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For this assignment, I was asked to research and experience three different types of Internet search engines.  The types of search engines used in the assignment were classified as general search engines, multi-threaded search engines, and categorical search engines.  Before completing this assignment, I had only been exposed to general search engines, such as Google, Google France, and Ask Jeeves.  After researching and exploring each of the different types of search engines, I discovered that there are many great search engines available to use.  This assignment has helped me to discover resources that I will be able to use in the classroom with my students.  

General Search Engines


I examined and researched the following general search engines: http://www.altavista.com/, http://www.yahoo.com, http://www.google.com, http://www.alltheweb.com, and http://www.excite.com . All five of the search engines were not specific, but returned a large number of results.  These sites were all very easy to use and can be used as a starting point for research.  They are not beneficial if you need information in a hurry as it takes time to go through and determine if the results provide the specific information you are looking for.  Since the majority of people mainly use general search engines, these sites are designed to meet the needs of the users.  All five sites that I looked at were appealing in terms of design and layout.   Excite.com and Yahoo.com were somewhat cluttered in terms of advertising, making it difficult to conduct research without being distracted.  All the sites offered advanced search options, which were located next to the general search text box.  Another feature that I found to be extremely helpful was the language option button.  This feature was available on all the search engines except Excite.com.  Overall, I was comfortable using the general search engines, despite having to sort through a large number of results to determine what information was related to my keyword. 

I entered the following keywords, French Holidays, Traditions, and Customs, into each of the general search engines.  For the most part, the five search engines produced the same results.  Some websites were different; however the majority of websites appeared in each of the search engines’ results usually in the same order.  Excite.com produced the least amounts of hits with 46 total hits while Altavista.com produced the most hits with 3,760,000 total hits.  Some of the results from the searches did not pertain to my initial keyword at all.  Those websites typically did not appear on the first page of the results, but rather several pages into the results.  Altavista.com, Yahoo.com, Google.com, and AlltheWeb.com provided a variety of websites ranging from encyclopedia entries to news articles to official French government sites.  Excite.com did return some decent results, but for the most part the results were not relevant to my initial search.  Overall, I was pleased with the information that was returned from my general search engine research.  This experience has exposed me to new search engines that I will continue to use for my own research, as well as in the classroom. 
Multi-threaded Search Engines


Multi-threaded search engines are used to search several different search engines at the same time.  These search engines are designed to show the best results from the search engines it searches.  I decided to examine and research the multi-threaded search engine, Dogpile (http://www.dogpile.com). This search engine is very user friendly and easy to use.  It provides the option for advanced searches. The advanced search link is located right next to the general search text box.  The advanced search option gives individuals the option of changing languages, in addition to other search features and elements.  I felt very comfortable using and navigating through this search engine.  

I used the exact same key words (French Holidays, Tradition, and Customs) as I had used with the general search engines.  Dogpile.com provided a fair number of result based on my keywords.  The amount of hits was not near the numbers that had appeared with the general search engines.  The results tended to be geared more towards my keywords, though there were a few unrelated websites that appeared.  Dogpile.com displayed which website had returned the information that was displayed.  I liked this feature as it let me see which site was producing the best information relevant to my search.  Overall, I was pleased with my experience on Dogpile.com and would definitely consider using it as search engine for classroom projects or personal use.

Categorical Search Engines

Categorical search engines place information into categories, and then break that information down into subcategories, topics, and finally subtopics.  These types of search engines are good if you know what general topic you want to research, but not the specific idea within the topic you wish to research.  I decided to use the categorical search engine, Search.com (http://www.search.com).  The site was easy to use and navigate.  Like the general search engines and the multi-threaded search engines, Search.com offered an advanced search feature.  This option was located next to the general search text box and offered many more options than the other search engines’ advanced features link.  One drawback of this site was that it did not have a language option.  As a foreign language teacher, I like to have the opportunity to search in English as well as the target language I am teaching.  Even though this site did not have a language option, it was still a good site to use. 

I used the same key words (French Holidays, Traditions, and Customs) for my search.  Search.com returned a large number of hits (40,320).  The majority of hits were very relevant to my topic.  There were some hits that were totally unrelated to the topic, but for the most part Search.com returned the type of results I was looking for.  Overall, I liked this type of search engine; however I do not know how effective it would be in upper-level foreign language classes since it does not offer an option to change languages.  
