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This chat session focused on 21st century technology skills and the technology standards.  To prepare for the chat, each person read three articles dealing with technology standards, skills, and proficiency.  All three articles appeared to promote greater technology standards and proficiency in the classroom due to the increasing demands from the workforce and changes in education.  One article, “Afterschool Programs: Helping Kids Compete in Tomorrow’s Workforce”, addressed the issue of offering after school technology programs for students so that they would gain the technology skills and job skills to be successful in the 21st century workforce.  The enGauge article highlighted and explained the enGauge technology standards in great detail and demonstrated the need for greater technology standards within the classroom.  The final article, “21st Century Skills”, looked at various technology standards and compared them to the enGauge Technology Standards.  All three articles made it very clear that technology standards are a necessity in today’s classrooms.  Based on the articles, technology is important and definitely needs to be in the classrooms.


After reading the material to prepare for the chat, our group held our chat session.  We met on April 3, 2008 at 8:00pm using Tapped In to host our chat.  The chat lasted 90 minutes and produced an interesting and thought-provoking discussion of the material.  Before starting the chat, I was afraid that I would not have anything to say about the material; however that proved to be quite the opposite.  The chat session allowed each of us to share our opinions and ideas about 21st century technology skills. 

Examples of the Chat 


Below are some of the contributions from our chat session.  I have highlighted my contributions to the discussion in pink.  

2008.04.03 17:18:51 JasonMP: Okay, well it seems to me that all of these articles are advocating greater technology standards and proficiency in the classroom. They seem to derive their arguments from the requirements of the work-force and future education.

2008.04.03 17:19:51 HeidiT: Yeah, I definitely agree with you Jason. The articles seem to be promoting technology in the classroom through the standards.

2008.04.03 17:19:57 MichelleLe: I agree. The main focus of the articles is the standards and necessity for standards with Technology.

2008.04.03 17:20:48 HeidiT: There needs to be standards to go with the technology that is put in place in the classroom.

2008.04.03 17:21:29 HeidiT: What did y'all think of the enGauge standards in comparison to the standards proposed by the other various groups?

2008.04.03 17:22:59 MichelleLe: The article enGauge raised an interesting point about self-direction. I think this should be a standard for not only technology, but for any classroom.

2008.04.03 17:23:44 JasonMP: I did like the enGaguge standards because they provided a justification for their standards. The ISTE standards stand alone. This speaks to the criticism of some who fear that technology supplants content and not fosters it. Is technology supposed to be the content or an instructional method?

2008.04.03 17:24:14 HeidiT: I found the standards that enGauge proposed to be more suited for the classroom and could be adapted to fit other disciplines besides technology.

______________________________________________________________________________

2008.04.03 17:27:45 HeidiT: I particularly liked the Inventive Thinking components of the enGuage standards, as creativity is something that is not limited to technology. All disciplines utilize creativity, risk-taking, and higher-order thinking at some point or another during the day.

2008.04.03 17:28:19 JasonMP: Heidi, yes. I run into people who lack ingenuity all the time, and it can get a little annoying

2008.04.03 17:28:43 MichelleLe: I think all of those skills are important to education. I think if we can produce well rounded students that also have job skills, then we are doing our jobs.

2008.04.03 17:29:13 JasonMP: Michelle, true. But there are trade-off's in light of limited time and resources

2008.04.03 17:29:26 HeidiT: Personally, I feel the purpose of education is to create well-rounded citizens who are lifelong learners. While some may argue that schools purpose is to teach students what they need to be successful on the job.

2008.04.03 17:29:42 MichelleLe: I think these standards attest to the fact that in the area of job skills our students are lacking.

2008.04.03 17:30:14 HeidiT: Michelle, I agree that there are areas where students are lacking.

2008.04.03 17:30:24 MichelleLe: I think that if that is what technology standards are providing, then why not press that point.

2008.04.03 17:31:34 HeidiT: But should teachers have to spend all their time to make sure that students know all skills that the enGauge standards suggest?
______________________________________________________________________________

 2008.04.03 17:49:59 HeidiT: I agree with you, Jason. Technology is so important and students will continue to fall through the cracks if the program does not include all students.

2008.04.03 17:50:18 MichelleLe: I think you are right.

2008.04.03 17:50:25 MichelleLe: All of you.

2008.04.03 17:51:04 HeidiT: Since we all seem to agree that there needs to be some sort of technology program, would it be beneficial to include the program as part of the school day and not as an after school program?

2008.04.03 17:51:54 MichelleLe: I think it should be a class. When I was in school we had to take a keyboarding class and at that time we also learned basic programming skills.

2008.04.03 17:52:13 JasonMP: yeah, it has to be during the school day

2008.04.03 17:52:18 MichelleLe: Yes.

2008.04.03 17:52:27 HeidiT: I agree with you both.

2008.04.03 17:53:24 HeidiT: If it was offered during the school day, maybe teachers would feel more comfortable integrating more technology in their own classrooms since their students would be familiar with it
______________________________________________________________________________

2008.04.03 18:10:13 HeidiT: According to enGauge "...learning increases significantly when students are engaged in academic study through authentic real-world experiences."
2008.04.03 18:11:25 MichelleLe: I think that providing those real world examples is a great way to motivate the students.

2008.04.03 18:12:06 HeidiT: It gives them something that they can relate to or find relevant.
______________________________________________________________________________



Conclusion


I was somewhat nervous going into the chat session as I was afraid we would not find much to say about the articles.  However, my fear was only a fear.  We were actually had a lot to say about the articles once we started talking.  There were so many different directions we could go with the articles, so it was pretty easy to carry on the discussion once we got started.  The topics were extremely relevant to discuss and allowed each of us to share our experiences and ideas surrounding the topic.  


Even though the chat appeared to be a success; it did not come without frustrations.  Our group had a hard time finding a time when everyone could meet.  It was somewhat stressful trying to working around everyone’s schedules.  Actually talking in the chat was frustrating at times.  You never knew when people would be posting something, so at times your comment would make no sense or just appear to be a random comment.  This also became problematic when we posed rhetorical questions as other posts appeared under the questions, but were not directly related to the question.  I personally had a hard time because I like to see people when I talk with them.  The facial and visual cues can be very helpful when having a discussion with someone.  During the chat, I felt lost since I could only read what my group members were typing.  It would have been nice if we could have had web cams available to use during the chat. Even though the chat was frustrating at times, I believe our group was able to have an engaging and insightful discussion of the material.  


Based on my experiences with this chat, I would be willing to try it again.  While at times I was frustrated, I feel that I was able to express myself and get my point across.  I also believe that I was more vocal during the chat than I am in face-to-face classes.  Overall, I enjoyed the chat session and feel that chats are good resources for teachers to use in the classroom.   


