         Here are four examples of using a Discussion Board. In the first sample I discussed my experience with Instructional Technology, which was very limited at the time, and expressed my anxiety about my chances of succeeding in ITEC 501.
         The second and third samples are short responses to comments posted by my classmates Linda and Bruce.

          In the fourth sample, I tell about my ideas for integrating Instructional Technology into the teaching process. These ideas concern using the possibilities provided by Microsoft Word for producing a document during a math lesson and using pdf files for building a binder containing graphs and properties of different types of math functions.
3 matches were found in the forum IT Evolution, Use, and Integration containing all of the keywords. 


	1.
	    
	IT Evolution, Use, and Integration  
	    
	Konieczna, Krystyna 
	    
	Tue Sep 05 2006 16:14


	 
	 
	     My experience with IT is very limited, since when I studied and taught there where no PCs yet, and the most sophisticated piece of equipment in a classroom was a projector. While being a stay-at-home mom, I didn’t have many opportunities, or the need, to practice IT skills. However, when I went back to school I had to learn some of these skills, and fast, as today’s students cannot function without them. Now I really appreciate the opportunity given by the Internet when I have to do some research; I buy books from Amazon.com; I use e-mail.

     If I had to pick my favorite aspect of IT, it would be Microsoft Word. I had to take a few English classes, and I cannot imagine writing multiple drafts of papers without Word. I appreciate the spell-checker and the ability to create good-looking documents while being at home. I started this class with very mixed feelings; I know that it is an opportunity for me to learn much, much more, but at the same time, I feel anxiety because I realize how far behind the rest of the class I am.

	 
	


	2.
	    
	Re: IT Evolution  
	    
	Konieczna, Krystyna 
	    
	Wed Sep 13 2006 14:09

	 
	 
	Linda, your story and your kind words of encouragement in your response really helped to elevate my spirit. I thought I am the only one in the class who remembers the era of chalk and for so long stayed at home.  I am sure now that we will motivate each other to conquer ITEC 501.

	 
	


	3.
	    
	Re: ITech  
	    
	Konieczna, Krystyna 
	    
	Wed Sep 13 2006 15:32

	 
	 
	Hi Bruce, your story is very similar to mine; I, too, learned Fortran and used punch cards. I even learned Algol and used a perforated 
tape. I still remember a discussion about what was better/worse: punch cards or tapes. Our instructor convinced us that tapes were better, and he reached this conclusion when he dropped a pack of a few hundred cards...

	 
	





1 match was found in the forum Instructional Strategies containing all of the keywords. 


	1.
	    
	Integration of IT into teaching process  
	    
	Konieczna, Krystyna 
	    
	Wed Sep 20 2006 12:10

	 
	 
	   Our last class gave me an idea for lesson plans. I chose two lessons from the same unit covering functions: the first lesson in the unit covering functions, and a lesson toward the end of the unit (probably next to the last one, as the last one should be a test).

The lessons would be AP calculus in the 11th grade. The necessary assumptions are that a school has a computer lab (or at least a few computers in a classroom), students have their e-mail accounts in school, and accounts for data storage; having Blackboard would be nice too. (I know that my son’s school has all this equipment, so I am still walking on earth.)

      During the first lesson, after eliciting from students the material they should be familiar with, and having done a few exercises, including one or two requiring drawing simple graphs manually, I would give the students printed, step by step, tutorial for using Derive for Windows, which is a software use for drawing graphs and symbolic calculations. Because using it is so easy, and results are great, this should capture their attention for studying functions.

After a few minutes of fun with graphing, we would copy and paste a drawing to a Word document, use crop to resize picture(s), insert the name(s) of the function(s), save the document, and print it. At the end of the lesson, the students would work on an interactive document, which would be helping them to better understand the material, and for me would be the opportunity for the assessment.( In the document there would be a few types of functions; the students would have provide the names of these functions, their domains and ranges.)

       During the next lesson, the students will have been familiar with many types of the functions. As homework for this lesson, students would have to find and list properties of functions. Depending on the size of the class, each student, or a group, would have assigned one or two functions, so that all types of functions would be covered

 To make sure that all information is correct, they would have to send the homework to me by e-mail, or by Blackboard, and if, needed, to correct their data. In class, the students, working individually or as groups, would again use Derive to produce a graph(s) of their assigned function(s). They may have the pictures already saved in their folders, so that they wouldn’t have to do this in class. The next step would be to convert their document(s) to .pdf files and e-mail them to the rest of the class. The final step would be to create a binder with bookmarks, and they would have a complete document for the review. 

At the end of the lesson, I can use again my interactive exercise, this time with more complicated functions, as a review for them, and the assessment for me. 

       Using all this technology shouldn’t take too much time, as in the 11th grade students are familiar with technology. I also think that I could use Derive any time while introducing a new type of functions, and have the students save pictures and data for future use. This would probably save time during the last lesson, wouldn’t require sending e-mails, and binders would be produced gradually.

 

	 
	





