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Teaching! Imparting knowledge to our youth… just how is that task best accomplished?  Throughout my graduate classes at the University of Mary Washington I have learned numerous techniques on how to reach children and help them learn.  But not until this class had I encountered such an overarching and universal technique that can be applied with such diversity and success.  Technology!  I thought I had been using it in my classroom, but I realize now I was just hitting the tip of the iceberg.  My preconceived notions about this class were proven true.  I thought we would become technologically literate; and we did.  But we accomplished so much more than just literacy.  I found this course to be very challenging and very rewarding.  I have been introduced not only to literacy but application and integration as well.  This class has provided me with a whole different way to look at the presentation of my lessons.   Prior to this, I often thought of technology as an afterthought, something to throw into the mix to make thing interesting.  Now I see technology as an integration process that can help my students achieve better understanding and retention of the material.

My ePortfolio demonstrates this new found knowledge I have acquired within ITEC 501.  The technology page of the ePortfolio contains examples of the skills I have acquired with the different programs within Microsoft Office.  The page also contains links to lesson plans I have created.  Each lesson plan integrates one of the Microsoft Office programs into the lesson.  The area in which I have concentrated my lesson plans is 7th grade language arts.  I have carefully modeled my lessons after the Virginia SOL’s and integrated the use of technology as a tool in helping my students acquire the knowledge necessary to achieve success.  

Both the National (NETS) and Virginia Technology Standards for Instructional Personnel (TSIP) outline how teachers should be able to apply and integrate technology into the classroom.  My ePortfolio contains the standards from both within the resources page.  The first goal in the TSIP it to “demonstrate (the) effective use of a computer system and utilize computer software” (2008, VDOE).  The creation of the ePortfolio achieves this goal.  The ePortfolio consists of five pages and is the culmination of ITEC 501.  All of the papers and lesson plans I have completed within the course have been woven into this ePortfolio.  The second goal under NETS states that, “Teachers plan and design effective learning environments and experiences supported by technology” (2000, ISTE).  This standard somewhat coincides with the TSIP standard of teachers being able to, “plan and implement lessons and strategies that integrate technology to meet the diverse needs of learners in a variety of educational settings”.  One of the standards for TSIP is the “use of electronic technologies to access and exchange information” my ePortfolio achieves both of these goals as well as many others via the integration of technology into my various lesson plans.  My experiences within ITEC 501 have supplied me with the knowledge and skills I need to fulfill the standards and use technology effectively to help my students.  The NETS also has standards that apply to students.  Unless teachers take the time to integrate technology into their lesson plans, we are not providing our students with the opportunity to learn and use technology to advance their learning and technological abilities.

The integration lesson plans provided the opportunity for me to intertwine the use of Bloom’s Taxonomy of learning with Tomei’s Taxonomy for Technology.  Bloom provides us with six levels of learning, knowledge, understanding, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.  Within an inclusion environment I have students that have a large range of academic ability and many of my students are visual or kinesthetic learners.  The use of technology helps my visual and kinesthetic learners reach a higher level within Bloom’s taxonomy, a level that they may have difficulty understanding without the integration of technology. I found the CPA lesson plan model very helpful in applying both taxonomies by realizing which action verbs were being used within the goals and the manner in which the technology was applied.  

As stated, my ePortfolio lesson plans concentrated on my 7th grade language arts inclusion class.  A large portion of my lessons were themed around poetry.  This is an area where my students seem to have difficulty and I felt that the integration of technology into the lessons would be extremely useful.  The telecommunications aspect of the assignment proved to be a perfect integration for a book discussion.  Often times certain students will monopolize a book discussion but when it is conducted in a discussion board forum each student has the opportunity to post original responses and have the ability to reply to the original posts made by other students.  It provides the shy students an opportunity to think about what they want to say prior to posting and insures a have participation from everyone in the class.

I came into this class cautiously confident.  While I was comfortable with using the computer, I knew I didn’t have a lot of previous knowledge or experience with technology.  I am leaving this class with the confidence that I need to guide my students; many whom I believe are at that same place of being cautiously confident.  I am looking forward to adding to my students “tool belt” of abilities.  I like the poem that opens the preface in one of our texts for this course, “Technology Tools for Teachers”.  The poem is written by R. L. Sharpe and the ending stanza of the poems states,

“Each is given a bag of tools,
A shapeless mass,

A book of rules;

And each must make –

Ere life is flown –

A stumbling block

Or a steppingstone.”
(2006, Mills & Roblyer)

It is clear for me that ITEC 501 has taken me from a position where technology was a bit of a stumbling block to a position where it is definitely a steppingstone.  One which I am going to take advantage of in helping my students have the same feeling of accomplishment not only about their use of technology but about their use of our language arts assignments as well.  
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