Dazzle Exhibit
Ridderhoff Martin Gallery

Lesson Plan

Faith Broome

This lesson is designed as a culminating activity after visiting the exhibit.  Eighth grade students will visit the gallery and participate in a scavenger hunt on the tour.  After a discussion of the exhibit, the students will create their own personal treasure from a utilitarian object.  The objective is for the students to use the ideas gathered from the items on display to design and produce a common household item that will be looked on as a treasure by future generations.

Title: Personal Treasures 

Grade Level: 8th grade

SOLs:   
8.6
The student will create three-dimensional works of art, using a variety of themes and processes.
8.11 The student will provide evidence of the critical and artistic processes used to
achieve final art solutions in personal works of art by documenting preparation, rough drafts, and final solutions.

8.13 The student will identify and analyze art and architecture from various world

cultures, periods, or civilizations by styles, symbolism, and technological impact.

8.14 The student will describe and place a variety of works in historical and cultural

contexts.

8.17 The student will investigate and discuss the use of social, cultural, and historical

context as they contribute to meaning in a work of art.

8.18 The student will communicate how personal experiences influence critical

judgments about and interpretations of works of art.

8.19 The student will discuss and analyze the purposes, values, and meanings of

works of art.

8.22  The student will describe personal sensory responses to the visual qualities of a work of art, using appropriate art vocabulary.
Overview:  students will view Dazzle Exhibit and create their own luxury item
Objectives:  
· TSW study the works at the Dazzle Exhibit.  
· They will create sketches/rough drafts of their ideas before creating their own works.  
· They will use knowledge gained at the exhibit to look at works in an historical timeframe.  
· TSW look at their own personal experiences to create an item useful.  
· TSW will use appropriate art vocabulary to describe the object and the processes.
Materials: examples of works, everyday objects, wood scraps, rulers, pencils, erasers, various media to complete works

Activities and Procedures: (day 1) Visit the Ridderhof Martin Gallery.  Take guided tour and have students fill in worksheet.  Have students bring in an object that they will recreate as a luxury item.  (day 2) go over worksheet and discuss the exhibit in class.  Introduce lesson- brainstorm ideas for objects the students brought in.  Will the student recreate the object from scratch or will the object be modified to create a work of art?  If the object is modified- student must completely change the original look.  Have some household items available for those students who did not bring something in.  Students will sketch ideas before beginning construction.  Have sketch approved. (day 3, 4, 5) students will begin construction or modification of the object.  Final day- have students write a paragraph describing the luxury item.  Include details about the construction and inspiration using appropriate art vocabulary.  Put items on display in the school with labels of explanation. 
Evaluation:  graded on following procedure, concept, and finished product. 
Vocabulary:   symbolism, cultural art

Related SOLs:  8th grade world history Era III: Postclassical Civilizations, 500 to 1000 a.d. 

Dazzle Exhibit

Information sheet

1. Where is the Dazzle Exhibit permanently housed?  
2. What do you think the gold flowerpot represents?

3. Compare and contrast the gold boxes from Europe with the silver boxes from India.

4. What Muslim dynasty ruled many part of India from 1526 to 1858?

5. What is the date of the oldest piece in the collection?

6. What was held in the gold boxes from the 18th century?
7. What was the name of the Serpent King?

8. What silver company made the six-armed candelabra? 

9. When was the Fly Whisk created?

10. What does the tuft of hair between the eyes of the Buddha symbolize?

11. Scenes from what opera were painted on the beautiful buckle in Case 20?

12. What is one thing that the frog symbolizes? 

13. How old is the oldest buckle in the exhibit?

14. What gems are inlaid in the Nepalese crown?

15. What is your favorite piece and why?  Give details about the piece.

Answers

1. Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

2. the flowerpot represents the abundance of nature, the sunflower represented the love of God

3. the silver boxes are very ornate; many details on all sides; carved lotus flowers, etc cover the inside and out.  Gold boxes were inlayed with mother of pearl and enamel 

4. the Mughals

5. 700-1000 ad

6. snuff, etui, rouge, powder, writing implements

7. Nagaraja
8. Gorham

9. around the 18th century

10. his insight

11. Tristan and Isolde

12. wealth or abundance

13. 1899

14. turquoise, lapis lazuli, opal, agate, crystal, carnelian, and garnet
15.  opinion question                                       

