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Reflections on possible use of FrontPage in teaching process
           After working on my own e-portfolio and learning to appreciate its usefulness, I thought that I may attempt to build an e-portfolio with my students for our math class when I work in school. The portfolio could include a page with review handouts of studied material; a page with interesting problems with explanations or examples of problem-solving strategies; a page with homework assignments from the whole year. In the e-portfolio, we could have links to great animations, showing the processes of creating graphs of functions, or animations of solids shown from different perspectives. A portfolio like this wouldn’t duplicate the manuals; the manuals are static, while the examples in an e-portfolio would be dynamic. One could argue that I could use the internet to show animations in class - yes, but an e-portfolio could store the best examples and make them available for review in a matter of seconds, without the necessity of searching the internet again, which can sometimes be very time consuming.
          Each student would have his/her own e-portfolio and would be allowed to add elements he/she would like to, on the condition that additions would be relevant to school material; however, some pages would be mandatory and the same for the whole class. These pages would be built together in class and updated every time a new material would be available for inclusion. We could even expand our e-portfolios adding a new math class every year. The idea of building an e-portfolio could be expanded even more and become a bigger culminating project that would include other/all subjects (In my son’s school there is one day in a week dedicated to working on a culminating project. Although every student works on his/her own project, it would be probably possible to use  two to three weeks for building an e-portfolio or even have it as the culminating project in 9th grade.) Graduating from his/her high school, a student could have a nice documentation of his/her work, pictures of his/her classmates and teachers, a chronicle of school events, etc., and all this wouldn’t take much space – just a pen drive would be sufficient. 
         Below is a proposal for a plan for a lesson that would introduce 9th grade students to the concept of e-portfolios.
Lesson Plan (Classic Format)
Lesson Title: Creating an e-Portfolio for Mathematics Class.
Subject Area: Algebra II (or a part of a Culminating Project)
Grade Level: 9th            Duration: 3 to 4 lesson periods.
Goals/Objectives
The purpose of these three lessons is:
1. To introduce the concept of e-portfolios to the students.

2. To spark their interest in building their own e-portfolios.
3. To create a frame for an e-portfolio.
4. To insert information into an e-portfolio.

Learning Objectives:
By the end of these three lessons the students will:

1. Be familiar with the general concept of e-portfolios (Knowledge)
2. Have seen a few (2 to 3) examples of existing e-portfolios in order to grasp the concept better (Comprehension)
3. Understand the idea and the plan for creating their own e-portfolios (Comprehension, Analysis)
4. Know all the basic steps in the process of creating e-portfolios (creating folders, naming convention, using FrontPage, etc.)  (Understanding, Analysis, Synthesis)
5. Have basic skills in using FrontPage

6. Apply and practice their newly acquired knowledge in building their own  e-portfolios (Application, Analysis, Synthesis)
7. Evaluate their work by the processes of comparing, critiquing and revising their work (Evaluation)

Materials
Students will use:
1. Computers

2. The Internet for viewing examples of e-portfolios

3. Handouts with  step-by-step instructions for creating an e-portfolio
Activities/Procedures
1. A lecture during which the teacher(s) will acquaint the students with the concept of e-portfolio and its usefulness.
2. Researching/viewing examples of e-portfolios on the Internet 
3. After becoming familiar with the concept of e-portfolio, the students will work in groups on their proposals of pages that should be included in their e-portfolios. The teacher will monitor the group work and make suggestions of things to consider. The class as a whole will agree on the final version (how many pages, the names of the pages). The home page will be the same in everybody’s e-portfolio. Other possible pages: About me, Summaries of lessons and review handouts, Homework, Animations, Interesting problems and their solutions, or a similar page where the solutions of the problems would be found by the students from the class. We could always add new pages if needed.
4. The teacher will introduce Microsoft FrontPage as a relatively easy to use but powerful program that can be used for building Web Sites, and explain why e-portfolios will be built using this program.
5. Building e-portfolios. 
                   Following the teacher’s directions and using step-by-step handouts,
           the class will start building their portfolios. The teacher will make sure that no 
           student is lost in the process. It would be desirable if this part of the lesson could 
           be supervised by a team of two to four teachers, or perhaps older students studying 
           computer science. This way the risk that any student would get lost would be 
           minimized or even eliminated completely.
        I would also like the idea of working on this part of the lesson as a team of two classes, i.e. the 9th and the 12th grade, providing that the 12th grade is familiar with building e-portfolios; then every younger student would work with the older and experienced student, under supervision of the teacher. It would be nice to build the e-portfolio in the 9th grade and continue updating it till the end of high school. If the plan like this would work, the students in the 12th grade would be already very experienced and could help younger students.
6. Inserting some information into newly created e-portfolios.
      7.   The lesson would conclude with congratulating the students on their

           successful project and reminding them that we will be using and updating our                  

          e-portfolios throughout the whole school year (perhaps even four years). The
          students would also be encouraged to work independently in a school computer lab
          (if this option is realistic.)

