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Web Search Strategies
There are three different types of search engine that can be employed on the internet.  Each type has unique features that can make one or the other more applicable depending on your necessity.

A brief description of each type is as follows:

· General Search Engines- a general search engine is a site where you can look up a phrase or a word and it will search the internet for corresponding websites.

· Multi-threaded Search Engines- a multi-threaded search engine is a site that will search a multitude of search engines at the same time for a phrase or word to find the corresponding websites.

· Categorical Search Sites- a categorical engine or site that searches by a specific area of knowledge such as libraries, education or “kid friendly”.

I examined various samples of the three different types of search engines and compared the results based on user friendliness, organization and search results.  Here are my findings.

General Search Engines

· Ask- The homepage for Ask is very user friendly.  It is concise and the search field is in the middle of the page with no distracting advertisements or clutter.  Just above the search field are five icons for Web, Images, City, News and Blogs.  A small arrow icon then follows which allows more choices of Video, Maps and Directions, Shopping, and Browse Features. Just below the search field are two links, Skins, and Advanced.  The top right corner of the homepage has three links listed, AskEraser, MyStuff, and Options.  The bottom middle of the homepage has three links, About, Advertise and Careers.  
I typed in “childrens poets” without using the apostrophe to see the results.  Ask made a spelling, “suggestion: children’s poetry” at the top of the responses.  But still gave responses that were with and without the apostrophe.  Some of the responses had an icon of binoculars in front of them that gave you a glimpse at the homepage before you had to click on it.  I liked this option when it was available.  It gave sponsored results above the responses. I liked them listed above as opposed to listed down the right side.  Down the left side it had the search field again and three categories for suggestions for searching.  The first was suggestions to “Narrow Your Search”, the second was “Expand Your Search” and the third was, “Related Names”.
· Google- The main page for Google is very user friendly.  It is concise and the search field is in the middle of the page with no distracting advertisements of clutter.  Just to the right of the search field are three links, Advanced Search, Preferences, and Language Tools.  On the top right of the homepage are seven icons, Web, Images, Maps, New, Shopping, Gmail, and an arrow with More.
I typed in “childrens poets” without using the apostrophe to see the results.  At the top of the search results was the list of sponsored links.  Below that was the statement, “Did you mean: children’s poets.”
· Live Search- The main page for Live Search is very user friendly.  It is concise and the search field is in the middle of the page with no distracting advertisements of clutter.  Just to the right of the search field is an area entitled Options.  Just above the search field are seven icons Web, Images, Video, News, Maps, MSN and More.  Directly underneath the search field is a link entitled, “See the Live Search Maps at maps.live.com!”  Underneath that are four links, Windows Live, Hotmail, Spaces, and OneCare.  Under that it states, “Free installation of Windows Live Messenger, Mail, and more.   Get them now!” There are eight links across the bottom of the homepage entitled, ©2007 Microsoft, Privacy, Legal, Advertise, For Webmaster, Help, Account, and Feedback.
I typed in “childrens poets” without using the apostrophe to see the results.  Live Search placed a statement at the top of the results that read, “Results are included for children’s poets. Show just the results for childrens poets.”  On the right side of the search results was a column of “Related searches” and underneath that was a list of sponsored sites.

Multi-threaded Search Engines
· Dogpile- The main page for Dogpile is very user friendly.  It is concise and the search field is in the middle of the page with no distracting advertisements of clutter.  Just to the right of the search field are two links entitled Advanced Search and Preferences.  Just above the search field are seven icons Web, Images, Audio, Video, News, Yellow Pages, and White Pages.  Directly underneath the search field is an area entitled “Favorite Fetches” there were eleven links in this area.  The links were as follows:  obituaries, home depot, leprechauns, auto insurance, green beer, free clipart, Joke of the Day, SearchSpy, Maps, Weather, and Horoscope.   The bottom of the homepage had eight links which were as follows: infospace about, About Dogpile, Tools&Tips, Download Toolbar, Add Dogpile Search to Your Site, Privacy Policy, Terms of Use, and Contact Us.  These were followed by the copyright date of 2008 InfoSpace, Inc.All Rights Reserved.  The top middle of the homepage had the name Dogpile and underneath it listed the multiple search engines it searches.  Among the list are Google, Yahoo, Live Search, and Ask.
I typed in “childrens poets” without using the apostrophe to see the results.  At the top of the search results was the statement, “Did you mean: children’s poets.”  The results included sponsored links within the listings.  Since Dogpile searches so many search engines I found there to be numerous sponsored sites that were not as useful as when I used the search engines individually. 

Categorical search sites

· Yahoo! Education-  To get to the education category of Yahoo I had to first go to the Yahoo main page and then choose the category of education from a list on the right hand side of the main page.  I found the site to be very user friendly but it has a lot of advertisement that I feel can be very distracting.  
I typed in “childrens poets” without using the apostrophe to see the results. It did ask if I meant children’s poets but only gave results from the exact spelling.  There were also numerous advertisements down the right side of the page. 
Overall Impressions
· I found that while the search engines had the Advanced Search link in various locations.  All were very easy to find and use.  Prior to this assignment I had a preference for a certain search engine.  As a result of this assignment my preference has changed.  Out of all the search engines I examined my preference was …..  Ask
