT: Yeah.

2008.04.03 17:10:54 MichelleLe: Do you all want to start with "enGauge" article?

2008.04.03 17:12:38 HeidiT: That's fine with me.

2008.04.03 17:13:20 MichelleLe: okay.

2008.04.03 17:13:45 HeidiT: How much longer should we wait?

2008.04.03 17:13:47 MichelleLe: I don't see George on the list for being online.

2008.04.03 17:13:54 MichelleLe: I think we should start.

2008.04.03 17:14:05 MichelleLe: I don't have any emails

2008.04.03 17:14:13 MichelleLe: Do you?

2008.04.03 17:14:16 HeidiT: I don't see him either.

2008.04.03 17:14:27 HeidiT: I just checked email again and there's nothing

2008.04.03 17:14:54 HeidiT: You don't think he went to BlackBoard

2008.04.03 17:15:10 MichelleLe: I don't know.

2008.04.03 17:15:14 JasonMP: oh well

2008.04.03 17:15:37 HeidiT: So should we just start without him?

2008.04.03 17:16:15 MichelleLe: I feel bad about it, but we have waited long enough. And, he has a way to contact us for troubleshooting too.

2008.04.03 17:16:34 JasonMP: indeed. And I'm tired of accommodating

2008.04.03 17:16:43 HeidiT: We've given him 15 minutes which is fair.

2008.04.03 17:16:52 JasonMP: So do we want to structure this or free-style? Do we want a moderator?

2008.04.03 17:17:14 HeidiT: I think we should just move forward and he can face the consequences.

2008.04.03 17:17:23 JasonMP: I don't think we need all that, but shall we agree to try to stick to the readings and not go on big tangents?

2008.04.03 17:17:32 MichelleLe: sure.

2008.04.03 17:17:47 JasonMP: great

2008.04.03 17:17:50 HeidiT: It doesn't matter to me. Your the group leader, Jason.

2008.04.03 17:18:05 MichelleLe: Yeah. It's your call.

2008.04.03 17:18:07 HeidiT: Sounds good to me.

2008.04.03 17:18:51 JasonMP: Okay, well it seems to me that all of these articles are advocating greater technology standards and proficiency in the classroom. They seem to derive their arguments from the requirements of the work-force and future education.

2008.04.03 17:19:51 HeidiT: Yeah, I definitely agree with you Jason. The articles seem to be promoting technology in the classroom through the standards.

2008.04.03 17:19:57 MichelleLe: I agree. The main focus of the articles is the standards and necessity for standards with Technology.

2008.04.03 17:20:48 HeidiT: There needs to be standards to go with the technology that is put in place in the classroom.

2008.04.03 17:21:29 HeidiT: What did y'all think of the enGauge standards in comparison to the standards proposed by the other various groups?

2008.04.03 17:22:59 MichelleLe: The article enGauge raised an interesting point about self-direction. I think this should be a standard for not only technology, but for any classroom.

2008.04.03 17:23:44 JasonMP: I did like the enGaguge standards because they provided a justification for their standards. The ISTE standards stand alone. This speaks to the criticism of some who fear that technology supplants content and not fosters it. Is technology supposed to be the content or an instructional method?

2008.04.03 17:24:14 HeidiT: I found the standards that enGauge proposed to be more suited for the classroom and could be adapted to fit other disciplines besides technology.

2008.04.03 17:24:20 JasonMP: (That’s a rhetorical question).

2008.04.03 17:24:28 JasonMP: Heidi, 

2008.04.03 17:25:03 HeidiT: I know, I was posting a response to my own question but it was posted after your response

2008.04.03 17:25:11 JasonMP: Definitely. the Inventive Thinking and High Productivity sections in particular speak to all kinds of content

2008.04.03 17:25:40 JasonMP: (This is difficult, cause sometimes I hit enter too soon)

2008.04.03 17:27:22 JasonMP: Okay so a small step back; What is the purpose of education? IF it is to prepare students for the work or college world, then fostering technology proficiency would make sense. However, if it is to produce well-rounded citizens then it would be more of an option and not imperative

2008.04.03 17:27:45 HeidiT: I particularly liked the Inventive Thinking components of the enGuage standards, as creativity is something that is not limited to technology. All disciplines utilize creativity, risk-taking, and higher-order thinking at some point or another during the day.

2008.04.03 17:28:19 JasonMP: Heidi, yes. I run into people who lack ingenuity all the time, and it can get a little annoying

2008.04.03 17:28:43 MichelleLe: I think all of those skills are important to education. I think if we can produce well rounded students that also have job skills, then we are doing our jobs.

2008.04.03 17:29:13 JasonMP: Michelle, true. But there are trade-off's in light of limited time and resources

2008.04.03 17:29:26 HeidiT: Personally, I feel the purpose of education is to create well-rounded citizens who are lifelong learners. While some may argue that schools purpose is to teach students what they need to be successful on the job.

