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Abstract

The increasing necessity for integration of modern technology into teaching process in today’s schools has become a non-reversible reality. This, in turn, calls for educating present and future teachers in this domain to equip them with skills and knowledge that they would be able to apply in a classroom. This paper is a reflection on the ITEC 501 class, which is designed to accomplish those goals, and on challenges faced by the students in this class. 
 Reflections on ITEC 501 Experiences

       The last 13 weeks have been a period of very intensive work for me. These weeks mark also a turning point in my experience with computers and Instructional Technology. And all this happened because I enrolled in ITEC 501 class. 
        My experience with modern technology had been very limited. As a staying-at-home mom I didn’t have many opportunities, or need, for practicing my computer skills. I knew how to use the Internet, send an e-mail, and use Microsoft Word for writing. I enrolled in ITEC 501 class because it was a required class for my program of study, but I didn’t have a clear picture of what to expect from this class; perhaps demonstrations how to use Almo, etc. After the first class, from which I didn’t understand anything – at that time I didn’t even know how to create a new folder – and after reading the syllabus, I despaired and very seriously considered dropping this class. Today, I am glad that I didn’t.
         The program of the class is intense and demanding, but the organization is such that everything makes sense for me. This class is also a very good example of the “hands-on experience” method, which was preached intensely in my other classes but not necessarily practiced. The idea of the class is to become familiar with a few basic computer programs, acquire skills in using these programs by exercises and assigned projects, integrate the programs into teaching process, and, finally, present newly acquired skills and examples of integration strategies in a step-by-step built electronic portfolio. When this idea is grasped, the rest is the matter of diligent work and time. I had to work very hard, but with time I felt more confident that I was able to do what was required by the program. With time passing, I also started to feel real pleasure working on my e-portfolio, and satisfaction from the effects of my work.
       The concept of e-portfolios was one of the completely new ideas I became familiar with in ITEC class.  I approached this concept with quite big reservations thinking that it was one of the things “we do because we can do it.” However, I have changed my opinion about e-portfolios and now I appreciate their usefulness. I like the fact that the whole semester’s work is conveniently and neatly saved in one document. And this document not only archives my work but it also contains a variety of useful information, interesting links, examples, etc., which can be easily accessed when needed. I was happy as a child when I discovered that my links from the resources page in my portfolio actually worked and gave me almost instant connection to the pages I use as examples.
           Our e-portfolios, built throughout the semester, were to demonstrate our expanding technology skills and abilities to integrate technology in our content area, which in my case was high school mathematics. And I think that this objective was fulfilled, as every page in the portfolio, and the construction of the portfolio itself, shows that we actually accomplished a lot. There are only five pages in our portfolio, but each of them presents a different challenge.  The Philosophy page gave us an opportunity to ponder over why we want to teach and how we see our role as teachers. The Standards page couldn’t be built without studying Virginia Standards of Learning, VA Technology Standards for Instructional Personnel (TSIP), or Technology Foundation Standards for Students. Before finishing the Resources page we had to complete quite an extended assignment that included Web search strategies, Web searches and site evaluation. In Web searches part we had to identify different types of search engines, describe their unique features and their usefulness for our purposes. In the Web searches part we had to research Web-based resources and provide a few good ones with a short description. Finally, we had to perform evaluation of one Web site using Site Evaluation Tool (SET).
      The most challenging was the Technology page. This page has three panes: Navigation pane, Technology Skills pane and Technology Integration pane. Working on specific technology skills, we described them in the skills pane and provided hyperlinks to documents produced with these skills. In the corresponding cells in the integration column, we provided short description of integration of a newly learned technology into lesson and hyperlinks to our lesson plans, or reflection papers. For example, in the row pertaining to Microsoft Word skills, I presented a tutorial that illustrated how to graph lines satisfying a general linear equation, and an interactive quiz on types, domains and ranges of various functions. As an example of integration, I presented an NTeQ Lesson Plan that integrated Word into AP Calculus lesson in the 11th grade. 
       On the Technology page there are examples of our skills and ideas of integration in seven domains: Microsoft Word, Desktop Publishing, Excel, PowerPoint, Telecommunication, Access, and FrontPage. It is very natural to integrate Word, PowerPoint and Excel into lessons. The integration possibilities of others, such as Access or Desktop Publishing, are not so obvious, but if approached with fresh ideas, they can yield interesting results. All of the projects were challenging and interesting, and all of them can actually be used in a classroom. And this is also one of the reasons why this class makes sense: our skills are real and can be used in a real life classroom, not only in theory.
        The members of our class started a semester with very different levels of their computer skills: from very limited ones, as myself, to quite advanced. However, even those of us who had the advantage of knowing technology were challenged by the requirement to integrate this technology into teaching process. In this class we became familiar with Bloom’s taxonomies and Tomei’s taxonomies; we practiced preparing different types of lesson plans, including the plans based on the NTeQ format. 
        The last 13 weeks have been a period of very intensive work for me. That’s true. But I am very glad that I took this class. As of today, my e-portfolio is practically ready; it just needs a few finishing touches. Going through its pages, I almost can’t believe that it is actually my own work. But this class gave me much more than basic skills in using PPT or FrontPage; it helped me not to be afraid any more of using the computer. It helped me to realize that being afraid of technology isn’t a matter of the person’s age but mostly of attitude and willingness to expand one’s horizons. Finally, it gave me what I needed the most – a dose of confidence that I still can learn. Thanks, Doctor Teabo. 
