
The following is an edited transcript from a telecommunications session using the website www.tappedin.org  .  The discussion was based on three readings previously assigned to the group by our professor.  The readings were discussing after school programs and also the necessary skills high school students needed to have to be successful in the 21st century post secondary school working environment.
JoeW: I would like to start with either the After school or engauge.

JenniferLS: let’s start with after school

JoeW: Ok.. Sounds good

CharissaH: After school was particularly interesting!

AlisonLM: yes I agree

AlisonLM: there was a lot of different parts of the article with a lot of truth

JoeW: I was surprised to see how many different after school programs there are around the country. The county I live and teach in doesn’t offer much in the way of after school programs. The article had me wishing things were different in my county and for the district in which my own children attend school.

AlisonLM: what county do you teach in?

JoeW: I teach in Orange County and it doesn’t provide much

JenniferLS: I have interned with big brothers big sisters and we had an after school program- it was amazing (in Fredericksburg)

CharissaH: Yes, but they are working in MD. I know that Stafford County has done surveys within the last 3 years and asked if there was a program would families be interested in them and what they would like in the program itself.

JoeW: I wish I had that opportunity with orange

JoeW: Do any of you know if these opportunities are offered through the schools or do parents have to reach out to other agencies within the community?

JenniferLS: if you bring a program in to do the programming- girl scouts/ big brothers then they are working with their own goals so they don’t get compensated

CharissaH: Nothing in Stafford County.

CharissaH: If the results are so positive, why do you think our schools or at least one designated school in each county is not using it? Funding? I find that hard to believe with NCLB.

AlisonLM: well NCLB is all about the test scores and accountability and the numbers

JoeW: I agree I wish the article gave more examples of who is using it and how it got going

AlisonLM: I really don't think that NCLB allows schools to have the after school programs

JoeW: Our world is becoming more complex and jobs are becoming more demanding. Students need to be able to multi-task and have a variety of personal skills. The article referred to skills such as flexibility, problem-solving, responsibility, teamwork and initiative.

AlisonLM: as much

JenniferLS: I don't know, with girl scouts they provide everything but the space so you would think schools would be more welcoming

JoeW: These are a lot of skills to be taught in after school activities

CharissaH: Weren't those results sad about how the U.S. ranked compared to other countries in science and engineering degrees?

JenniferLS: and so many possibilities to spark an interest

AlisonLM: yes it is sad

JoeW: Yes.... I did feel however that a lot of the skills that the article stated after school programs are helping with are definitely the primary responsibility of the school itself

JenniferLS: it does say that students involved in after school programs have higher test scores...

JoeW: I saw that to

CharissaH: How about 40% of h.s. grads feeling unprepared for college or work? How much should the school be accountable for? Not everything can be blamed on the schools.

AlisonLM: I really hate to say this but I blame a lot of stuff on NCLB

JenniferLS: I agree, the schools can't be responsible for everything, the students need reinforcement be it from parents or after school programs

ST joined the room.

JoeW: I agree with you Charissa. I wonder if the kids getting higher test grades are because of the program or if it is because the kids that get involved are already the "better" students

JoeW: I do feel that we teach these skills within the language arts class

JenniferLS: how about in the math classes Alison?

JoeW: Some of the critical thinking skills are tapped into within the writing curriculum

AlisonLM: as a math teacher we try to teach the students to think for themselves but it is hard to do it all the time

JoeW: I was concerned with the statistic that American businesses are reportedly spending more than $60 billion a year on training in basic skills, including remedial reading, writing and math.

JoeW: In theory I LOVED THE ARTICLE. I just don’t see an example of it in my community so it is hard to picture it

JenniferLS: I felt that when I started working- we need some "real life" skills to be taught as well

JenniferLS: unfortunately they aren't on the tests...

CharissaH: I do think more group work is critical to prepare for the real world. Just the stories my husband talks about his coworkers in the government amaze me. No people skills and they are usually the ones in management.

JoeW: Yes I have found that in our writing curriculum we get more out of the students if we can relate the assignment to what they feel is real life

AlisonLM: I wish there was a course just where it dealt with practical applications

JenniferLS: I agree

DalilaC joined the room.

JoeW: I like how the article gave a break down of skills necessary for the workforce

JoeW: I feel that your school has to have a good working relationship with community resource agencies and mine doesn’t

AlisonLM: I think I remember I talked to my principal about setting up a club about something like this or a version of it and he said it was the guidance's job to do it

CharissaH: And with so many counties facing budget cuts too....