2008.04.03 17:29:42 MichelleLe: I think these standards attest to the fact that in the area of job skills our students are lacking.

2008.04.03 17:30:14 HeidiT: Michelle, I agree that there are areas where students are lacking.

2008.04.03 17:30:24 MichelleLe: I think that if that is what technology standards are providing, then why not press that point.

2008.04.03 17:31:34 HeidiT: But should teachers have to spend all their time to make sure that students know all skills that the enGauge standards suggest?

2008.04.03 17:31:50 JasonMP: Heidi, thanks for bringing that up

2008.04.03 17:32:10 HeidiT: No problem.

2008.04.03 17:32:11 MichelleLe: Well, I find that some of the standards are too subjective to actually test.

2008.04.03 17:32:28 MichelleLe: How do you measure curiosity? How do you measure creativity?

2008.04.03 17:32:39 JasonMP: Do we create a required core class for technological proficiency? Or, do we disperse responsibility across subject areas where we will certainly only scratch the surface a bunch of times

2008.04.03 17:33:19 JasonMP: Michelle, good point on measuring...sometimes its hard to measure those things, anecdotally?

2008.04.03 17:34:06 HeidiT: I think it would be best if we could integrate technology across the curriculum; however it is difficulty to integrate technology into all the content areas all the time.

2008.04.03 17:34:09 MichelleLe: I think that some of the standards are great ideas, but how do you really assess the student.

2008.04.03 17:34:43 HeidiT: Some of it would just have to be done through anecdotal notes or observations.

2008.04.03 17:35:17 JasonMP: Well, these things are also incredibly difficult to foster in the first place. Often we pay lip service to creating an atmosphere of curiosity when we haven't really

2008.04.03 17:35:53 JasonMP: Assessment aside

2008.04.03 17:36:06 MichelleLe: I think as teachers there are ways to use technology and there are ITs that we use everyday that we don't think twice about.

2008.04.03 17:36:39 HeidiT: I agree with you Michelle.

2008.04.03 17:36:59 JasonMP: Why do teachers get the onus of integrating technology? Many of our students use far more advanced applications daily at home. How does time out of class factor into integration?

2008.04.03 17:37:18 JasonMP: Of course some students don't have access also, but for theoretical purposes we can ignore this

2008.04.03 17:37:27 HeidiT: Some teachers are very fortunate to have many resources available to them to use, yet they don't use it. Why? I do not know.

2008.04.03 17:37:37 MichelleLe: Do you think an after school program about job skills or technology would be more beneficial to students than sports or other clubs?

2008.04.03 17:38:37 HeidiT: I think the parents who really wanted their students to be tech savvy would be willing to put their child in an afternoon technology class.

2008.04.03 17:38:42 JasonMP: Well that brings us to our after school program brochure

2008.04.03 17:39:12 HeidiT: Right now, I teach an after school French class and have found that the students who are in the class really want to be there.

2008.04.03 17:39:29 HeidiT: Some of them even miss sports practice to come to class.

2008.04.03 17:39:35 MichelleLe: Jason, I think you're right that there are some students who have more resources. But, do they know how to use all of it wisely, or for school related topics.

2008.04.03 17:39:49 HeidiT: Good point, Michelle

2008.04.03 17:39:55 JasonMP: yeah

2008.04.03 17:40:45 HeidiT: So back to after school programs, do you guys think students would benefit from an after school technology program?

2008.04.03 17:41:34 JasonMP: Well this brochure seems to think so, though they don't really provide any statistics

2008.04.03 17:41:52 HeidiT: From what I gathered from the article, students performance in school improved.

2008.04.03 17:42:03 MichelleLe: But, given the option of learning about job skills in an after school class or working and getting paid after school what would you pick?

2008.04.03 17:42:21 HeidiT: The brochure did explain some successful programs in Maryland and California.

2008.04.03 17:43:00 MichelleLe: I think they would benefit from it. But, would the students that really needed help actually come.

2008.04.03 17:43:04 MichelleLe: ?

2008.04.03 17:43:35 HeidiT: I think it would depend on my family's financial situation as to whether I would join a program or work for money.

2008.04.03 17:44:23 JasonMP: Attendance in an after school class would be kinda weeny no matter what. You would integrate technology for the ones who already do it...not the ones who need it

2008.04.03 17:44:38 HeidiT: That would probably depend on if the program was free or if there was a fee attached to the program. It would also depend on how the program is advertised.

2008.04.03 17:44:46 MichelleLe: I worked on a similar theoretical 21st century initiative for job skills in a class last semester. The big issue our group had was meeting the needs for special needs students.

2008.04.03 17:45:46 HeidiT: In the schools I've subbed in, they currently have programs in place during the school day for special needs students to teach them the skills they will need for jobs.

