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A thousand words are worth a picture
Overview:

You will individually create a poem using a selection of poetic devices and figurative language of your choosing.  You will also be assigned a poem created by another member of the class.  You will interpret, analyze and design a visual representation of both poems and incorporate all your work into Microsoft Word.
Goals: Below are the listed goals for the lesson.  Click on the individual goals for more details about the requirements.


1. Create an original poem 

2. Determine  poetic devices

3. Interpret  another’s poem
Instructional Topic: Figurative Language and Poetic Structure 

Prerequisites:


Knowledge of poetic devices and techniques


Knowledge of poetic terms of use of figurative language
Directions: This assignment will take 2 Blocks to complete

Block 1: Use Microsoft word to write the poem.  You may use any type, color and/or size of font you choose that may help create or convey a mood to your writing.  You must complete a brainstorming worksheet prior to writing the poem.  You must identify at least three poetic techniques and one type of figurative language that you used in creating the poem.  You must also identify which form of poetry you feel your poem is and why and write at least a three sentence summary of the meaning of your poem.  You will be given the entire class session and what is not finished in class must be completed as homework and turned in at the beginning of Block 2.

Block 2: You will create a visual representation of your poem that can be imported to Microsoft Word.  After completing the visual representation of your own poem, you will be given a copy of another student’s poem.  You will write an interpretation of the poem that is at least three sentences long.  You will create a visual representation of the poem that can be imported to Microsoft Word.  What you do not complete in class will be due at the beginning of Block 3.
Interest Approach:

Write about what interest you, what you like or even what you don’t like.  You may go through several brainstorming ideas before you decide on a topic.  There are different ways to approach writing poetry, you may choose the topic first and then the form or vice versa.  Remember to look at your notes and include the techniques we have discussed in class.

Performance Objectives:
1.1 Students will create a poem in any of the forms we have discussed within this unit.  Students will include a summary of the poem that is at least three sentences in length. Performance will be satisfactory if the following steps are followed: the student completes a least one brainstorming worksheet.  The poem contains at least three poetic techniques and one use of figurative language.  The poem is written using Microsoft word with use of the programs font to assist in conveying mood.  The student includes a summary of at least three sentences.
1.2 Students will identify what three techniques and figurative language was used within her/her own poem and another class member’s poem.  Students will also identify what form was used to create each poem.
1.3 Student will interpret another student’s poem.  Performance will be satisfactory if the student writes at least three sentences about their interpretation of the poem and creates a visual representation of the poem.  The sentences and visual representation must be documented within Microsoft Word.

Associated Assignments:
Review notes from classes during the last week which include the following:

· Definitions of poetic terms and techniques

· Definitions and types of figurative language

· Poetic forms

Review website http://www.poetryarchive.org/poetryarchive/home.do 

Instructional Materials:

Laptop computers

Camera

Scanner
Internet

Classroom Notes

Handouts

· Brainstorming worksheet (see resources for graphic organizer)
Resources:

http://www.poetryarchive.org/poetryarchive/home.do 
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/cluster.pdf 
Post-test:  Students will be evaluated using a rubric
Task Review: Refer to the table below for a review of the tasks that need to be completed and the due date for each task.
	Task Title
	Due Date

	1. Completion of brainstorming, poem, poem summary, and identification of techniques, form and figurative language in Microsoft Word format
	Beginning of Block 2

	2. Completion of visual representation and imported into Microsoft Word
	End of block 2

	3. Interpretation of classmates poem and visual representation imported into Microsoft Word
	Beginning of Block 3


Student Example:

Summertime Sun
[image: image3.wmf]The rays are so warm
I transform into summer
I am Icarus
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Interpretation of “Summertime Sun”: The poem talks about the intoxicating feeling of the warmth of the sun.  The summer sun seems to call us too it.  Just as Icarus we can’t get enough of the sun.  We want more and more.
Poetic Form: Haiku 
Poetic Devices:
· Repetition of the word “I”

· Assonance with the repeated use of r controlled vowel sounds
· Rhyme of warm and transform
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Interpretation of “The Sweet Dandelion”:  No matter how bad your life gets remember dandelion.  No matter what happens it survives.  People may like you at first but then not like you later but you can still go on.
Poetic Form: Couplet
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