AlisonLM: true budgets do play a part of after school programs

JoeW: Our school has just started a Friday club that the teachers are sponsoring. We do different activities and the kids sign up for clubs

JenniferLS: yeah, the schools down there are facing more budget cuts than up here so that could be why there are more opportunities up here

CharissaH: Do you all think we need to begin discussing the other article(s)?

AlisonLM: what do the students do during the Friday club?

JoeW: But it is an activity that happens every Friday

DalilaC: It's too bad that this cannot be included during regular school hours, especially when one considers outside obligations of the students (homework, sports, family, etc).

JenniferLS: any activity is good in my opinion

JoeW: On Fridays we cut out our "Prep" class which is a school wide study hall

AlisonLM: oh wow

AlisonLM: so everybody has a study hall during that period?

JoeW: At the end of the day the kids go to Club which is anything from Social discussion to cooking to accounting...we have about 30 clubs to choose from

AlisonLM: hmm I really like that idea

CharissaH: That sounds like it would cover quite a few of those needed skills.

JoeW: The whole day is changed so everyone has the last 40 minutes of the day for club. Usually every grades prep is at different times

JenniferLS: we had that in my middle school - it was nice because I met people I never interacted with in my social circle- meeting and interacting with new people is a big skill to learn

AlisonLM: I agree

JoeW: Yes we just started it at mid year and it is working wonderfully

JoeW: Digital-Age Literacy, Effective Communication, Inventive Thinking and High Productivity are the four areas the EnGauged article discussed

CharissaH: Looks like in enGauge some of those same skills are mentioned in a technology based way.

JoeW: We can discuss both articles if you have something to add, I just think we should move on

JenniferLS: those are all things used in the newspaper activity probably right?

JoeW: I agree. they seem to be a lot alike

JoeW: However I felt that engauge dealt with skills needed with or without technology

JenniferLS: I agree they are skills everyone should learn and work on at every age and level

JoeW: I felt that too much emphasis was given to "technology" being the REASON for all the needed learning

AlisonLM: I agree with that

JoeW: I felt that we needed to learn these skills way before the computer age

AlisonLM: students will be come too reliant on technology and not be able to think for themselves

JenniferLS: I think that the technology should just reinforce these skills- not be the basis of learning them

JoeW: I do agree that these skills need to be applied to technology. But I feel that technology if we are not careful can even stifle some of these skills such as interpersonal communication

DalilaC: Yes, you're correct. In the 21st century skills article that enGauge compared to ISTE, SCANS, AASL & others they found that enGauge was the most comprehensive.

JoeW: I agree Jennifer

CharissaH: Good point on too much technology stifling interpersonal skills.

AlisonLM: I teach my students how to do everything by hand first and then type it into the calculator

JenniferLS: do you let them use calculators on tests?

JoeW: When I first read these articles they were all so overwhelming it seemed hopeless at first

AlisonLM: I do

JenniferLS: do you feel they rely too heavily on them? I mean as a form of technology in the classroom

AlisonLM: I do sometimes

CharissaH: I agree with the overwhelming part.

AlisonLM: esp for basic math skills like adding or subtracting

AlisonLM: once it gets closer to the SOLs, I do teach them how do use the calculator because of the whole "teaching for the test"

JoeW: I agree Alison, technology can be a crutch if we let the students use it as such

AlisonLM: in a way I feel that using technology limits the way that people interact with each other

AlisonLM: esp in person

JoeW: I see your point... this exercise for example

JenniferLS: I agree people no longer know how to hold actual conversations

AlisonLM: people do act differently when they are sitting in front of a computer than in person

JenniferLS: its also hard to read facial expressions, sarcasm...

CharissaH: good point!

JoeW: while it is interesting I do find that it would have been much more helpful for me to be sitting down in person, however I do see how this is better than nothing especially if distance is an issue

AlisonLM: I def agree

AlisonLM: I am in NY right now so this was perfect

JenniferLS: I agree on that one! This is much better than my 2 hr drive to class

JoeW: ARE YOU SERIOUS

AlisonLM: I guess that is one good thing about technology it reaches across the world

JoeW: You have just proved the point then

JoeW: technology can do wonders

In conclusion, I believe that telecommunication chat can be a very useful tool.  I found it difficult to interact with my classmates in a conversation without having any facial cues to guide in the flow of conversation.  This was the only barrier I felt during the exercise.  One classmate noted that she was in New York at the time of the conversation which proves the usefulness of this technology.  It also provides you with the opportunity to get involved in discussions that you choose or have an interest.