2008.04.03 17:46:11 HeidiT: They go to those classes and then go out and work for the other part of the day.

2008.04.03 17:47:30 MichelleLe: In a broader sense, what accommodations would you make to account for a socio-economic diverse group. Would there be faculty to help ESL students? How about transportation issues?

2008.04.03 17:47:35 HeidiT: Do you think an after school technology program would be more appealing to elementary school students or high schoolers?

2008.04.03 17:48:00 JasonMP: It can't be voluntary or selective because of a voluntary response bias. Those who are already interested in this stuff will attend while the others will continue to miss out. It has to be mandatory.

2008.04.03 17:48:49 HeidiT: That is definitely something that would need to be taken into consideration. There should be a class for the ELLs and a class for native speakers.

2008.04.03 17:49:39 MichelleLe: Yeah.

2008.04.03 17:49:59 HeidiT: I agree with you, Jason. Technology is so important and students will continue to fall through the cracks if the program does not include all students.

2008.04.03 17:50:18 MichelleLe: I think you are right.

2008.04.03 17:50:25 MichelleLe: All of you.

2008.04.03 17:51:04 HeidiT: Since we all seem to agree that there needs to be some sort of technology program, would it be beneficial to include the program as part of the school day and not as an after school program?

2008.04.03 17:51:54 MichelleLe: I think it should be a class. When I was in school we had to take a keyboarding class and at that time we also learned basic programming skills.

2008.04.03 17:52:13 JasonMP: yeah, it has to be during the school day

2008.04.03 17:52:18 MichelleLe: Yes.

2008.04.03 17:52:27 HeidiT: I agree with you both.

2008.04.03 17:53:24 HeidiT: If it was offered during the school day, maybe teachers would feel more comfortable integrating more technology in their own classrooms since their students would be familiar with it

2008.04.03 17:54:35 MichelleLe: Do you feel that your students would be able to do the integrations lessons you have created without you teaching them every step of the technology?

2008.04.03 17:55:50 HeidiT: I don't think they would feel comfortable with FrontPage or Access; however I think students are pretty savvy with Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.

2008.04.03 17:56:20 JasonMP: A lot are very familiar with the applications we use. They can make PowerPoint, use publisher, etc.

2008.04.03 17:56:57 JasonMP: They can do webpages probably. I learned FrontPage and Access in 11th grade

2008.04.03 17:57:10 MichelleLe: But, did you learn that in school

2008.04.03 17:57:23 JasonMP: Didn’t really put it to good use, just learned it in an Office class. yes in school

2008.04.03 17:57:24 HeidiT: I agree with you, Jason. I'm amazed at how tech savvy elementary schoolers are. They were teaching me how to use the SMART Board.

2008.04.03 17:57:24 MichelleLe: I mean in a specific class

2008.04.03 17:57:30 MichelleLe: ok

2008.04.03 17:58:27 MichelleLe: I think it really depends on the student. Some children I've worked with do not have computers

2008.04.03 17:58:53 HeidiT: I was briefly introduced to Access in high school, but not enough to be comfortable to use it in other classes.

2008.04.03 17:59:06 HeidiT: I was never taught webpages in school.

2008.04.03 17:59:31 JasonMP: that is changing

2008.04.03 17:59:44 MichelleLe: Me either.

2008.04.03 17:59:47 HeidiT: So, I would totally be in favor of the students having a class that would teach them all the technology skills.

2008.04.03 17:59:47 JasonMP: anyone can set up a webpage anymore

2008.04.03 18:00:22 HeidiT: If the teachers are required to take technology classes, shouldn't the students be held to the same responsibility?

2008.04.03 18:00:35 MichelleLe: Yes.

2008.04.03 18:00:45 JasonMP: Just teaching them technology skills isn't sustainable though. They need critical thinking skills; because technology changes so quickly the skills they learn today will be obsolete in a couple years

2008.04.03 18:01:01 JasonMP: They need to be able to figure stuff out for themselves

2008.04.03 18:01:18 MichelleLe: How do you supposed you would do that in your class?

2008.04.03 18:01:26 HeidiT: I see where you're coming from Jason.

2008.04.03 18:01:29 JasonMP: I have no idea

2008.04.03 18:02:45 JasonMP: it would take lots of set-up. Teaching "soft skills" like problem solving, critical thinking, ingenuity, etc. is way harder than just showing them where and how to insert a table

2008.04.03 18:02:47 HeidiT: If we can teach the students the technology skills and then give them real life problems where they can apply those skills, then I think we will ultimately be helping the students be better prepared for the future and possible jobs.

2008.04.03 18:03:03 MichelleLe: I think students need to be comfortable enough with those basic skills to be able to search things out for themselves. So, as teachers we can give them more open ended assignments.

2008.04.03 18:03:22 JasonMP: open-ended is good

2008.04.03 18:03:35 HeidiT: I agree, open-ended is good.

2008.04.03 18:04:08 MichelleLe: That way students are also learning to be "risk-takers."

2008.04.03 18:04:21 JasonMP: indeed

2008.04.03 18:04:31 HeidiT: By giving more open-ended assignments, we would be meeting the goals of the enGauge standards.

2008.04.03 18:04:41 HeidiT: Definitely.

2008.04.03 18:06:43 JasonMP: "Controlled choice" is a catch phrase. Giving students choices for variety is a great way to motivate and foster high-quality work while restricting their options to reasonable things

2008.04.03 18:07:02 HeidiT: I think one of the keys to technology in the classroom is making sure that students can apply the knowledge to real world settings. The students need to see how the skills can be applicable in the real word and not just in the classroom.

2008.04.03 18:07:17 MichelleLe: Great phrase, Jason.

2008.04.03 18:07:20 HeidiT: I agree with you, Jason.

2008.04.03 18:09:05 MichelleLe: I think you're right Heidi.

2008.04.03 18:09:56 JasonMP: we seem to be puttering out

2008.04.03 18:10:00 JasonMP: where is George?

2008.04.03 18:10:13 HeidiT: According to enGauge "...learning increases significantly when students are engaged in academic study through authentic real-world experiences."

2008.04.03 18:10:24 HeidiT: no idea where George is.

2008.04.03 18:11:17 JasonMP: I miss George

2008.04.03 18:11:25 MichelleLe: I think that providing those real world examples is a great way to motivate the students.

2008.04.03 18:11:59 MichelleLe: What kinds of real world examples could you use in your classrooms? And what way do you see technology playing a part?

2008.04.03 18:12:06 HeidiT: It gives them something that they can relate to or find relevant.

2008.04.03 18:12:11 MichelleLe: I don't know where George is?

2008.04.03 18:13:11 JasonMP: well I think we have some good discussion here, we definitely considered the content critically and I am prepared to finish the rest of the assignment. You all?

2008.04.03 18:14:31 HeidiT: I think we had a good discussion and have all contributed some great ideas.

2008.04.03 18:15:03 HeidiT: I think we can all agree that technology is important and definitely needs to be in the classrooms.

2008.04.03 18:15:10 MichelleLe: I think so too.

2008.04.03 18:15:20 MichelleLe: Yes.

2008.04.03 18:15:24 HeidiT: Does anyone else have any final comments?

2008.04.03 18:16:10 JasonMP: nope, I think you summed it up well

2008.04.03 18:16:17 MichelleLe: I think that technology needs to be in schools and reinforced by the regular classroom teachers.

2008.04.03 18:16:33 MichelleLe: I think we are all okay with everything then.

2008.04.03 18:16:37 HeidiT: Very well said Michelle.

2008.04.03 18:16:41 MichelleLe: Thanks

2008.04.03 18:16:45 HeidiT: I think we're good.

2008.04.03 18:17:12 HeidiT: We just need to post/reply to the discussion board on the Schon articles

2008.04.03 18:17:24 MichelleLe: Yes.

2008.04.03 18:17:39 JasonMP: yup

2008.04.03 18:17:43 JasonMP: I miss George

2008.04.03 18:18:07 HeidiT: Do we need to tell Dr. Teabo that George didn't show up?

2008.04.03 18:18:18 JasonMP: no she'll know

2008.04.03 18:18:36 HeidiT: I kinda feel bad that George never showed up considering we waited for him to get back

2008.04.03 18:18:37 MichelleLe: Do we need to copy and paste any of this?

2008.04.03 18:18:51 HeidiT: Tapped In should email it to us

2008.04.03 18:19:04 MichelleLe: okay. Just making sure.

2008.04.03 18:19:11 JasonMP: yeah we should be good. I'm out thanks for the chat

2008.04.03 18:19:14 HeidiT: at least that is what Dr. Teabo said in class and on the assignment

2008.04.03 18:19:22 HeidiT: We're good

2008.04.03 18:19:27 MichelleLe: Bye Jason.

2008.04.03 18:19:33 MichelleLe: I think we are.

2008.04.03 18:19:35 HeidiT: Thanks for the chat guys.

2008.04.03 18:19:54 MichelleLe: Thanks. Good bye everyone.

2008.04.03 18:20:14 HeidiT: Bye y'all. See everyone on Wednesday!

2008.04.03 18:20:48 JasonMP: Bye

2008.04.03 18:21:00 HeidiT: Bye!

2008.04.03 18:21:01 JasonMP left the room (signed off).

2008.04.03 18:21:33 MichelleLe left the room (signed off).

2008.04.03 18:21:47 HeidiT left the room (signed off).


2008.04.03 18:21:47 Signoff

